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FIRST RECORD OF GLAUCOUS-WINGED GULL FOR NEBRASKA 
Don Roberson and Rita Carratello 
282 Grove Acre, Pacific Grove, CA 93950 


During Easter vacation in 1995, we visited the western Great 
Plains in search of dancing prairie-chickens and grouse. We started 
• southeastern Colorado and planned on driving to the Bessey 
Division, Nebraska National Forest, where we had reservations at 
hoto blinds. But at dawn on 10 April, a huge blizzard began 
howling and worsened during the drive through Kansas. By the time 
e reached western Nebraska, our excursion stalled at Ogallala when 
Interstate 80 was closed due to high winds and snow. It was 
becoming apparent that we would not make it to our planned 

destination. 

Stranded in Ogallala, we noticed that an article by Richard 
Rosche (1994) mentioned locales where prairie-chickens might be 
seen from nearby roadsides. We telephoned Rosche, who suggested 
alternatives to try at dawn northeast of Lake McConaughy. 

At dawn on 12 April 1995, we crept out along the road toward 
Arthur through the sandhills. The road was still icy and half- 
covered with snow, but the storm and terrible winds had dissipated. 
Amazingly enough (at least to us) , we found displaying Greater 
Prairie-Chickens within the first mile northeast of the lake, and 
we also had two Sharp-tailed Grouse feeding on a bare patch in the 
snow. 

Returning to town for breakfast, we stopped to look at gulls 
at both ends of Kingsley Dam. While scoping a flock of gulls at the 
north end of Lake McConaughy, Roberson found a first-winter 
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus , which proved to be one of the 
latest records for Nebraska. When we stopped at the south end of 
the dam, Roberson almost immediately saw a first-winter Glaucous¬ 
winged Gull Larus glaucescens in flight around the towers just 
above the dam. Since we see this species virtually every winter day 
near our home on the Monterey Peninsula, California, we immediately 
recognized this species. 

Although we did not know that 
this species was previously unrecorded 
in Nebraska, we recognized that it was 
rare. Roberson obtained photos, one of 
which is shown on the right, and took 
the following description (abbreviated 
notes edited into full sentences): 

"One first-winter bird was circling around green towers at the south end 
of the dam; it was always in flight with a couple of first-winter Herrings 
[L. argentatus ), a first-winter California [L. californicus], and several 
Ring-billed [L. delawarensis) gulls. It was as large as or slightly larger 
than the Herring Gull, with a heavy, all-blackish bill (slightly paler base 
of lower mandible seen only in scope — looks all-black in binoculars). 
The body and mantle were rather uniform pale whitish-tan with a pale-gray 
cast to remiges. The entire remiges and tail were uniform whitish-tan; not 
clean-white like Glaucous but the same color and tone as the body. The tail 
lacked any suggestion of a tail band — the entire rectrices were similarly 
uniform to remiges; the latter lacked a 'secondary bar.' This is the 
standard 'pale-end' first-winter Glaucous-winged Gull with which I'm so 
familiar on the Monterey Peninsula. No hint of hybridization: e.g., no 
darkening of primaries, no atypical bill, no 'duskiness' to plumage. I took 
a series of flight shots. Eye dark; legs tucked into body (it's very cold 
out) and not viewed," 

First-winter Glaucous-winged Gulls are distinctive because 
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Gull L, glaucoides) . There are intermediate birds which show 
introgressive darkening in the remiges because of hybridization 
between the Glaucous-winged Gull and the Western Gull £ 
occidentalis in Washington (Hoffman et al. 1978). Such intermediate 
birds have occurred in the interior of the Pacific Northwest (Weber 
1981). Since we see such intermediates routinely in California 
Roberson looked for any suggestion of introgression and found none* 
Some Thayer's Gulls L . thayeri at the pale end of the £ 
thayeri/glaucoides cline have wingtip patterns similar to that 0 f 
the Glaucous-winged Gull, but these birds were eliminated by the 
absence of a tail band and by this bird's larger size and heavier 
longer bill. ' 

We again telephoned Rosche, leaving a message on his machine 
to alert interested local observers. We understand that he refound 
the bird on 15 April. Our bird proved to be the first record of the 
Glaucous-winged Gull in Nebraska. The record has been submitted to 
the Nebraska Ornithologists 1 Union Records Committee and i s 
currently under review (J. Gubanyi, pers. comm.). A photograph 
appeared in Grzybowski (1995), who termed it "perhaps the find of 
the season." 

Binford and Johnson (1995) documented a recent winter-range 
expansion of the Glaucous-winged Gull into the interior of North 
America. They listed 97 acceptable records for interior states and 
provinces, including Colorado, North Dakota, and Illinois. The 
southernmost record for the Great Plains is from Oklahoma: an adult 
collected at Capron on 15 February 1912 (Sutton 1938). Binford and 
Johnson (1995) attribute this range expansion to a burgeoning 
coastal breeding population and the presence of dumps and inland 
reservoirs, especially those with hydroelectric dams. Kingsley Dam 
on Lake McConaughy is now well-known for its attractiveness to 
vagrant gulls (Rosche 1994), and our record is consistent with the 
ongoing spread of this bird into the North American interior. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, DECEMBER-FEBRUARY 1995-96 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 

far as the birds are concerned, this was an uneventful winter, 
A ^th only a few rarities. Highlights included the second pile-up of 
W1 qulls at L. McConaughy, and a Common Redpoll influx. Best of 
rarities (all subject to Records Committee scrutiny and pending 
‘ts acceptance) were a 5th record Red-necked Grebe at L. 
M conaughy; a first-record Mew Gull at L. McConaughy; Iceland, 
Lesser Black-backed, and Great Black-backed Gulls at L. McConaughy; 
U Cassin's Finch at Crawford; White-winged Crossbills at Norfolk 
a n d North Platte; and a Hoary Redpoll at Wakefield. Out-of-season 
reports were record-early Blue-winged Teal in Dixon Co, Franklin's 
Gull in Lancaster Co, record-late Bonaparte's Gulls at Sutherland 
Res and 2 nd-record wintering Great-tailed Grackles at Lincoln. 

Lanny Randolph and Robin Harding noted that the severe 
blizzard of 17 Jan and subsequent cold temperatures constituted the 
worst winter storm in the area for the last 10 years. Many dead 
birds were found in yards after the blizzard. 

Larry Malone provided information on several unusual die-offs 
in w NE from late summer of 1995 through Jan 1996. At NPNWR there 
was a die-off in Aug of 34 Canada Geese from unknown causes. 
Botulism killed about 400 birds adjacent to CLNWR in Oct. In Scotts 
Bluff Co in Dec, 4 Black-billed Magpies were killed by 
insecticides, and over 600 waterfowl died of aspergillosus. 
Finally, 82 3 waterfowl were picked up and a further 500 were frozen 
in ice for a total of about 1300 deaths in Scotts Bluff Co in Jan 
as a result of cholera. 

A comment regarding documentations of unusual reports. Some of 
the unusual reports submitted may not make it into the permanent 
record of Nebraska birdlife as they were not well-documented. A 
good description of field marks seen, in the absence of a photo, 
specimen, or recording is often adequate. When these Seasonal 
Reports are published, if my comments indicate a record-early or 
-late date, or a report not accompanied by details, I strongly urge 
reporters to check that I have the dates correct or provide details 
if they have them. I am aware that 40% of record-early or -late 
dates submitted to an editor in another state were in fact 
unintentional typos on the part of reporters. 

Finally, I want to express my gratitude to the many reporters 
who doggedly provide information for the report. They are statewide 
and every season brings a new reporting location. Every reporting 
location, even if not mentioned extensively in the Seasonal Report, 
adds to the overall inpression. The Christmas Bird Counts for 
Branched Oak Lake-Seward and Lincoln (city) were not available at 
the time this report was completed, but the data can be found in 
Table 1 on pages 18-23. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. 

* = documented; please refer to Nebraska Bird Review 54:74, 1986 
for information about writing documentations, and the Official List 
of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 56:86, 1988), which indicates that 
all those birds whose status is less than Regular (acceptably 
reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years) should be documented. It is 
also very important to document very early or very late records of 
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Regular species. The best available reference for such dates j* 
Johnsgard's "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Nebraska and 
Adjacent Plains States, " much of which was published in NBR 48: 25 
(non-passerines) and NBR 48:46 (passerines). 1980. CBC = Christmas 
Bird Count; CLNWR = Crescent L NWR; FFNC = Fontenelle Forest Natur e 
Center; FWA = Federal Waterfowl Area; L = Lake; LM = Lake 
McConaughy; m.ob. = many observers; NE = Nebraska; NNF = Nebraska 
National Forest; NOURC = Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Records 
Committee; NPNWR = North Platte NWR; NWR = National Wildlif e 
Refuge; R = River; Res = Reservoir; SHP = State Historical Park; sl 
= Sewage Lagoons; SP = State Park; SRA = State Recreation Area; unl 
= University of Nebraska-Lincoln; WMA = Wildlife Management Area* 
WPA = Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

Place names, not listed here, can be located in a road atlas. 
Counties are in parentheses. 

Arbor Day Farm (Otoe Co) ; Arbor L WMA (Lancaster Co) ; Blue Hole WMA 
(Buffalo Co) ; Bluestem L SRA (Lancaster Co); Bowman L SRA (Sherman 
Co); Branched Oak SRA (Lancaster Co); Bufflehead WMA (Buffalo Co); 
Carter Canyon (Scotts Bluff Co) ; Cedar Point Biological Station 
(Keith Co) ; Clear Creek Marsh (Garden Co) ; Conestoga L sra 
(L ancaster Co) ; Cottonmill L Park (Buffalo Co) ; Crescent L NWR 
(Garden Co) ; Cunningham L (Douglas Co) ; DeSoto Bend NWR (Washington 
Co); England Res (Merlon England Flood Control Project, Dodge Co); 
Fort Kearny SHP (Kearney Co); Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps Co); 
Gallagher Canyon SRA (Dawson Co); Gavin's Point Dam (Cedar Co); 
Gleason Lagoon WPA (Kearney Co) ; Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond (Kearney 
Co); Harlan Co Res (Harlan Co); Hormel Park (Fremont, Dodge Co) ; 
James Ranch (Sioux Co); Jensen Lagoon WPA (Kearney Co); Johnson L 
SRA (Gosper and Dawson Cos); Keystone Diversion Dam (Keith Co); 
Kingsley Dam (Keith Co) ; L Maloney Res SRA (Lincoln Co) ; L 
McConaughy (Keith Co) ; L Ogallala (Keith Co) ; L Minatare SRA 
(Scotts Bluff Co); Loup Junction WMA (Howard Co); North Lake Basin 
WMA (Seward Co); North Platte NWR (Scotts Bluff Co); Offutt Base L 
(Sarpy Co); Olive Creek L SRA (Lancaster Co); Olmstead Pond (Scotts 
Bluff Co) ; Pawnee L SRA (Lancaster Co) ; Rainwater Basin (large area 
of wetlands in sc and se NE w of the Big Blue drainage) ; Schramm 
Park SRA (Sarpy Co); Standing Bear L (Douglas Co); Stateline Island 
WMA (Scotts Bluff Co) ; Summit Res SRA (Burt Co) ; Sutherland Res 
(Lincoln Co); Swan L (Lancaster Co); Two Rivers SRA (Douglas Co); 
Wagon Train L SRA (Lancaster Co) ; Winters Creek L (Scotts Bluff 
Co) ; Wolf L (private; on Platte R ne of Morse Bluff, Saunders Co); 
Youngson Lagoon WPA (Kearney). 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon: Last were 2 at LM 21 Dec (SJD) ; another was at L 
Minatare SRA 1 Dec (LMa). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Rare in midwinter, 1 was in the Kingsley Dam 
area at least 21 Dec (SJD) to 20 Jan (JoJ) . Another was at 
Sutherland Res 21-22 Dec (SJD). Last in e NE was 1 at Branched Oak 
SRA 2 Dec (BP,LP). 

Horned Grebe: The only report was the 4 counted on the LM CBC 23 
Dec. 

Red-necked Grebe: If accepted by the NOURC, about the 5th NE record 
was 1 at LM 21 Dec (*SJD), the latest NE date. There are about 20 
NE reports in all. 

Western Grebe: None were reported e of the panhandle; an amazing 
133 were counted at LM for the CBC 23 Dec, and a single was at 
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cutherla^ Res 21 Dec (SJD,WRS) . 

bU - can white Pelican: Reports of stragglers attempting to survive 
winter at major reservoirs are becoming the norm. A lingering 
J'. . at Branched Oak SRA remained until 1 Jan, when it was on the 

• e (LEi), while another counted on the Omaha CBC 16 Dec was found 
H°ad 30 Dec (BGr), and an "old and sick" bird was in Cedar Co 6 Jan 
^ToJ) An injured bird was at Johnson L SRA 19 Jan (JoJ) through 4 
b (RHa,LRa,NR) . The survival rate seems to improve westward, as 
8 birds at Sutherland Res 22 Dec (SJD) dwindled to 5 on 17 Feb 
fWRS JSu) and to 3 on 24 Feb (BFH) which probably made it. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Last in e NE were 2 at Wolf L 2 Dec 
(THo) and 4 at Sutherland Res 22 Dec (SJD) became only 1 by 13 Jan 
/LMa) '• There are few Jan reports. 

Great Blue Heron: High count of wintering birds was 11 at Kingsley 
Dam 4 Feb (BP,LP). The entire Platte valley and certain areas s of 
it support wintering birds, but at Wolf L none were noted 14 Jan-14 
Feb (THo). 

Tundra Swan: One at an aerated pond in the Wolf L area was present 
about 3 weeks, at least 23 Dec-6 Jan (*THo). There are few if any 
other Jan records. 

Trumpeter Swan: Two were in the LM area 21 Dec (SJD) , increasing to 
5 on 23 Dec for the CBC, and up to 9 on 4-5 Feb (BP,LP,RBa) , 
although only 2 remained 17-18 Feb (WRS,LRa,RHa). This is a regular 
wintering location. Unusual was the presence of 7 in Hayes Co in 
Feb (Rocky Hoffman fide WWy). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: No large concentrations were reported. 
A few linger, usually with Canadas; 4 remained at Branched Oak SRA 
until 6 Jan (LEi) , 2 were at Wolf L until 23 Dec (THo) , and 2 were 
with the wintering Canadas at Ogallala 23 Dec for the LM CBC. First 
in spring were 5 in n Kearney Co as early as 10 Feb (LRa,RHa), but 
best spring count was only 200, at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Feb 
(RHa,LRa). 

Snow Goose: Last large group was 150 at Youngson Lagoon WPA until 
27 Dec (LRa,RHa), while spring migrants appeared in numbers first 
on 17 Feb, with 500 at Branched Oak SRA (LEi) and 2000 at 
Sutherland Res (WRS). Best spring count was 20,000 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA 25 Feb (LRa,RHa) . A few remain into midwinter; 1-2 were at 
Branched Oak SRA (JoJ,LEi), including a "blue" until 27 Jan (JMo), 
and another was at Venice 14 Jan (JoJ). Two in n Kearney Co 10 Feb 
(LRa,RHa) may have been migrants. Reports were statewide. 

Ross' Goose: Last in fall were 3 at Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond on 16 
Dec (LRa,RHa), and first in spring 3 there on 19 Feb (BP,LP) . Best 
count was 12 associated with about 2000 Snow Geese flying over FFNC 
on 25 Feb, including 10 in a group separated from the Snows 
(BP,LP). Reports were from Phelps Co eastward. 

Canada Goose: Best midwinter counts were an impressive 16,800 at 
Sutherland Res 13 Jan (LMa), about 10,000 on 4 Feb in the area of 
the Canaday Steam Plant in nw Phelps Co (LRa,RHa) . Last big fall 
counts were 20,000 on the Kearney CBC 16 Dec and 12,592 (counted 
every one!) at NPNWR 13 Dec (LKo) . In spring, best count was 60,000 
at Funk Lagoon WPA 25 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Wood Duck: One was at Winters Creek L on the very late date of 16 
Dec (LMa) ; few were noted during the period, and none in midwinter. 
Green-winged Teal: A few winter; best such count was up to 24 in 
the Kingsley Dam area (JoJ,BP,LP) . At Offutt Base L 2-4 remained 
until at least 12 Jan (RBa) , and 1 was at Venice 14 Jan (JoJ) . Two 
at Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 4 Feb (LRa,RHa) probably wintered. 
*?wTT rants arr; *- ve<i 18 Feb, with a few at Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 
(MUr) and 11 at Wolf L (THo) . Best count for the period was only 
48 * at NPNWR 14 Dec (LMa). 

American Black Duck: This species occurs only in small numbers in 
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NE; the only report was of 3 at Branched Oak SRA 18 Feb (JMo). 
Mallard: No large midwinter counts were reported. Best fall count 
were 35,000 at L Minatare SRA on 1 Dec (LMa) and 11,030 on the ru 
CBC 23 Dec, and in spring 14,886 were at NPNWR by 19 Feb (LKo) 
Northern Pintail: A few winter with Mallard concentrations; j.- 
were at Branched Oak SRA 14 and 2 7 Jan (JMo) and 1-2 were along th 
Platte R in Buffalo and Kearney Cos 5-10 Feb (LRa,RHa) . No large 
fall counts were reported, but spring numbers were very good, with 
8000 at Funk Lagoon WPA 25 Feb (LRa,RHa), 6000 at Gleason Lagoon 
WPA the same day (LRa,RHa) and 3000 at Jensen Lagoon WPA 24 Feb 
(LRa,RHa). Spring migrants arrived first at Branched Oak SRA ig 
Feb, when 200 were present (RBa). 

Blue-winged Teal: Extremely early were 4 in Dixon Co 20 Feb (JJ Q ) . 
most do not appear until mid to late Mar. ' 

Northern Shoveler: Rare in midwinter, a female was wintering with 
Mallards near Jackson (BFH) , 4 were at Two Rivers SRA 15 Jan (Joj) 
and 2 on the North Platte R below Keystone L 23 Dec on the LM CBC 
may have wintered. An indication of its rarity in midwinter is that 
the 4 reported on the Grand Island CBC 16 Dec was a high for that 
count. First spring arrivals were on 2 5 Feb, with 3 at Blue Hole 
WMA (LRa,RHa) , 2 at DeSoto Bend NWR (JoJ) , and 1 at England Res 

(JoJ). 

G&dwall: A few winter, especially along the Platte R. A good count 
of 31 was made on the LM CBC 23 Dec, and 3 were still in the area 
13 Jan (LMa); 13 were at Two Rivers SRA 15 Jan (JoJ), and a female 
was at Branched Oak SRA 14 Jan (JMo) . No large numbers were 
reported during the period. 

American Wigeon: As with Gadwall, a few winter along the Platte R. 
Of 17 counted on the LM CBC 2 3 Dec, 1-2 apparently wintered 
(JoJ, LRa, RHa) , as may have 2 w of Scottsbluff 5 Feb (AKe) . Unusual 
in midwinter was 1 at Branched Oak SRA 14 Jan (JoJ). A good count 
for the late date was 27 at Olmstead Pond 31 Dec (LMa) , and also 
rather late were 3 at Harlan Co Res 27 Dec (LRa,RHa) . First in 
spring were 4-5 in Dawson Co 18 Feb (BP,LP,RBa) and 99 at NPNWR 19 
Feb (LKo). 

Canvasback: Rare in midwinter, a female was still in the Kingsley 
Dam area 19 Jan (JoJ); 4 were counted on the LM CBC 23 Dec. Also 
rather late were 2 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 3 0 Dec. Last in w NE 
were 4 at L Minatare SRA 1 Dec (LMa). Spring migrants appeared on 
18 Feb with 1-4 at 3 locations in Lincoln and Kearney Cos 
(RHa, LRa, MUr, NR) . Best spring count was 100 at Branched Oak SRA 29 
Feb (LEi). 

Redhead: The only fall report was of 3 at L Minatare SRA 1 Dec 
(LMa). Rare in midwinter, 2 at Branched Oak SRA 4 Feb were thought 
to be migrants (LEi); 3-5 were there 16-17 Feb (RBa,NR). Elsewhere 
first spring birds were noted 17 Feb, when 16 were on L. Ogallala 
(WRS) and 18 Feb with 14 in Buffalo Co (BP,LP) . Best spring counts 
were 340 at Funk Lagoon WPA 25 Feb (RHa,LRa) and 210 at both CLNWR 
on 27 Feb (LMa) and L Minatare SRA 23 Feb (LMa). 

Ring-necked Duck: Latest in fall were 2 on the LM CBC 2 3 Dec. Rare 
in midwinter, 3 were at Branched Oak SRA 16 Jan (RBa); 1 was there 
18 Feb (JMo). First spring migrants were 12 along 1-80 in Lincoln 
Co 18 Feb (NR), while best spring count was 170 at 3 locations in 
Lancaster Co 24 Feb (LEi). 

Greater Scaup: Of 14 counted on the LM CBC 23 Dec, 3-5 were still 
in the area as late as 20 Jan (JoJ,LMa), apparently wintering. One 
was unexpectedly late at Offutt Base L on 2 Jan (BP,LP). Spring 
arrivals included 3 on a pond s of Sutherland Res 17 Feb (WRS) and 
2 at Sherman Res SRA 18 Feb (WRS). 

Lesser Scaup: Two of the 4 counted on the LM CBC were apparently 
wintering and still present 13 Jan (LMa). Rather late were 2 at 
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ched Oak SRA 6 Jan (LEi), 7 in Cedar Co 6 Jan (JJo), and 1 on 
Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec. First in spring were 8 at Branched Oak 
17 Feb ( L£ i) and count 70 in Lancaster Co 24 Feb (LEi) . 

nidsouaw: Five were detected, including 1 wintering below Kingsley 
Dam 21 Dec (SJD) through 17 Feb (WRS) , 2 at L Minatare SRA 9 Dec 
?LMa AKe fide NR) , and 2 females at Gavin*s Point Dam 3 Dec (BFH) . 
common Goldeneye: Best wintering count was 210 at Sutherland Res 13 
Jan (LMa). Best fall counts were 468 on the LM CBC 23 Dec and 300 
at Branched Oak SRA 2 Dec (LEi) ; the count at Branched Oak SRA 
dwindled to a low of 10 on 27 Jan and increased to a spring high of 
500 on 29 Feb (LEi). Numbers at Kingsley Dam had increased to 750 
by 17 Feb (WRS). 

B^ffxehead: Uncommon in midwinter, as many as 31 wintered in the 
Kingsley Dam area (JoJ,LMa,LRa,RHa,WRS) . Two were in Cedar Co as 
late as 7 Jan (JJo) and another was at Sutherland Res 4 Feb (RBa). 
First in spring were 3 at Conestoga L SRA 24 Feb (LEi) . Best spring 
count was only 15, at Branched Oak SRA 29 Feb (LEi). 

Hooded Merganser: A few occur in midwinter. This year 2 were at 
Branched Oak SRA 14 Jan (JoJ, JMo) , 1-2 were wintering in the 

Kingsley Dam area (JoJ,RBa,BP,LP,WRS), and 1-2 were at Sutherland 
Res 21 Jan (JoJ) and 4 Feb (BP,LP). Five migrants had arrived at 
Cunningham L 21 Feb (JoJ) , and 9 at Pawnee L SRA the next day 
(JMo), also the best count. 

Common Merganser: A large flock apparently wintered in the Kingsley 
Dam area, although no reports were received for the period 23 
Dec-16 Feb, when numbers may have been reduced; 10,000 were 
estimated present for the LM CBC 23 Dec, and estimates of birds 
below the dam included 8600 on 16 Feb (LMa) and 7500 on 17 
Feb (WRS) . Best fall count elsewhere was 955 at L Minatare SRA 1 
Dec (LMa) and in spring 500 were at Branched Oak SRA 29 Feb (LEi) . 
Hed-breasted Merganser: Not expected during the winter period, rare 
sightings were 3 on the LM CBC as late as 23 Dec and 1 at 
Sutherland Res on 13 Jan (LMa) , the latter one of very few Jan 
records for NE. 

Ruddy Duck: Last in fall were 1 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Dec (LMa) and 
2 at Offutt Base L 9 Dec (BP,LP) . The only spring report was of 15 
at Branched Oak SRA 29 Feb (LEi). This species is not expected in 
midwinter; there are apparently no Jan NE records. 

Bald Eagla: Counts of note included 114 along 1-80 in c NE 16 Feb 
(LMa) , 56 at Harlan Co Res 6 Jan (LRa,RHa) , 52 at LM 5 Feb (BP,LP) , 
35 on the Grand Island CBC 16 Dec, 26 e of Gering 2 Feb (AKe), 21 
at Gavin's Point Dam 3 Dec (BFH), and 19 at Branched Oak SRA 29 Feb 
(LEi). Larry Malone provided information on 2 nesting sites in the 
panhandle; a pair at NPNWR were inspecting their nest in early Feb, 
and the female was sitting 23 Feb, for the 4th year at this site, 
and adults were at a nest site at CLNWR by late Feb, but had not 
been seen on the nest. A kettle of 13 in Dawson Co 19 Feb (BP,LP) 
suggested northward migration was underway. 

Northern Harrier: One or two at Willis 31 Jan were considered late, 
although lack of snow cover appeared to allow the tardiness (BFH); 
this is probably the determining factor for wintering in n NE for 
this species. 

8harp-shinned Hawk: Although a few winter statewide, none were 
noted in c NE in the period 27 Dec-4 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Northern Goshawk: Few are reported in NE; this year there were 
probably 4, about an average winter, although few details were 
provided. One was s of Gering 7 Dec (AKe), 1 was along the North 
Platte R on 23 Dec where 1 was seen last year (SJD), a large hawk 
carrying a Rock Dove at James Ranch 8 Jan (SLe) may have been this 
species, and 1 was w of Scottsbluff 5 Feb (AKe). 

Red-shouldsrsd Hawk: At least l of the FFNC birds may have 



10 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


VoJL 


-64 


wintered; 1 was noted 2 5 Jan (BP,LP). Three were counted on the 
Omaha CBC 16 Dec, presumably at FFNC, and 2 were at FFNC 24 
(KCR). b 

Red-tailed Hawk: Numbers were about normal, according to reports 
The only report of "Harlan's" Hawk was of 1-2 around Lincoln on ■? 
Dec (JMo). 1 

Ferruginous Hawk: The winter range reaches its northward extent (i n 
favorable years) at the Platte R in sc NE (LRa,RHa), eastward to 
the grasslands of the Meat Animal Research Center in Clay Co and 
westward to Keith Co. This year 1 was near Fort Kearny SHP, Kearnev 
Co, 5 Feb (BP,LP,RBa), 3 were counted on the LM CBC 23 Dec, and 2^ 
a new count high, were found on the Grand Island CBC 16 Dec. ' 
Rough-legged Hawk: Some good counts were made, including 9 alonq 
1-80 between Grand Island and Ogallala on 16 Dec (LMa), 8 in Dawes 
and Sioux Cos 6 Dec (LMa), and 7 along highway 92 in Logan Co 5 Feb 
(NR) . 

Golden Eagle: Most easterly were 1 sw of Ewing on 26 Dec (JJo) and 
another s of Sutherland Res 4-5 Feb (NR,RBa,BP,LP). It would be of 
interest to know the age classes of wandering birds in winter 
adult or immature. 

Merlin: Probably regular in small numbers statewide in midwinter 
reports of birds possibly attempting to winter included 1 near- 
Willis 31 Dec (BFH) , 1 in Sarpy Co 4 Jan (BP,LP) , and another se of 
Kearney in Kearney Co on 5 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Peregrine Falcon: Rare in midwinter, although expected to become 
more numerous due to marked recent increases in the population 
nationwide, two were reported. Singles were found in the Harlan Co 
Res area 6 Jan (LRa,RHa), and at Wehrspann L 9 Feb (BP,LP). 
Prairie Falcon: There were several reports, most from c and w NE as 
expected, but easterly was 1 which set up a winter roost on the 
Capitol Building in Lincoln, where it could be detected by its 
whitewash, as on 10 Jan (JMo), and actually entered the building 
where it was captured, photographed for the Omaha World Herald (23 
Jan) and released. One on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus 
12 Jan (JMo) may have been the same bird. 

Gray Partridge: Apparently at a population low, the only report was 
of 1 in Wayne Co on 4 Jan (JJo) . Observers are encouraged to report 
all sightings and locations for this species. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Best count was 40 in Dixon Co 6 Jan (JJo). 
Reports indicate the species is doing well in most parts of the 
state. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Good numbers were reported on the Lincoln 
Co and Calamus-Loup CBCs, with 30 and 36, respectively. One 
wandered through the observers' yard 3 miles se of Gibbon on 27 Jan 
(LRa,RHa), while of interest in terms of defining the winter range 
were 24 birds 2 miles w of Holstein on 13 Jan (LRa, RHa) and 3 
nearby on 24 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Apart from 1 reported on the Calamus-Loup CBC 
30 Dec, where the count high is 129 birds (NBr) , 8 were found at 
CLNWR 27 Feb (LMa). 

Wild Turkey: Doing well everywhere, best count, apart from CBCs, 
was 75 at Brooky Bottoms in Dixon Co on 6 Jan (JJo) . Best CBC count 
appears to be 169 at Calamus-Loup on 30 Dec. 

Northern Bobwhite: This species was reported westward in the Platte 
valley to the Gibbon area (LRa,RHa), although it occurs as far w as 
Scotts Bluff Co, and also on the Calamus-Loup CBC, where 9 were 
counted 30 Dec. This CBC must be the best in NE for gallinaceous 
birds! 

Virginia Rail: It appears that a few overwinter in the marshes in 
the LM area (Rosche, Birds of the Lake McConaughy Area ..., 1994); 
5 responded to tapes from the marshes near Lewellen on 22 Dec 
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td WRS) , and another was located in the seep marsh at the base of 
Kinasley Dam for the LM CBC 23 Dec. 

* erican Coot: Up to 4 may have wintered below Kingsley Dam (JoJ), 
1 though only 2 were counted 17-18 Feb (BP,LP,WRS). Last at NPNWR 
a i on 13 Dec (LKo), while migrants were first noted in e NE 20 
Feb 1 at Wehrspann L (JoJ) and 2 at Branched Oak SRA (JoJ). 
sandhill Crane: Rare in midwinter, 2 flew over the observers' yard 
G f Gibbon; these may have been very early spring migrants 
(LRa,RHa) # Next were many flying over at night on 16 Feb, the start 
of the migration proper (LRa,RHa). Best spring count reported was 
380 in Kearney Co 19 Feb (NR). 

Killdeer: Up to 6 were wintering along the North Platte R below 
Keystone L (LMa, JoJ,BP,LP,RBa) , where 13 were counted on the LM CBC 

23 Dec. Last in fall where not wintering were 2 in Sarpy Co 6 Dec 

(BP LP)• Migrants appeared 23 Feb, with 3 at NPNWR (LMa), and, in 
e NE, singles were over FFNC 25 Feb (BP,LP) and at England Res the 
same day (JoJ). ... 

Common Snipe: The only reports m midwinter were 1 at NPNWR on 26 
Jan (LKo), possibly the same as 1 in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Feb (LMa), 
and one in Lincoln Co 4 Feb (BP,LP) . In w NE, 7 were still at 
Stateline Island WMA as late as 14 Dec (LMa). 

Franklin's Gull: The only report was of the spring's first, 1 at 
Branched Oak SRA 29 Feb (LEi), a very early date. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Last in fall, and latest ever for NE by 16 days, 
were a surprising 23 at Sutherland Res 21 Dec (SJD,WRS). The only 
other report, the 4th latest ever, was of 2 at Branched Oak SRA 2 
Dec (LEi). 

Mew Gull: A report of a 2nd winter bird seen at LM 17 Feb (WRS,JSu) 
has been submitted to the Records Committee; this would be the 
first NE record if accepted. 

Ring-billed Gull: Following an excellent total of 1100 on the LM 
CBC 2 3 Dec, the midwinter low was 20-25 between 20 Jan and 5 Feb 
(BP,LP,JoJ); 192 had arrived by 16 Feb (LMa) and 400 by 18 Feb 
(LRa,RHa), indicating the start of the spring influx. The only 
other midwinter report was of 7 se of Gibbon on 21 Jan (LRa,RHa). 
First migrants were 100 noted at Branched Oak SRA and 40 at Olive 
Creek L SRA on 24 Feb (LEi). 

California Gull: The high count for the period at LM was 67 on 21 
Dec (SJD), dwindling to 12 on 16 Feb (LMa), and only 1 or 2 birds 
on 19 Feb, an adult (RBa) and/or a subadult (BP,LP) . The only 

report away from LM was of 2 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec; no 

details were provided, however. 

Herring Gull: Good numbers apparently wintered at LM, with 133 
counted on the LM CBC 23 Dec, and 100 present 5 Feb (BP,LP) ; spring 
migrants had arrived 16-17 Feb, when 300 were present (BP,LP,WRS). 
The only other midwinter report was of 2 se of Gibbon 21 Jan 
(LRa,RHa). In e NE first migrants appeared at Branched Oak SRA on 

24 Feb, with 15 seen (LEi). 

Thayer's Gull: Only 2 were noted away from LM, an adult at 
Cunningham L on 5 Dec (*JoJ) , and a 1st year bird at Sutherland Res 
21 Dec (SJD,WRS) . Adults are less often seen than immatures; this 

is the first such report in e NE. Possibly 7 different birds were 

reported at LM 20 Jan-24 Feb. Two adults were noted on 20 Jan 
(JoJ) ; a 2nd winter bird also on 20 Jan (JoJ), and up to 4 1st 
winter birds were present 20 Jan-24 Feb (BFH,JoJ,RBa,BP,LP), 
including 3 on 24 Feb (BFH). These 7 birds bring the NE total to 
about 15-20; it is clear that this species is now becoming a 
regular midwinter visitor. 

Iceland Gull: About the 7th NE report was a 1st winter bird at LM 
18 Feb (*BP,LP,*RBa); this bird was entirely pale-winged with an 
all-dark bill. 
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Lesser Black-backed Gull: An adult was at LM 17 Feb (*WRS) through 
24 Feb (BFH,RBa), and was accompanied by a 1st winter bird 18-ig 
Feb (*BP,LP). Another adult appeared at Branched Oak SRA 23-25 Feb 
(m.ob. fide NR). These are the 6th-8th NE reports, all since 1992 
Glaucous Gull: Among the amazing group of rare gulls at LM was the 
highest count yet of Glaucous Gulls, eclipsing the event of 1993-9 4 
when about 10 were present. This year, a careful count on 24 Feb 
yielded a total of 16, 4 of which were adults, the rest immatures 
(JoJ). Two birds were noted 20 Jan (JoJ), building to 16 on 24 Feb 
(JoJ, m.ob.). Elsewhere, up to 5 were at Sutherland Res 22 Dec -21 
Jan (LMa,SJD,WRS,JoJ) and a 2nd winter bird was at Harlan Co Res 27 
Dec (LRa,RHa). 

Great Black-backed Gull: Considering the above, the presence of a 
1st winter bird at LM 20 Jan (*JoJ) through 24 Feb (*m.ob.) may not 
have been unexpected. Nevertheless, it was only the 4th or 5th NE 
report. 

Black-legged Kittiwake: About the 16th NE report and 10th in the 
period 30 Oct-18 Dec was of a 1st winter bird at Branched Oak SRA 
3 Dec (*JoJ). Incredibly, this is the 12th gull species reported 
this winter, and with the Sabine's Gull reported last fall, 13 gull 
species were detected in NE fall and winter of 1995-95. Wow! 
Mourning Dove: Wintering birds were noted only in Douglas, Sarpy, 
and Otoe Cos (NR,RBa,LLF) , maximum count 13 (LLF) , and 1 in Kearney 
Co 16 Feb (LMa) may have been an early migrant. Almost certainly a 
migrant was the first in Scotts Bluff Co on 23 Feb (AKe). Last in 
fall outside the usual se NE winter range were 3 in Dakota Co 31 
Dec (BFH). 

Long-eared Owl: The only report was of 3 at Cunningham L 15 Jan 
(JoJ). 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was a single on the LM CBC 2 3 Dec. 
Although not listed by Rosche (1994) as occurring in the LM area, 
this species winters whenever snow cover allows. 

Belted Kingfisher: Best count was the 11, a count high, found on 
the Grand Island CBC 16 Dec. Rather northerly for midwinter was 1 
in Cedar Co 6 Jan (JJo). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Numbers in se NE were good this winter; as 
many as 143 were still in the Omaha CBC circle as late as 16 Dec, 
up to 6 were at FFNC 8 Jan (BP,LP) with 1 there 24 Jan (RBa), and 
2 were at Indian Cave SP 14 Jan (LLF) . There were no reports 
elsewhere. These birds usually leave the state in severe winters. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Westerly reports were along the Platte 
valley, as far as Keith Co, where 2 were found on the LM CBC; this 
is about as far w as this species occurs in the North Platte valley 
(Rosche 1994). 

Northern Flicker: "Red-shafted" birds were reported as far e as 
Otoe Co, where 1 was s of Nebraska City 2 5 Dec (LLF) . Of 6 flickers 
counted on the Kearney CBC 16 Dec, 4 were "red-shafted". Most NE 
breeding birds are hybrids; in winter there is an influx of 
northern "yellow-shafted" birds with little or no hybrid characters 
which may appear brighter yellow than the summer NE birds. 

Horned Lark: No large concentrations were reported; best count was 
a rather ordinary 765 in Dawes and Sioux Cos 6 Dec (LMa). 

Blue Jay: Now rather numerous as far as Scotts Bluff Co, 35 were 
counted on the Scottsbluff CBC 16 Dec. 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of the feeder birds at James Ranch 
throughout the period (SLe). 

Black-billed Magpie: Easterly locations where this species is 
considered regular include Willis (BFH) and around the Gibbon exit 
on 1-80 (LRa,RHa). There was a further report from Branched Oak 
SRA, where a population may be establishing; 2 were seen there 29 
Jan (RBa). Other easterly reports were of singles through the 
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riod at Wolf L (THo) and 1 in Dixon Co 6 Jan (JJo). 

American Crow: Thankfully "only hundreds" wintered around Kearney; 

1 Y about 100,000 are present, and even larger numbers have 
u ? tered around Holdrege for the past 25 years or so (LRa,RHa) . No 
other concentrations were reported. 

Rad-breasted Nuthatch: Indications of a possible invasion year were 
ot substantiated; although most feeders had 1-3 for the period, 
best count was only 7, at Johnson L on 10 Dec (LRa,RHa) , and the 
Omaha CBC only recorded 12. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Considered rare in winter in the LM area 
/where it does not breed) by Rosche (1994), an excellent count of 
11 was made on the LM CBC 23 Dec. Another was noted at NPNWR 23 Jan 
fLMa), where it is also only a winter visitor. 

pygmy f Nuthatch: Of interest was a comment by the observer that 
sightings of 8 birds in the Ponderosa WMA 7 Dec and 4 at Buffalo 
Creek WMA 27 Dec were his first in 3 winters in the area, leading 
him to question whether this species was a regular winter resident 
(LMa) . At least on the Pine Ridge this species is considered a 
permanent resident (Rosch6 1982), but it tends to move around in 
fall and winter, and the observations by Larry Malone indicate that 
it probably vacates parts of its range during some winters. 

Brown Creeper: Reports were along the Platte valley and southward; 
best count was 4 in Lincoln 28 Dec (LEi). 

Carolina Wren: None were reported away from Douglas and Otoe Cos; 
it will be of interest to see if birds at the nw edge of the range 
in NE survived the cold snaps this winter. 

Winter Wren: Only 3 were reported, 1 on the Omaha CBC 16 Dec and 
another at Branched Oak SRA 20 Dec (LEi), the same day as last 
year, a somewhat westerly location for this species. 

Karsh Wren: A new North Platte valley location for late Dec was 
Winters Creek L, where 1 was seen 20 Dec (LMa) ; another was in 
Scotts Bluff Co 2 Dec (LMa) . At the usual locations around LM were 
4 at the seep marsh at the base of Kingsley Dam 23 Dec (SJD), and 
2 at Clear Creek Marsh 22 Dec (SJD,WRS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Last in fall was 1 in Bellevue 2 Jan 
(BP,LP), and no others were reported until 18 Feb, when at least 1 
was at Funk Lagoon WPA (MUr); whether overwintering occurred is 
unproven; although it is considered to winter in small numbers in 
the Kearney area (LRa,RHa) and in se NE, Rosch€ (1994) pointed out 
that there are no records between 11 Jan and 14 Feb in the 
LM area, suggesting inability to survive through the entire winter. 
Eastern Bluebird: A few winter in s and se NE; best count was 11-15 
at Branched Oak SRA 29 Jan (RBa) and 4 Feb (LEi) , 5 were at Wolf L 
20 Jan (THo), and 1 was at Harlan Co Res 6 Jan (LRa,RHa). In Otoe 
Co, however, none were noted between 29 Dec and 13 Feb (LLF). 
Mountain Bluebird: Furthest e were 4 on the Lincoln Co CBC 9 Dec, 
about the e edge of the normal winter range. Migrants were 
returning to the breeding range 27 Feb, when 30 were n of Morrill 
(AKe). 

Townsend's Solitaire: Best count apart from CBCs was 40 in the LM 
area 18 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Furthest east were birds at regular winter 
locations such as Cottonmill L Park and Gallagher Canyon SRA 
(LRa,RHa), except for 1 on the Grand Island CBC 16 Dec; the count 
high for this species is 3. One was at Harlan Co Res 6 Jan 
(LRa,RHa) . A single bird on the Omaha CBC was too far to the e, in 
Iowai 

Hermit Thrush: Rare in winter away from the Missouri valley, 1 was 
X I?w Horme ^ Parlc on 31 Dec (JoJ), a late date for the location. No 
others were reported. 

American Robin: Large numbers were still present at CBC time, as 
seen in totals of 1728-3893 from CBCs in Keith, Lincoln, and 
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Loup/Garfield Cos, presumably attracted to cedars in those areas. 
Elsewhere, best counts were 370 at Sutherland Res 13 Jan (LMa) 

200 near Holstein 13 Jan (LRa,RHa) . At the opposite end of th© 
scale, only 1 was found on the Omaha CBC; maybe it was in Iowa tool 
First spring migrant in Dixon Co appeared 25 Feb (JJo). 

Northern Mockingbird: The only report was of 1 on the Grand Island 
CBC 16 Dec; this species may pop up anywhere in winter. 

Brown Thrasher: One was seen off-and-on on the UNL City Campu s 
until 8 Jan (JMo,LEi) ; it was not reported whether it survived the 
period. Another late bird was seen on the Kearney CBC 16 Dec, 
Wintering is rare, and usually occurs only in the extreme 
southeast. 

Cedar Waxwing: Best counts in a mediocre year for the species were 
250 at Schramm Park SRA 16 Feb (RBa) and 12 0 at Wolf L 25 Feb 
(THo), both reports possibly indicating early northward movement. 
Northern Shrike: This was a good year for this species, with 
several reported in southeast NE. One was found on the Omaha CBC 16 
Dec, another, undated, was in an Omaha yard (Edith Wilson fide NR) 

2 were at Branched Oak SRA 2 Dec (BP,LP), 2 were in s Lancaster Co 
24 Feb (LEi), and 1 was at Twin Lakes WMA 20 Dec (NR). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Usually these species do not overlap at any time 
in NE, and so unexpected was a single 7 miles e of Hazard 1 Jan 
(details,RHa,LRa) . To my knowledge, this is the furthest nw 
documented midwinter record for NE. Within the normal winter range 
was 1 in Otoe Co 25 Dec (LLF). No others were noted. 

European Starling: Best count was 2500 at Wolf L on 23 Dec (THo), 
At NPNWR high count was in midwinter, with 235 on 23 Jan (LKo). 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Rather westerly for mid-to-late Dec were a 
single on the LM CBC 2 3 Dec, another on the Grand Island CBC 16 
Dec, and a surprising 8 on the Calamus-Loup CBC 30 Dec, a late date 
for this number and location. Observers should try to determine 
whether winter Yellow-rumps are "Audubon's" 
or "Myrtle", as some western birds stray east in winter. 

Northern Cardinal: Alice Kenitz provided an update on the small 
Scotts Bluff Co population, the westernmost outpost of the species 
in NE: at the site just e of Scottsbluff along the Platte R, up to 
2 males and 3 females were being seen, although 1 male may have 
disappeared 7 Jan, when only 1 male was noted. A male which 
appeared in Gering in mid October was being seen intermittently 
through at least 18 Dec. According to Bent (Life Histories ...), 
young males molt from juvenal into adult-like red plumage around 
August; at this time brownish birds can be safely called females. 
Dickcissel: A single bird was reported on the Grand Island CBC 16 
Dec, although no details were provided. Surprisingly, this report 
is not unprecedented, as 1 wintered in Wayne Co 1985-86 (Am. Birds 
40:229). 

Spotted Towhee: Formerly the western form of Rufous-sided Towhee, 
this is the expected winter towhee in NE, generally occurring only 
in s NE. The eastern form, now known as (surprise!) Eastern Towhee, 
probably departs the state in winter. An undescribed towhee was at 
the UNL City Campus 16 Dec and 6 Jan (LEi), possibly 1 of 2 birds 
reported as Spotted Towhees at the Love Library feeder on the same 
campus 2 Dec (JMo). Several sightings of 1 in the observers' yard 
se of Gibbon were made during the period (LRa,RHa) . I would be 
interested to hear if anyone has records of Eastern Towhees in NE 
in winter. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best counts, apart from CBCs, were 300 
around Branched Oak SRA 31 Jan (JMo) and 100 in Dixon Co 23 Dec 
(JJo). 

Chipping Sparrow: Two were reported, neither with details of 
identification, although both at plausible locations. Very rare in 
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•ter, this species usually occurs as a single bird at a feeder. 
Q^e was reported from Hastings 19 Jan (GJK) , the other on the Omaha 
CBC 15 Dec. 

Field Sparrow: The only report was of 1 on the Grand Island CBC 16 
nee* no details were provided. There are several NE CBC reports, 
but few are documented; occurrence in Dec is not unlikely, however, 
vesper Sparrow: One was reported with Snow Buntings near Jackson on 
7 Jan (BFH); no details were provided, however, for what would be 
a most unexpected record. There are no other Jan or Feb reports for 

NE. . . 

gon g sparrow: Best midwinter count was an impressive 11 at L Alice, 
NPNWR, on 25 Jan (LMa). Good numbers winter throughout the Platte 
valley- 

Swamp Sparrow: Virtually unrecorded in NE m midwinter, except 
possibly in extreme se NE, 1 was at L Alice, NPNWR, on 25 Jan 
(LMa) , the first Jan panhandle report. One was reported 29 Dec 1964 
in Scotts Bluff Co, and another reportedly wintered in Lincoln Co 
1976-77 (Am. Birds 31:348). 

White-throated Sparrow: Wintering is uncommon, usually restricted 
to se NE, and so 1 in the observers' yard se of Gibbon throughout 
the period was of interest (LRa,RHa) . This bird was described as a 
"tan phase" bird; Bent (Life Histories ...) noted that 
White-throated Sparrow is a polymorphic species in which all 1st 
winter birds have tan median crown stripes, which in later molts 
become white in many (typical) birds, but some adults retain the 
tan stripe through subsequent adult molts, and thus they are 
indistinguishable from 1st winter birds. Wintering at more usual 
locations were 1 in an Omaha yard (NR) and another which apparently 
did so on the UNL City Campus (LEi,JMo). 

White-crowned Sparrow: All reports were from Buffalo Co 
southeastward; few were reported in midwinter, however, with 1 at 
Hastings 24 Jan (GJK) and small numbers in the Gibbon area 
throughout the period (LRa,RHa). In midwinter, most White-crowns 
are found in se NE or the s panhandle. 

Harris' Sparrow: This species has been at a low ebb in recent 
years. In Lancaster Co, it was the "poorest year in many years", 
with a total of only 20 throughout the period (LEi) , and CBC totals 
at Grand Island of 12, compared with the count high of 275, and at 
Omaha of only 6 underscored the scarcity of these birds. 

Dark-eyed Junco: Best count was only 55, in e Otoe Co 8 Dec (LLF). 
The "oregon" form occurs statewide in winter, but is scarce in e 
NE; 1 was in Nebraska City 19 Jan (LLF). In c NE it is regular in 
winter, with several sightings (LRa,RHa). While "oregon" and 
"slate-colored" birds were present through the period at James 
Ranch, "white-winged" did not arrive at the feeders until 25 Dec 
(SLe). 

Lapland Longspur: The only large flock reported was 1000 in Dixon 
Co 28 Feb (JJo), presumably migrants. Lack of snow cover was blamed 
for the paucity in sc NE, where only 1 sighting was made for the 
period (LRa,RHa). 

Snow Bunting: None were noted prior to 6 Jan, when 20 appeared in 
Dixon Co (JJo) , and 7 Jan, when 80-100 were near Jackson (BFH) . The 
only other reports were of 1-2 frequenting Parking Area 10 at 
Branched Oak SRA 20 Jan (RBa) to 18 Feb (JMo) . None were reported 
westward. 

^^-wiag^d Blackbird: Most depart in midwinter, and so 50 at 
Branched Oak SRA 14 Jan (JMo) and 200 there 20 Jan (RBa) were 
unusual. Unusual numbers wintered in sc NE also (LRa,RHa). 
Observers who noted last dates had departure 14 Dec in Scotts Bluff 
Co with 21 at Kiowa WMA (LMa) and 25 Dec in Nebraska City with 
a single bird (LLF); arrival at these locations was 23 Feb in 



16_ The Nebraska Bird Review _ Vol. ^ 

Scotts Bluff Co with 73 birds (LMa) and 25 Feb in Nebraska City 
with 16 birds (LLF) . Earliest in w NE were at Chadron on 22 p e u 
(ZUr). 

Eastern Meadowlark: First reported in spring were 11 in Kearney q q 
16 Feb (LRa,RHa). No others were reported. Few winter in NE, most 
in extreme se NE. 

Western Meadowlark: First identified to species, i.e. singing, were 
2 in Otoe Co 19 Feb (LLF) and 3 in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Feb (LMa). 
Most wintering meadowlarks in NE are generally assumed to be this 
species. 

Meadowlark sp.: Best count was 50, in Lancaster Co 4 Feb (LEi), a 
good midwinter total. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Last in fall was a single on the Grand 
Island CBC 16 Dec, new for the count, while first in spring was i 

far to the w, at Kiowa WMA on 23 Feb (LMa) ; the latter bird may 

have wintered nearby, as 1 was there 21 Nov (both were males) 
(LMa). There are fewer than 10 Feb reports for the state. 

Rusty Blackbird: Wintering is unusual, and so noteworthy were 1-2 
wintering with Red-winged Blackbirds in Kearney Co (LRa,RHa) and 2 
at Willis 7 Jan (BFH). Best count and latest other than the above 
was 11 in Washington Co 9 Dec (JoJ). 

Great-tailed Grackle: Not a first, 2 were on the Grand Island CBC 
16 Dec, where the count high is 10. More unusual were 32 at Oak L 

in Lincoln on 14 Jan (JMo); these were probably wintering, as 6 

were there 22 Feb and 6 on 2 Dec (JMo) . If so, this is only the 2nd 
record of overwintering in NE; the first was from Lincoln also, in 
1985-86 (Am. Birds 40:299). 

Common Grackle: A few winter, usually in singles or small groups in 
se or sc NE. Three sightings were made in Jan at Hastings (GJK), 
and a few wintered with Red-winged Blackbirds in sc NE (LRa,RHa). 
Also, 3 were near Oak 1 in Lincoln 14 Jan (JMo) and 5 were at a 
feeder in Grafton 19 Jan (JoJ). First spring migrants were 15 in 
Omaha 20 Feb (NR). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Midwinter reports are rare, especially in 
Buffalo Co, where 1 was in the observers' yard 5 and 19 Jan 
(LRa,RHa) . Latest in fall was 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Dec (JoJ) 
and 13 on the Omaha CBC the same day, while first in spring were 
singles, a female in Dixon Co 20 Feb (JJo) and another unidentified 
to gender at Oak L in Lincoln on 22 Feb (JMo). 

Purple Finch: The several reports of small numbers were in e NE, 
west only to Wayne (JJo), Saunders (THo), and Lancaster (LEi) Cos, 
with the high count 29 at Willis 31 Dec (BFH). An exception was 1 
below Kingsley Dam 2 3 Dec on the LM CBC. This species is rather 
rare in w NE. 

Casein's Finch: The only report of this rarely-noted species was of 
1 at a Crawford feeder 28 Jan with House Finches and Pine Siskins 
(*LMa) . Most NE records are in the period 1 Jan-28 May, and so 
observers should keep this species in mind this spring on the Pine 
Ridge. 

House Finch: Most observers block these birds out nowadays, but see 
comments under House Sparrow, below. 

Red Crossbill: The only report was of 4 on 28 Jan in the usual 
range at Crawford (LMa); apparently none drifted eastward or 
southward into the rest of the state. 

White-winged Crossbill: Rare in NE, with only about 60 reports in 
all, this year there were 2 reports: 4 were at the Norfolk Cemetery 
29 Jan (Mark and Ed Brogie fide NR) and 2 "immature males" were at 
North Platte 23 Feb (WWy). 

Common Redpoll: This species was much in evidence this winter, with 
reports statewide. Most southerly were 3 at the Schlothauer feeder 
in Mitchell 29 Feb (AKe), at least 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 18 Feb 
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fMUr) , 1*3 through the period at a feeder se of Gibbon (LRa,RHa), 
1-4 at a feeder in Hastings 19 Jan -6 Feb (GJK), up to 100, also 
best count, at the s end of the dam at Branched Oak SRA 16 Jan 
rRBa) to 29 Feb (LEi,RBa), and 1 at the Kovanda feeder in Bellevue 
22 Jan (BP, LP). 

Hoary Redpoll: Somewhat surprisingly, there was only one report, of 
bird described as "very pale" with a flock of as many as 55 
Common Redpolls at a Wakefield feeder 29 Jan-29 Feb, but not 
identified positively until 26 Feb (JJo)'. No further details were 
received for what would be the 7th NE record. There were about 11 
individuals reported in Iowa this winter. 

pine Siskin: Just an average winter, with best counts 97 in the 
Wildcat Hills 24 Feb (LMa) , 85 in an Omaha yard 17 Dec (NR) , and 65 
in the Tekamah Cemetery 28 Jan (JoJ). 

American Goldfinch: Also average for this species, best counts were 
200 along highway 92 in Custer Co 5 Feb (NR) and 100 in Dixon Co 22 
Dec (JJo)• 

House Sparrow: At last, something of interest to report on this 
species. In the last 2-3 years CBC data (for example, see Iowa) 
have indicated that House Sparrow numbers seem to be declining in 
areas where House Finches have shown remarkable increases. This 
winter 2 observers at opposite ends of the state noticed a similar 
decline in House Sparrows; Bill Huser at South Sioux City saw no 
more than 2 at one time where he had 20-30 in past years, and Zee 
Uridil in Chadron had no more than 6 where he had had almost 
nothing else but House Sparrows in other years. Both observers 
mentioned the presence of House Finches, but Huser did not think 
that numbers at the feeders were the problem, as feed remained at 
the end of the day; he suggested nesting competition in the summer 
as a possible cause of House Sparrow decline. 


OBSERVERS 


Roland Barth (RBa), Omaha; Norma Brockmoller (NBr), Winside; 
Kathleen Crawford-Rose (KCR), Bellevue; Kevin DeGarmo (KDG), 
Elmwood; Jan DeGarmo (JDG), Elmwood; Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), 
Ames, IA; Larry Einemann (LEi), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska 
City; Laurence L. Falk (LLF), Nebraska City; Betty Grenon (BGr), 
Bellevue; Robin Harding (RHa), Gibbon; Thomas A. Hoffman (THo), 
Omaha; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Jan Johnson (JJo), 
Wakefield; Joel Jorgensen (JoJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AKe), Gering; 
Lucy Koenig (LKo), Scottsbluff; Glen J.I.Kramer (GJK), Hastings; 
Sandy Lemmon (SLe), Crawford; Larry Malone (LMa), Scottsbluff; 
James Mountjoy (JMo) , Lincoln; Babs Padelford (BP) , Bellevue; Loren 
Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Larry Randolph (LRa), Gibbon; Neal 
Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; John 
Sullivan (JSu), Elmwood; Zee Uridil (ZUr), Chadron; Mark 
Urwiller (MUr), Kearney. 


NEBRASKA CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT FOR 1995 

The official count period for the 96th Audubon National 
Society's Christmas Bird Count was 16 December 1995 through 2 
January 1996. One location (North Platte) conducted counts outside 
the official period. 

The numerical data are presented in Table 1 (pages 18-23) in 
a west (left) to east (right) order for 10 locations in Nebraska 
except for the inclusion of one Iowa location in the Omaha count. 
Unusual species that were underlined in the individual reports are 

(continued on page 24) 
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marked by an asterisk (*) before the number in a particular column 
and unusual numbers underlined in the reports are shown in bold! 
For Bald Eagles, the total number, which is given first, includes 
any adults and/or immatures (given in parentheses). Species with 
subdivisions such as for Snow Goose, Northern Flicker, and Dark¬ 
eyed Junco, are counted as a unit in getting species totals. 
Unidentified species are included in the total numbers but not in 
the number of species for a location except when no specific form 
was reported . Species seen in the count circle during the count 
period, but not on the count day, are listed at the end of the 
location descriptions. 

The following descriptions of the 10 locations with 
abbreviations (if used) in Table 1, are presented alphabetically, 
and include pertinent information and names of compilers and 
participants. 

Calamus-Loup: center 7 mi. west, 4 mi. north of Burwell, NW 
corner of Sec. 5, T22N, R17W, circle mostly in Loup and Garfield 
Cos.; 30 Dec.. Observers: Joyce Borgelt, Norma Brockmoller 
(compiler), Scott Buss, Robin Harding, David Heidt, Neal Pohlman, 
Lanny Randolph, Duane and Brant Wolff. 46 species, 12,060 
individuals. Norma wrote, "The morning was very foggy, damp, and 
cold, making it a challenge to locate birds, but by noon conditions 
had improved and birding was better. The area is a mixture of 
sandhills, farmland, town, and resort. There is hilly terrain and 
flat land, with ponds, rivers, and streams. People have been very 
friendly and cooperative once they know why we are looking at their 
farmsteads through binoculars." 

Grand island: center NW h,, NW Sec. 1, T10N, R10W, circle 
includes all of Grand Island, Cornhusker State Wildlife Management 
Area, so. half of Hall Co. Airport, and Crystal Lake; 16 Dec., 7:15 
A.M. - 5:30 P.M., temp. 28-54° F, mostly sunny, wind south, less 
than 10 mph, 90% ice cover, no snow, poor mast crop; 22 observers 
in field in 6 parties, 1 feeder watcher; 16 hrs. and 23.5 mi. on 
foot, 29.5 hrs. and 414 mi. by car; owling: 8.5 hrs., 54 mi. by 
car, 1.5 mi. on foot; 0.5 feeder hrs. Observers: Faye Conlon, Tony 
Curtis, Carol and Rich Deardorff, Carole and Jim Etherton, Steve 
Fosselman, Teresa Hurteau, Ken Kroeger, Anne and Ron Kruse, Gary 
Lingle (compiler), Connie McCartney, Jim Meyer, Gary and Scott 
Purdy, Eric Volden, Annette Wetzel, Bill and Erin Whitney, Erika 
Wilson, Diane Zwink. 66 species, 18,107 individuals. 

Kearney: center 2 mi. west of Kearney bridge over Platte 
River, circle includes Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, Cottonmill 
Park, Fort Kearny State Historical Park, Hiker-Biker Trail, Platte 
River bridges, Kearney and Odessa, Fawn Meadows and Woods, 
sandpits, and roadside areas; 16 Dec., A.M. and P.M. (times not 
given) ; temp. 35-42° F, partly cloudy and calm in A.M. , hazy with 
strong south wind in P.M., no snow cover, lakes mostly to all 
covered with ice, Platte River mostly open; 9 observers in 2 groups 
in field, 5 observers at feeders in 2 groups. Observers: in field, 
George Brown (leader), Robin Harding, Richard Luehrs, Robert I. 
Price, Lanny Randolph (compiler), Ward Schrack, Sheva Sharma, 
Margaret Triplett, Mark Urwiller; at feeders, John and Margaret 
Bliese, Marian Brown, Barbara and Paul Tebbel. 39 species, 22,258 
individuals. 

Lake McConaughy (Lake McCon.) : center at north end of Ogallala 
Beach Recreation Area, Gate 20, along south side of the lake, 
circle includes Lemoyne, Keystone, and Ogallala; 23 Dec., 5:45 A.M. 
- 5:00 P.M., temp. 13-33° F, cloudy and light snow A.M., clear 
P.M., wind NW 5-15 mph, snow cover 0-1", still and moving waters 
open; 9 observers in 4-6 parties, 34 hrs. and 25 mi. on foot, 23.5 
hrs. and 390 mi. by car, 1 hr. and 10 mi. owling, no feeder 
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rvers. Observers: Stephen J. Dinsmore (compiler), Norma 
S ickson, Robin Harding, Mary Kippes, Larry Malone, Babs and Loren 
pdelford, Lanny Randolph, W. Ross Silcock. 86 species, 39,640 
'ndividuals. The following species were seen during the count 
1 eriod but not on the count day: Common Loon, Red-necked Grebe. 

P Lincoln: center at intersection of Coddington and West A Sts., 
circle includes Pioneers Park, about 8 mi. in Wilderness Park, 
Lagoon Park, Yankee Hill Lake and Conestoga Lake areas, eastern 
half of Pawnee Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; 16 Dec., 12:00 A.M. - 
11;5 9 p.M., temp. 19-48° F, partly clear A.M., partly cloudy P.M., 
wind calm to SW 12 mph, trace of snow, still water frozen, moving 
water partly open; 23 observers in 15 parties, 5 feeder observers, 
84.25 hrs. and 78 mi. on foot, 36.5 hrs. and 763.5 mi. by car, 5.5 
hrs. and 60 mi. owling, 26.5 hrs. at feeders. Observers: Irene and 
George Alexander, Cody Arenz, Russ Benedict, Linda Brown, Cindy 
Cochran, John Dinan, Larry Einemann, Bill Garthright, Carolyn Hall, 
Mark Humpert, Paul Johnsgard, Paul and Karla Kaufman (compilers), 
Tim Knott, Josef Kren, Jenny Lackey, Rosalind Morris, Jim Mountjoy, 
Ken Reitan, Amy Richert, Hazel Scheiber, Donald Williams. 65 
species, 15,668 individuals. [Note: See a report on the ring-necked 
duck under Nebraska bird observations.] 

North Platte and Lincoln County: no official center given 
according to the rules of the National Audubon Society; 9 Dec. (7 
days before count period), 8:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M., temp. -5 - +22° 
F, mostly sunny, wind 5-10 mph. Observers (all members of Tout Bird 
Club): Bob Bailey, Florence Clough, Esther and Harold Cunningham, 
Marie Evans, Greg Hoover, Pat McEvoy, Nancy Norton, Darlene Schick, 
Wilma Wyman (compiler) , Howard Wyman. 41 species, 6619 individuals. 

Omaha: center at Offutt Air Force Base Lake, Bellevue, circle 
includes Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, 
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the Platte and 
Missouri Rivers; 16 Dec., 6:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M., temp. 28-47° F, 
partly cloudy in A.M., clear in P.M., %" snow, wind S 8 mph, still 
water frozen, moving water partly open; 31 observers in 7-9 parties 
+ 2 at feeders, 22.5 hrs. and 26 mi. on foot, 28 hrs. and 389 mi. 
by car, 2 hrs. and 41 mi. owling, 3.5 hrs. at feeders. Observers: 
Betty Allen, Reid Allen, Roland Barth, Elliott Bedows, Manit 
Bunnamit, Nellie Falzgraf, Dick Gilson, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon 
(compiler), Essie and Sam Grill, Debbie Hunsberger, Clem Klaphake, 
James Kohler, Raymond C. Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, 
Lorraine Lienemann, Jim MacLaughlin, Don Maas, Cliff Nation, Babs 
and Loren Padelford, Dick Rasmussen, Izen and Neal Ratzlaff, Eric 
Scholar, Chris Williams, Alexander Wilson, Edith Wilson, Gertrude 
Wood. 64 species, 8,884 individuals. The American White Pelican 
listed in Table 1 was found dead 30 Dec. 1995. 

Ponca: center at Dakota-Dixon County line with intersection of 
state line; 31 Dec., times not given, temp. 25° F., overcast and 
still, 2 observers in 1 party, 57 mi. by car and 5 mi. on foot, 
total of 9 hrs. by car and foot, 15 min. owling, no feeder 
observers. Observers: Bill Huser (compiler), Jerry Probst. Comment 
on the Merlin by Bill Huser, "larger than Kestrel, dark tail with 
white barring, brown 'tear' mark on face, brown, streaked breast.' 

Scottsbluff: center at Visitors' Center, Scotts Bluff National 
Monument, circle includes Scotts Bluff Co. Airport, portions of the 
Wildcat Hills, part of Carter Canyon, Roubadeau Pass; 16 Dec., 7:15 
A.M. - 4:00 P.M., temp. 21-40° F, partly cloudy, no snow, wind SE 
?~ 9 mph, still water partly frozen, moving water open; 10 observers 
in 1-3 parties + 1 at feeders. 2 hrs. and 1.75 mi. on foot, 16 hrs. 
and 144.75 mi. by car, 2 hrs. at feeders, no owling. Observers: 
Lucile Bigelow, Anne DeCory, Helen Hughson, Alice Kenitz 
(compiler), Robert Larkin, Larry Malone, Brad McKinney, Ann 
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Sherrill, Glenn Sherrill, Nora Mae Vance. 48 species, 18,138 
individuals. Species seen during count week but not on count day: 
Wood Duck, Marsh Wren, Northern Cardinal. 

Branched Oak-Seward: center 0.5 mi. south and 0.5 mile east of 
Garland (middle of Sec. 9, TUN, R4E) , 20 Dec., 4:30 A.M. - 5:00 
P.M. , temp. 28-31° F, cloudy, no snow, wind SW 0-5 mph, still and 
moving water partly open, 14 observers in 10-12 parties + 7 at 
feeders, 35.75 hrs. and 43.5 mi. on foot, 22 hrs. and 159.5 mi. by 
car, 3,5 hrs. and 47.5 mi. owling, 48 hrs. at feeders. Observers: 
Russ Benedict, Mike Bullerman, Chris Colt, Roger Cutshall, Larry 
Einemann, Joseph Gubanyi (compiler), Chris Helzer, Jerry Jorgensen, 
Joel Jorgensen, Carl Langefeld, Kevin Poague, Neal and Izen 
Ratzlaff, Duane Wolff. 66 species, 16,414 individuals. The 
following species were seen during the count week but not on the 
count day: Gadwall (1), American Wigeon (3), Ring-billed Gull (35), 
Herring Gull (13). 


1996 SURVEY OF BALD AND GOLDEN EAGLES IN NEBRASKA 

John Dinan, Nongame Bird Program Manager, Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission, 2200 N. 33rd St., Lincoln, NE 68503-0370 (phone: 
402/471-0641; Fax: 402/471-5528) , supplied the results of the 1996 
(January 3-15) Bald and Golden Eagle surveys. Nine organizations 
and twenty-one individuals participated in the survey. 

Conditions for 1996 survey : Temperatures 10 to 50° F. The 
Niobrara River had 70 to 100% ice cover, while the unchannelized 
portion of the Missouri River was mostly open. The channelized 
portion of the Missouri was open but had floating ice. The Platte 
River had 50 to 90 % ice cover; the South Platte, 30 to 80 %; and 
the North latte was only 10 % ice-covered west of the Bridgeport 
area, but 50 to 90 % ice-covered east of there. The Loup River was 
50 to 90 % ice-covered. Most lakes and reservoirs were 95 to 100 % 
ice-covered except for Lake McConaughy, which had 30% ice cover. 

Golden Eagles : There were 28 Golden Eagle sightings in 
Nebraska during the 1996 survey. They were distributed in the 
following areas: North Platte River: Lisco-Lewellen (2), Lewellen- 
Keystone (Area Lakes) (1); Platte River: North Platte-Gothenberg 
(lake, canal) (1) ; unidentified area (1) ; Beaver Creek (4) ; 
Valentine NWR (1); and in the following counties: Cherry (3); 
Dawes (2); Dundy (1); Knox (1); Morrill (1); Sheridan (7); Sioux 
(1); and Wheeler (2). 

Bald Eagles : The 1996 survey included 535 adults, 181 
immatures, and 3 of unknown age. The total of 719 Bald Eagles is a 
4% decrease from the 1995 count of 749, a 3% decrease from the 
1980-96 statewide average of 743, and a 21% decrease from the 
previous five-year average of 909 Bald Eagles. The frequency of 
immature individuals among those identified as adults vs. immatures 
in 1996 was 25%, representing a 3% decrease from the previous ten- 
year average. 

Compared to the 1980-1996 average, there were the following 
decreases in Bald Eagle use of the following areas: 9% for the 
Platte River Darr-Elm Creek area including Johnson and Elwood 
Reservoirs; 21% for the North and South Platte Rivers from Maxwell 
to the Lincoln/Keith County line including Sutherland Reservoir; 
48% for the North Platte River from Keystone to Lewellen including 
Lake McConaughy and Ogallala; and 40% for the Republican River from 
Alma to Naponee including the Harlan County Reservoir. 

Bald Eagle data are given in the following tables. 

Imm. = immature, NWR=National Wildlife Refuge; WMA = 
Management Area. 


Wildlife 
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Adults Imm. Total 


North Platte River, Totals 

67 

27 

94 

wvoming Line-Bayard (Area Lakes) 

16 

5 

21 

Ravard-Lisco 

8 

1 

9 

j.isco— Level len 

14 

15 

29 

T^wellen-Keystone (Area Lakes) 

20 

3 

23 

Kevstone-Paxton 

3 

1 

4 

Paxton-North Platte 

6 

2 

8 

— 




South Platte River, Totals 

6 

1 

7 

Colorado Line-Big Springs 

1 

0 

1 

Bid springs-Paxton 

2 

1 

3 

Paxton-North Platte, Tri-Co. 

Div. 

3 

0 

3 

— 




Platte River, Totals 

138 

37 

176* 

North Platte-Gothenberg (Lake, 
Canal) 

22 

12 

34 

I Gothenberg-Darr 

7 

0 

7 

|| Darr-Elm Creek (Lakes, Canal) 

57 

7 

64 

Elm Creek-Kearney 

7 

6 

13 

Kearney-Shelton 

7 

1 

8 

Shelton-Grand Island 

2 

1 

3 

Grand Island-Silver Creek 

2 

3 

5 

Silver Creek-Columbus 

3 

1 

4 

Columbus-North Bend 

13 

2 

15 

|| North Bend-Fremont 

3 

1 

5* 

Fremont-Linoma 

5 

2 

7 

[ Linoma-Plattsmouth 

10 

1 

11 

* Includes 1 of unknown age in North Bend - Fremont region. 

North Loup River, Middle Loup 
River, & Loup River, Totals | 


2 

29 

Brewster-Burwell (North Loup) 

— 

1 

0 

1 

Burwe11-mouth (North Loup) 

7 

1 

8 

Arcadia-mouth (Sherman Reserv.) 
(Middle Loup) 

3 

0 

3 

North Loup River-Genoa (Loup R.) 

5 

1 

6 

Genoa-mouth (Loup River) 

11 

0 

11 
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Adults _ I mm. _Total 


Niobrara River, Totals 

26 

1 

27 " 

I Snake River-Cornel1 

9 

0 

9 

Cornell-Cherry Co. Line 

3 

0 

3 

Cherry Co. Line-Cuba 

1 

1 

2 

Cuba-Newport 

3 

0 

3 

Newport-Redbird/Lynch 

3 

0 

3 

Redbird/Lynch-Missouri River 

7 

0 

7 

Snake River, Totals (Hwy 97 
bridge-mouth (Merritt Res.) 




1 

0 

1 

Republican River, Totals 



iau 

25 

14 

39 

Alma-Naponee (Harlan Res.) 

13 

11 

24 

Naponee-Riverton 

3 

0 

3 

Riverton-Guide Rock 

9 

3 

12 

Missouri River, Totals 


156 

31 

188* 

Missouri River 

1 

0 

1 

NE Line-Monowi 

3 

2 

5 

Monowi-Gavins Pt., Lewis & Clark 
Lake 

13 

4 

17 

Gavins Pt.-Goat Island 

19 

7 

26 

Goat Island.-Ponca St. Park 

8 

2 

11* 

Ponca St. Park-Homer 

3 

0 

3 

Homer-Decatur 

7 

0 

7 

Decatur-Tekamah 

7 

1 

8 

Tek.-Mormon Bridge (DeSoto NWR) 

14 

1 

15 

Hwy 275-Plattsmouth 

9 

0 

9 

P1attsmouth-Union 

2 

1 

3 

Union-Peru 

26 

7 

33 

Peru-Indian State Park 

28 

3 

31 

Indian Cave St. Park-Kansas Line 

16 

3 

19 

* Includes 1 of unknown age in Goat Island-Ponca St. Park area. 


No Bald eagles seen from Mormon Bridge-Hwy 275 
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Adults 


Iran, 


Total 


Reservoirs and Lakes, Totals 

22 

35 

57 

Sutherland Reservoir 

9 

8 

17 

Lake Maloney 

1 

0 

1 

Enders Reservoir 

0 

5 

5 

swanson Reservoir 

11 

22 

33 

Calamus Reservoir 

1 

0 

1 

—Bald Eagles seen at Red Will 
Reservoir, Lake Babcock, or Salt V« 

Low Reservoir, Medicine Creek 
illey Lakes. 

Other Areas, Totals | 

14 

3 

18* 

Area not identified 

3 

0 

4* 

Beaver Creek 

8 

3 

11 

Valentine NWR 

2 

0 

2 

I Maloney Canal 

1 

0 

1 


No Bald Eagles seen at Sidney, Mahon Ranch, Cody Park, 

Sac-Wilcox WMA, Schilling WMA, Sandy Creek NRD, Frenchman, Turkey 


Counties, Totals 

53 

30 

83 

|| Blaine 

4 

1 

5 

| Chase 

3 

0 

3 

Cherry 

0 

2 

2 

Cuming 

2 

0 

2 

Dawes 

1 

0 

1 

Dundy 

1 

0 

1 

Franklin 

0 

11 

11 

Furnas 

15 

9 

24 

Garfield 

1 

0 

1 

Harlan 

5 

1 

6 

Loup 

2 

1 

3 

Red Willow 

5 

2 

7 

Sheridan 

2 

1 

3 

Sioux 

2 

0 

2 

Stanton 

4 

1 

5 

Thayer 

1 

0 

1 

Thomas 

2 

0 

2 

Wheeler 

3 

1 

4 
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1992,1993 (FIFTH) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Compiled by Joe Gubanyi, Concordia College, 

800 North Columbia, Seward, NE 68434 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are 
described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The 
committee's purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting 
unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all documented 
birds for Nebraska. The official list of birds was last published 
in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been appended three 
times (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990, and Grenon 1991). 

This report includes accounts submitted in late 1991 as well 
as all records submitted during the calendar years of 1992 and 
1993, covering records with accession numbers 295-358. All records 
mentioned here will be available to interested persons at the NOU 
archives at the University of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE, 
Interested parties should contact the current NOU librarian, whose 
address can be found on the back cover of the latest issue of The 
Nebraska Bird Review. 


State List 

With this report, the following changes are made to the 
official list of birds of Nebraska: 

Additions 

Ruff ( Philomachus pugnax) : Accidental, III, insert between 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper ( Tryngites subruficollis) and 
Short-billed Dowitcher ( Limnodromus griseus) 

Ross' Gull ( Rhodostethia rosea): Accidental, I-P, insert; 
between Black-legged Kittiwake ( Rissa tridactyla) and 
Sabine's Gull ( Xema sabini ) 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus ): Accidental, III* 
insert between Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides) and 
Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus) 

Change in Status 

Brown Pelican ( Pelecanus occidentalis) : Accidental, change 
from III to I-P 

Alder Flycatcher ( Empidonax alnorum) : Regular, change fro* 
undocumented to I-R 

Canyon Wren ( Catherpes mexicanus) : Accidental, change from II® 
to I-P 


Accepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of 6 votes in 
favor are required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU 
Records Committee 1986). Records in the following classes are 
listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic 

documentations of the same bird exist 

III - one written diagnostic documentation or two 

independently written diagnostic documentations 
of the same bird exist 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement 
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noting the species, class, date, location and initial(s) of 

observers. 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata). Class III. 

K a juvenile was observed and described at Standing Bear 
Lake, Douglas County, 20 November 1993; RS. 

Brown Pelican ( Pelecanus occldentalis) . Class I-P. 

An adult was observed and photographed at Desoto National 
Wildlife Refuge (NBR 60:69), Washington County, 6 May 1992; 
BR. 

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax olivaceus ). 

A written description (class III; KtK) and a set of 
photographs (class I-P; PK) were received for a single 
adult bird observed at Hackberry Lake, Valentine National 
Wildlife Refuge, Cherry County, 4 September 1993. 

Eurasian Wigeon ( Anas penelope) . Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at Lake 
Yankton, Cedar County, 10 March 1993; RC. 

Black Scoter ( Melanitta nigra) . Class III. 

An immature or female was observed and described at Branched 
Oak Lake, Lancaster County, 27 November 1992; PK, KK. 
White-winged Scoter ( Melanitta fusca ). Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at Grove Lake 
Wildlife Management Area, Antelope County, 5 November 1991; 
LB. 

King Rail ( Rallus elegans). 

1 . A single bird was observed and photographed at 
Phillips Marsh, Hamilton County, 10 June 1991 (class I-P) ; 
CM, MM. 

2. A single bird was observed and photographed at Lake 
Yankton, Knox County, 30 May 1992 (class I-P); LB. 

Black-necked Stilt ( Himantopus mexicanus ). 

Two separate reports were received for birds at the same 
location. Nesting was observed and a single bird was 
observed and photographed 4 mi east of Antioch along Highway 
2, Sheridan County, 5 June 1991 (class I-P); MC. Four birds 
were observed and described at this location 16 June 1991 
(class III); RS. 

Red Knot ( Calidris canutus) . Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at Lake 
Babcock North, 4 mi north of Columbus, Platte County, 26 May 
1991; MB. 

Red Phalarope ( Phalaropus fulicaria ). 

1. A single adult breeding plumage female was observed and 
described in Phelps County, 1 August 1993 (Class III); LR. 

2. A single basic plumage bird was observed and described 
near Funk, Phelps County, 24 August 1993 (Class III); JoJ. 

Ruff ( Philomachus pugnax) . Class III. 

A juvenile was observed and described near Axtell, Kearney 
County, 21,22 September 1993; JoJ. This represents the 
first documented occurrence for this species in Nebraska. 
Pomarine Jaeger ( Stercorarius pomarinus) . Class II. 

Four reports were received of a single bird observed and 
described at Conestoga Lake, Lancaster County, 15-17 
December 1991; TB, JG, PK, TL. 

Ross’ Gull ( Rhodostethia rosea). 

Two written reports (class III; SD, RS) and three 
photographs (class I-P; SD, JG, BR) were received of a 
single bird observed and described at Sutherland Reservoir, 
Lincoln County, 17-23 December 1992 (NBR 61:88-90). This 
represents the first documented occurrence for this species 
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in Nebraska. 

California Gull ( Larus californicus) . Class III. 

A single report of as many as 54 individuals were observed 
and described at Lake McConaughy, Keith County, 15 June and 
27,28 July 1991 (NBR 60:31); RS. 

Thayer’s Gull ( Larus thayeri ). 

1. A single first winter bird was observed and described at 
Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County, 17 December 1992 
(Class III); SD. 

2. A single first winter bird was observed and described at 
Lake Ogallala, Keith County, 18 December 1992 (Class III); 
SD. 

Iceland Gull (Larus glaucoides) . Class III. 

1. A single immature bird was observed and described at 
Gavin's Point, Cedar County, 10 November 1991; BH. 

2. A single first winter bird was observed and described at 
Branched Oak Lake, Lancaster County, 11 January 1993 (NBR 
60:139); BP, LP. 

Glaucous Gull (Larus hyperboreus ). 

1. A single immature bird was observed and described at 
Johnson Lake, Gosper County, 28 November 1991 (Class III); 
PK. 

2. A single first winter bird was observed and described 
(NBR 60:32) at Gavin's Point, Cedar County, 1 December 1991 
(Class III); BH. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuscus) . Class III. 

1. Two reports were received of a single adult bird observed 
(assumed to be the same bird) and described at Pawnee Lake, 
Lancaster County, 16 and 24 February 1992; JH, AG. These 
reports represent the first documented occurrence of Lesser 
Black-backed Gull in Nebraska. 

2. Two reports were received of a single third-winter bird 
observed and described at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln 
County, 17 December 1992 (NBR 61:87); SD, RS. 

Black-legged Kittiwake ( Rissa tridactyla ). 

1. A single first-winter bird was observed and described 
(NBR 60:32) at Gavin's Point, Cedar County, 1 December 1991 
(Class III); BH. 

2. A single first-winter bird was observed and described at 
Johnson Lake, Gosper County, 23 December 1991 (Class III); 

PK. 

Alder Flycatcher ( Empidonax alnomm) . Class I-R. 

A single bird was heard and recorded at Fontenelle Forest, 
Sarpy County, during May, 1990; JG. While Alder Flycatchers 
are thought to be regular in Nebraska, this is the first 
documented record of its occurrence. 

Rock Wren ( Salpinctes obsoletus) . Class I-P. 

Nesting birds, including fledged young, were observed and a 
single adult was photographed at Ash Fall Fossil Beds State 
Park, Antelope County, 17 June 1992; LB. While rock wrens 
are regular in western Nebraska, this eastern record is out 
of its normal range (Johnsgard 1980). 

Canyon Wren ( Catherpes mexicanus ). 

Two reports were received of a single bird observed and 
described (NBR 60:140) at Walker Valley View Development 
Area, Knox County, 18 May and 9 June 1992 (Class III) ; 

BH, TB. A photograph of the bird (NBR 60:163-164) taken at 
the same location on 9 June 1992 was also received (Class 
I-P); MB. A singing male was observed and recorded at Walker 
Valley View Development Area, Knox County, 9 June 1992 
(class I-R); BP. 
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h W ren ( Cistothorus palustris) . Class III. 

A single bird was observed during a Christmas Bird Count and 
described near Gering, Scotts Bluff County, 21 December 
1991; AK. This record represents an unusually late 
occurrence for this species (Johnsgard 1980). 
cacre Thrasher ( Oreoscoptes montanus) . 

b y i < a single bird was observed and photographed in western 
Kimball County, 11 July 1991 (class I-P); SD. 

2 . A single bird was observed and photographed at Chadron 
State Park, Dawes County, 11 July 1992 (class I-P); NJ, MJ. 
q rague's Pipit ( Anthus spragueii) . Class I-P. 

P As many as 3 birds were observed and one was photographed 
south of Chambers, Holt County, 1,3,9,12, and 17 October 
1991; LB. 

American Pipit ( Anthus rubescens ). Class I-P. 

Three birds were observed and described below Lake Ogallala 
on the North Platte River, Keith County, 18 December 1992; 
SD. This record represents an unusually late occurrence for 
this species (Johnsgard 1980). 

Black-throated Sparrow ( Amphispiza bllineata ). 

1 . one written report (class III; BH) and two photographs 
(class I-P; LB, JJ) of a single bird that was observed near 
Wakefield, Dixon County, 2 January to 14 February, 1993 (NBR 
61:90). 

2. A single bird was observed and photographed in Lincoln, 
Lancaster County, 31 March to 9 April, 1993 (Class I-P); GA, 


IA. 

In addition to the above records, photographs of a probable Least 
Bittern (Ixobrychus sp.) were received and filed. This species is 
considered regular in the state. 


Unaccepted Records 


Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU 
Records Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 
V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the 
identification claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken 
identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement 
noting the species, class, date, location and reasons for the 
committee's failure to accept the record. 


White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi ). Class V. 

A single bird was observed and described along the Platte 
River, Polk County, 2 June 1991. The observer was unable to 
see whether the bill was curved or the diagnostic white face 
pattern of the white-faced ibis. 

Mute Swan (Cygnus olor ). Class VI. 

A single immature bird was observed and described at Crystal 
Cove, Dakota County, 9 November 1991. The committee accepted 
the identification of the bird. However, given the frequent 
domestication for this species, the committee did not accept 
the record because evidence was not offered to show that 
this bird was not a released or escaped bird. 

Lesser Golden Plover (Pluvialis domlnica ). Class IV. 

A single bird was observed and described at Funk Lagoon, 
Phelps County, 26 September 1992. Although it was believed 
the identification was correct, some reviewers felt the 
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description did not exclude Black-bellied Plover. Lesser 
Golden Plover is now split into two species. Pacific Plover 
( Pluvialis fulva) and American Plover ( Pluvialis dominica ). 
Lesser Golden Plover (now called American Plover) is 
considered regular in the region. Although not expected in 
Nebraska, Pacific Plover will present more of a challenge to 
distinguish from American Plover in the field. 

Red-necked Phalarope ( Phalaropus lobatus) . Class IV. 

Two birds were observed near Bertrand, Phelps County, 30 
August 1992. Although it was believed the identification 
was correct, some reviewers felt the description did not 
exclude Wilson's Phalarope. 

Thayer's Gull ( Larus thayeri) . Class IV. 

A single first-winter bird was observed and described at 
Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County, 17 December 1992. 

While an accepted documentation exists for the same bird, 
the description in this documentation did not eliminate all 
other possibilities. 

Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus) . Class V 

A single immature bird was observed and described at 
Louisville Lakes State Park, Cass County, 24 November 1991. 
The description lacked sufficient details to eliminate other 
possible species. 

Dusky Flycatcher ( Empidonax oberholseri ). Class IV. 

A thorough written documentation was submitted of a single 
bird observed and described 1 mi. north of exit 1, 1-80, 
Kimball County, 17 May 1992. This is a very interesting 
documentation. Dusky Flycatcher has not been documented in 
Nebraska. There are records for Kansas, Oklahoma and South 
Dakota. It breeds in the Black Hills (Johnsgard 1979) and 
migrants should be expected in western Nebraska. However, a 
non-singing Empidonax is very difficult to identify (Kaufman 
1990), making this a challenging bird to document. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher ( Polioptila caerulea ). Class IV. 

A single bird was observed and described in southern Sioux 
County, 30 August-2 September 1991. Although it was believed 
the identification was correct, some reviewers felt the 
description did not exclude other gnatcatcher species. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatchers are considered regular only in the 
eastern part of the state (Johnsgard 1980) and do not breed 
in the Black Hills or in areas geographically north of the 
Pine Ridge. 

Rosy Finch ( Leucosticte arctoa ). Class V. 

Three birds were observed and described in the Platte River 
Valley in the Grand Island area, 7 November 1993. The 
description lacked sufficient details to eliminate other 
possible species. 

Lesser Goldfinch ( Carduelis psaltria) . Class V. 

Several birds were observed and described in the Platte 
River Valley in the Grand Island area, 7 November 1993. The 
description lacked sufficient details to eliminate other 
possible species. 

The NOU Records Committee thanks the following observers who have 
contributed records included in this report: George Alexander, 
Irene Alexander, Norris Alfred, Loren Blake, Tanya Bray, Mark 
Brogie, Robert Chabone, Mary Clausen, Jan DeGarmo, Kevin DeGarmo, 
Stephen Dinsmore, Alan Grenon, Joe Gubanyi, Jeff Hall, Robin 
Harding, Helen Hughson, Bill Huser, Mary Jensen, Norm Jensen, 

Joel Jorgensen (JoJ), Jan Johnson (JJ), Karla Kaufman (KK), 
Kathryn Kaufman (KtK), Paul Kaufman, Alice Kenitz, Tom Labedz, 
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ie McCartney, Mary McCartney, Babs Padelford, Loren 
C °delf° rd ' Scott Purdy, Lanny Randolph, B. J. Rose, Ross Silcock. 
paa current Records Committee members are Mark Brogie (chair), 
b in Harding, Bill Huser, Joel Jorgensen, Tom Labedz, Loren 
R delford, Ross Silcock. Past members who acted on records in 
£his report include Tanya Bray, Alan Grenon, Joe Gubanyi, William 
Scharf, Rick Wright. 
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NOTES ON BIRD SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA 

Ross 1 Goose. A single bird came to Heartwell Lake (in the 
Hastings area) in mid-December 1995 and has been here up to now 
(4 April 1996). It is not injured and flies well, but it has 
chosen to stay because Hastings uses a device to keep the water 
open. I threw food out especially to the little goose because the 
larger domestic ducks chase it away. It is so used to me by now 
that it will come to within 12-15 feet of me. I walk to the lake 
nearly every day, and the wild Mallards, Lesser Scaups, Ring¬ 
necked Ducks, Canvasbacks, and Redheads also come for food. 

-Burton Nelson, 414 East 6th St., Hastings, NE 68901 

Ring-necked Duck. On 16 December 1995 at about 2:30 P.M., a duck 
on a small pond on the east side of the Pfizer Co., 601 W 
Cornhusker Hwy, Lincoln, was observed from a vehicle with Nikon 8 
X 40 Egret binoculars at a distance of approximately 25-30 yards. 
It had a black head, a breast with gray sides, and a black back. 
The most distinctive feature was its bill, with a white ring 
separating the base from the face, the bill also had another 
white ring near the tip, 

-Kevin and Jan DeGarmo, Box 261, Elmwood, NE 68349 

Merlin, European Goldfinch, and other species. A Merlin sits in 
the lilac bush in the yard and looks all around, but I have not 
seen it catch a bird (written 19 February 1996). On 13 and 17 
February, a European Goldfinch was eating niger seed from a tube 
feeder along with American Goldfinches and House Finches. Two 
firsts this winter were a Red-breasted Nuthatch since November 
and a Brown Creeper only occasionally. 

Mrs. Eao Carson, 102 9th St., PO Box 311, Scribner, NE 68057 
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1994 (SIXTH) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Compiled by Joe Gubanyi, Concordia College, 

800 North Columbia, Seward, NE 68434 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are 
described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986) . The 
committee's purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting 
unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all documented 
birds for Nebraska. The official list of birds was last published 
in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988) and has been appended three 
times (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990 and Grenon 1991, Gubanyi 1996). 

This report includes accounts submitted during the calendar 
year of 1994 covering records with accession numbers 359-395, 

411, and 412. All records mentioned here will be available to 
interested persons at the NOU archives at the University of 
Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE. Interested parties should 
contact the current NOU Librarian, whose address can be found in 
the latest issue of The Nebraska Bird Review. 

State List 

With this report, the following changes are made to the official 
list of birds of Nebraska: 

Additions 

White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica) : Accidental, I-P, 
insert between Rock Dove ( Columba livia) and Mourning 
Dove (Zenaida macroura) 

Mountain Chickadee ( Parus gambeli) : Accidental, III, 
insert between Black-capped Chickadee ( Parus 
atricapillus) and Tufted Titmouse ( Parus bicolor) 

Change in Status 

Ruff ( Philomachus pugnax): Accidental, change from III 
to I-P 

Lesser Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuscus) : change from III 
to I-P 

Bewick's Wren ( Thryomanes bewickii) : change from III to 
I-P 


Accepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of 6 votes in 
favor are required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU 
Records Committee 1986). Records in the following classes are 
listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic 
documentations of the same bird exist 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic 
documentations of the same bird exist ' 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement 
noting the species, class, date, location and initial(s) of 
observers. 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata ). Class I-P. 

A juvenile was observed and photographed (NBR 62:3) at 
Standing Bear Lake, Douglas County, 19 November 1993; BR. A 
written description of this same bird was reported in the 
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1992,1993 annual report. 

Furasian Wigeon ( Anas penelope) . Glass I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed near Johnson 
Wildfowl Production Area, Phelps County, 10 March 1994 (NBR 
62:63); JoJ. 

Black Scoter ( Melanitta nigra). Class III. 

Three birds were observed and photographed at Standing Bear 
Lake, Douglas County, 22 November 1993; BR. 

King Rail (Railus elegans) . Class III. 

A single bird was observed and described at Chaleo Hills 
Recreation Area, Douglas County, 14 May 1994; NR. 

Snowy Plover ( Charadrius alexandrinus) . Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at Funk Lagoon, 
Phelps County, 2 May 1994 (NBR 62:99); JoJ. 

Ruff ( philomachus pugnax ). Class I-P. 

A single red-phased adult was observed and photographed at 
Sacramento Wildlife Management Area, Phelps County, 19 April 
1994 (NBR 62:98,99); JoJ. This is only the second report for 
this species. The first record was reported in the 1992,1993 
annual report (Gubanyi 1996). 

Thayer's Gull ( Larus thayeri ). 

1. A single first-winter bird was observed and described 
below Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 26 February 1994 (Class 
III); RS. 

2. One adult and 2 first-winter birds were observed and 
described below Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 14 March 1994 
(Class III); PL. 

Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides) . Class III. 

A single first-winter bird was observed and described below 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 26 February 1994; RS. 

Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus) . Class III. 

A single adult bird was observed and described below 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 26 February 1994; RS. Given the 
relative abundance of this species in Nebraska during 
winter, the Records Committee no longer seeks documentation 
of Glaucous Gulls (Gubanyi 1995). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull ( Larus fuscus ). 

1. Two reports were received of 2 adult birds observed and 
described below Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 26,27 
February 1994 (both class III); BP and LP, RS. A single 
adult bird was observed and photographed 28 February 1994 
at the same location (class I-P); JoJ. 

2. A single adult bird was again observed and described at 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 14 March 1994 (class III) ; 

PL. 

Great Black-backed Gull ( Larus marinus ). 

A first-winter and a second-winter bird were observed and 
described at Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 14 March 1994 
(class III); PL. 

White-winged Dove ( Zenaida asiatica) . Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed 11-16 May 1994 
coming to a feeder in Lincoln, Lancaster County; KM. This 
represents the first documented occurrence for this species 
in Nebraska. Sight records exist for Oklahoma and Kansas 
(Johnsgard 1980). 

Three-toed Woodpecker ( Picoides tridactylus) . Class III. 

Two birds were observed and one described in a burnt area in 
Smiley Canyon near Ft. Robinson State Park, Sioux County, 18 
July 1994; JJ, rj. 

Mountain Chickadee ( Parus gambeli) . Class III. 

A single adult bird was observed and described in Gering, 
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Scotts Bluff County, 5 December 1976; AK. This represents 
the first documented occurrence for this species in 
Nebraska. Eleven undocumented records exist for this species 
in Nebraska (Johnsgard 1980) and 5 individuals were reported 
on the Scotts Bluff Christmas Bird Count in 1976 (American 
Birds Vol 31, No. 4, p. 742). 

Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes bewickii ). Class III. 

A single bird was observed and photographed (NBR 61:137) on 
the Wild Rose Ranch south of Alda, Hall County, 3 April 
1993; BR. 

Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla ). Class III. 

A single bird was observed and described during and after 
the Omaha Christmas Bird Count in Douglas County, 18,19 
December 1993; CK. This record represents an unusually late 
occurrence for this species (Johnsgard 1980). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler (Dendroica caerulescens ). Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed in Ft. Robinson 
State Park, Sioux County, 10 October 1993; SL. Few records 
exist for this species in western Nebraska (Johnsgard 1980). 
Summer Tanager (Piranga rubra ). Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed 22 November to 
20 December 1993 in Bellevue, Sarpy County; RR. This record 
represents an unusually late occurrence for this species 
(Johnsgard 1980). 

Black-throated Sparrow (Amphispiza bllineata ). Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed near Wakefield, 
Dixon County, 17 January 1993 (NBR 61:90); BR. This is the 
same bird reported in the 1992,1993 annual report. 

In addition to the above records, the following documentations of 
birds considered regular in the state were received and filed: 
Snowy Owl in Stanton County (written; JJ, RJ) and in Wayne 
County (photograph; JJ, RJ). 

Short-eared Owl in Dixon County (photograph; JJ, RJ). 
Rufous-sided Towhee (Spotted Race) in Dixon County 
(photograph; JJ, RJ). 

Common Redpoll in Dixon County (photograph; JJ, RJ). 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted 
(NOU Records Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the 

identification claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken 

identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief 
statement noting the species, class, date, location and 
reasons for the committee’s failure to accept the record. 

Red-necked Grebe (Podiceps grisigena ). Class IV. 

Six juvenile birds were observed and described west of 
Mullen in Hooker County, 9 September 1993. The 
description in this documentation did not completely 
eliminate all other possibilities. 

Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus ). Class V. 

A single bird was observed and described near Ceresco, 
Saunders County, 29 August 1994. This would be an 
unusually early occurrence for this species. The 
description in this documentation did not eliminate some 
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phases of Red-tailed Hawk. 

Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus) . Class V 

Eleven birds were observed at Kingsley Dam, Keith 
County, 14 March 1994. The report lacked a description 
of the birds seen. Given the relative abundance of this 
species in Nebraska during winter, the Records Committee 
no longer seeks documentation of Glaucous Gulls (Gubanyi 
1995). 

American Dipper ( Cinclus mexicanus) . Class V. 

A single bird was observed and described (NBR 45:52) 
along the Niobrara River, Cherry County, 1 May 1979. 

The description lacked sufficient details to eliminate 
other possible species. 

Summer Tanager {Piranga rubra ). 

1 . A single bird was observed and described 20 November 
to 27 December 1993 in Bellevue, Sarpy County (Class 
V). This is the same bird photographed and 
reported above in the accepted records. The 
description lacked sufficient details to eliminate 
Scarlet Tanager. 

2. A single bird was observed and photographed coming to 
a feeder in Omaha, Douglas County, 31 December 1993 
to 2 January 1994 (class IV). The photographs lacked 
sufficient detail to eliminate Scarlet Tanager. This 
may be the same bird that visited feeders in 
Bellevue just prior to the time observed in Omaha. 

Records Not Finalized 

The Records Committee deliberated over several 
documentations that were not finalized in time for this 
report. They will be reported here and in a future annual 
report after they have been finalized. 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata ). 

A juvenile was observed and photographed at Standing 
Bear Lake, Douglas County, 19-25 November 1993; LP. 
Committee members wanted more time to study the 
photograph before casting their vote. Another photograph 
of the same bird is reported above. 

Hybrid Glaucous-Herring Gull ( Larus sp.). 

A single second-winter bird was observed and described 
below Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 26 February 1994; RS. 
Committee members requested time to discuss the status 
of hybrids in general and how the committee should deal 
with them from a records perspective. 

Cave Swallow ( Hirundo fulva ). 

A single juvenile was mist-netted, observed and 
photographed at Ash Hollow State Park, Garden County 31 
May 1991 (NBR 60:36-40); CB, MB. This would be the first 
documented record of Cave Swallow for Nebraska. 

Committee members wanted more time to study the 
photographs before casting their vote. 

The NOU Records Committee thanks the following observers who 
have contributed records included in this report: Charles R. 
Brown, Mary Bomberger Brown, George Canterbury, Kathleen 
Crawford-Rose, Jan Johnson (JJ), Richard Johnson, Joel 
Jorgensen (JoJ), Alice Kenitz, Clem Klapbake, Paul Lehman, 
Sandra Lemmon, E. M. Maddux, Klare Meltvedt, Babs Padelford, 
Loren Padelford, Neal Ratzlaff, B. J. Rose, Robert Rose, 
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Ross Silcock, John Vanman. 

Current Records Committee members are Mark Brogie 
(chair), Robin Harding, Bill Huser, Joel Jorgensen, Tom 
Labedz, Loren Padelford, Ross Silcock. Past members who acted 
on records in this report include Alan Grenon and Joe 
Gubanyi. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, MARCH-MAY 1996 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 

This was an interesting spring season, with something 
for everyone. Interesting data in terms of numbers are being 
produced by the North American Migration Count (NAMC), 
especially this spring in Sarpy County; examples are 499 
Swainson's Thrushes, 76 Gray-cheeked Thrushes, and 118 Black- 
and-white Warblers, and others. Some species appeared in 
large numbers such as 5000 Western Grebes, 16 Clark's Grebes, 
10,000 Wilson's Phalaropes, 300 each of Black-bellied Plover 
and Sanderling, 54 Whimbrels, and two flocks of over 100 
Great-tailed Grackles. 

Some interesting early and late dates are included in 
the species accounts, but several observers noted unexpected 
species such as Indigo Bunting and Rose-breasted Grosbeak, at 
feeders; this may have been due to-the cold, wet spring 
keeping insect numbers at a low level. It may have also 
brought Painted Buntings to our notice at feeders. 

There are some amazing rarities too, foremost an Acorn 
Woodpecker near Chambers and a Common Crane in Hall and Adams 
Cos. Another Neotropic Cormorant was found (Chambers picnic- 
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ble effect?), as well as Painted Buntings and another round of 
ta but rapidly becoming not-so-rare, gulls at L McConaughy. 
ra Readers who wonder how I suddenly became knowledgeable on 
shorebirds can thank Joel Jorgensen, who summarized Nebraska data 
on this interesting group. 

ADDENDUM AND CORRIGENDUM 

The sighting of 2 adult Short-billed Dowitchers at Jack Sinn WMA on 
8 Oct 1995 (NBR 63 (4), p. 103) should be deleted; it was a typo on 
xny part. I also made an error of fact in stating that Pine Siskins 
are "not known to summer" in Thomas Co (NBR 63 (4), p. .113) ; Tanya 
Bray has indicated that indeed they do (Bray, MS Thesis, 1994) . 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Co(s)= County(ies); CLNWR= Crescent L NWR; FFNC= Fontenelle Forest 
Nature center; L= Lake; LM= L. McConaughy; mob= many observers; 
n Sf e /W = cardinal directions; NAMC= North American Migration Count; 
NE= Nebraska; N0U= Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NOURC= NOU 
Records Committee; NPNWR= North Platte NWR; NWR= National Wildlife 
Refuge; Res= Reservoir; SL= Sewage Lagoons; SP= State Park; SRA= 
State Recreation Area; WMA= Wildlife Management Area; WPA= 
Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

Sites are listed below followed by counties in parentheses. 

Arbor Day Farm (Otoe) ; Arbor L WMA (Lancaster) ; Ayr L (Adams) ; 
Branched Oak SRA (Lancaster); Buckskin L (Dixon); Cedar Island 
(Sarpy); Clear Creek WMA (Garden-Keith); CLNWR (Garden); Crystal 
Cove L (Dakota); Crystal L (Dakota); Cunningham L (Douglas); Dead 
Timber SRA (Dodge); DeSoto Bend NWR (Washington); England Res 
(Burt); Facus Springs (Morrill); Fahrenholz Ponds (Dixon); Fort 
Kearney SRA (Kearney); Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps); Gavin's Point Dam 
(Knox-Cedar); Gilbert-Baker WMA (Sioux); Gleason Lagoon WPA 
(Kearney); Goose L WMA (Holt); Hansen Lagoon WPA (Clay); Harlan Co 
Res (Harlan); Harold W. Andersen WMA (Howard); Harvard Marsh WPA 
(Clay); Holmes L (Lancaster); Indian Cave SP (Nemaha-Richardson); 
Jack Sinn WMA (Lancaster-Saunders); James Ranch (Sioux); Jensen 
Lagoon WPA (Kearney); Kirkpatrick WMA (York); Kissinger Basin WMA 
(Clay); Little Blue WMA (Thayer); LM (Keith); Mallard Haven WPA 
(Fillmore); Massie Lagoon WPA (Clay); Memphis L SRA (Cass); L 
Minatare (Scotts Bluff); Mormon Island SRA (Hall); Nathan's L 
(Washington); Neale Woods (Douglas-Washington); Niobrara Valley 
Preserve (Cherry-Keya Paha-Brown); NPNWR (Scotts Bluff); Offutt 
Base L (Sarpy); L Ogallala (Keith); Oliver Res SRA (Kimball); 
Pawnee L SRA (Lancaster) ; Pibel L SRA (Wheeler) ; Pine Ridge 
(escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, Sheridan); Platte River SP (Cass); 
Rainwater Basin (wetland complex s of Platte R from Phelps to York 
and s to Fillmore Cos); Rowe Sanctuary (Kearney); Rulo Bluffs 
Preserve (Richardson); Sacramento-Wilcox WMA (Phelps); Sandpiper 
WPA (Clay); Schramm Park SRA (Sarpy); Stagecoach L (Lancaster); 
Standing Bear L (Douglas); Stateline Marsh WMA (Scotts Bluff); 
Summit Res SRA (Burt); Theesen Lagoon WPA (Clay); Two Rivers SP 
(Douglas); Valentine NWR (Cherry); Wagontrain L (Lancaster); 
Wehrspann L (Sarpy); Wildcat Hills SRA (Scotts Bluff-Banner); Wild 
Rose Ranch (Kearney); Willow Creek SRA (Pierce); Wolf L (n 
aunders); Wood Duck WMA (Stanton); L Yankton (Cedar); Youngson 
Lagoon WPA (Kearney); Zorinsky L (Douglas). 
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SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Note: If no reports were received of a Regular species, this is 
noted. Reports received without identification details when these 
are required according to the new NOU Field Card will be so 
annotated; observers involved are encouraged to forward details on 
these reports to me or the NOU Records Committee as soon as 
possible. 

* = documentation supplied. 

common Loon; First were 4 at Offutt Base L on 3 Apr (BP,LP,RBa), 
best count was 8 at LM on 12 May (SJD) , and last was 1 at Buckskin 
L 29 May (JJo), rather late for e NE. Only 15 were reported. 
Pied-billed Grebe: First was rather early at Wolf L 2 Mar (THo), 
and best counts 86 at Zorinsky L (JGJ) 24 Apr and 30 at Crystal L 

29 Apr (BFH). In the west, first was at NPNWR 19 Apr (LKo). 

Horned Grebe: First was 1 at Standing Bear L 24 Mar (JGJ) , and best 
counts 13 at Cunningham L 24 Apr (JGJ) and 8 at CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa) . 
Last were a surprising 5 as late as 29 May at Buckskin L (JJo) and 
1 at Offutt Base L 15 May (RBa). 

Bared Grebe: First were singles at Stagecoach L (LEi) and CLNWR 
(LMa,MFr) on 27 Mar; best counts 357 at CLNWR on 28 May (MFr) , and 
in e NE 39 on 27 Apr at Stagecoach L (LEi). Last in e NE, where it 
does not breed, were 1 at Stagecoach L 18 May (LEi) and 12 at 
Fahrenholz Ponds 11 May (JJo). 

Western Grebe: First were 3 at CLNWR on 15 Apr (MFr) . Best counts 
were an impressive 5000+ at LM 12 May (SJD) , dwarfing the 62 at 
NPNWR 14 May (LKo) . Easterly were singles at Valley 13 May (JGJ) 
and in s Dodge Co 15 May (EPa). Last reported were 13 at NPNWR on 

30 May (LKo). 

Clark's Grebe: Of interest at a now-regular breeding site for this 
species, a record count of 16 was made at LM 12 May (SJD). 

American White Pelican: First were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 23 Mar 

(LR, RH) . Best counts were 1000 at Branched Oak SRA 12 Apr (LEi) and 
900 at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH). Last were 75 at Wagontrain 
L 18 May (LEi) and 100 in Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH). Best count in w 
NE was 183 at CLNWR 15 Apr (MFr). 

Double-crested Cormorant: First were 2 in Lancaster Co 16 Mar 
(LEi). Best counts were also in Lancaster Co, with 1450 on 18 Apr 

and 1100 on 12 Apr (LEi) , and, in w NE, only 46, at CLNWR on 22 May 

(LMa). A few immatures lingered through the end of the period, as 
expected. 

Neotropic Cormorant: Nebraska's 4th was near Chambers 20-29 May 
(*JGJ,*WRS, mob); one observer (RBa) described it as a subadult. 
Late spring and summer cormorants should be checked carefully, as 
this species will probably appear with some regularity. 

American Bittern: First was rather early at CLNWR 2 Apr (MFr); a 
good count of 11 was there 29 May (MFr) . Elsewhere, it was reported 
in Phelps Co in mid-May (NOU) and 1 was "singing" at Goose L WMA 20 
May (WRS,JGJ). 

Least Bittern: None were reported. 

Great Blue Heron: First were a single at NPNWR on 13 Mar (LMa) and 
5 in Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi) . Best count was 50 at CLNWR on 10 
Apr (MFr). 

Great Egret: First were 4 at Wagontrain L 30 Mar (LEi) and 1 at 
Jensen Lagoon WPA 31 Mar (LR,RH) . Best counts were 3 0+ near 
Nebraska City 30 May (LF,CF) and 20 at Pawnee L SRA 4 May (LEi). 
The Nebraska City birds were part of an aggregation of herons drawn 
by the high water levels along the Missouri R. It was suggested 
(LF) that these late May birds may be post-breeding dispersers; 
indeed, Great Egret nests along the Gulf Coast in Jan-Feb (Palmer, 
Handbook of North American Birds 1962). Another late bird was in 
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Adams Co 27 May (GJK). 

" ovy Egret: A regular migrant in low numbers, about 8 were 
lDorted, with best count 2 near Schramm Park SRA 18 May (JMo) . 
First was at Fahrenholz Ponds 24 Apr (JJo) and last 1 at CLNWR 25 
Mav (MFr), the only w NE report, where the species is uncommon. 
Little Blue Heron: This was a good spring for this uncommon 
■ rant; about 24 were reported, including a remarkable 9 adults 
6 immatures near Nebraska City 30 May (LF, CF) . The observer 
suggested that these might be post-breeding dispersers, but I was 
unable to find evidence that Little Blue Heron is a winter nester 
in the United States. Elsewhere, first were 4 adults at Sandpiper 
WPA 17 May (JGJ) ; an immature was there 18 May (JGJ) . None were 
reported from w NE. 

Cattle Egret: Another heron which appeared in good numbers, notably 
the 140 near Nebraska City 30 May roosting with Great Egrets and 
Little Blue Herons (LF, CF) . I was unable to find evidence for 
winter nesting in the United States for this species. Other good 
counts were 50 near Lincoln 10 May (LEi) and 50 in Wheeler Co 20 
May (NR). First were 4 at Stagecoach L 18 Apr (LEi). In w NE 2-3 
were at CLNWR 8-14 May (MFr,LMa) and 1 was in s Sioux Co 27 May-2 
jun (HKH). 

Green Heron: First was rather early in Sarpy Co 22 Apr (RBa) , 
followed by 1 in s Lancaster Co 4 May (LEi) . Best counts were 12 at 
Wolf L 27 May (THo) and 6 in sw Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH) . Westerly 
were singles se of Gibbon 5 May (LR,RH) and near Poole 8 May 
(LR,RH). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: First were singles at Wolf L on 6 Apr 
(THo) and at Branched Oak SRA 7 Apr (JGJ). Best counts were 16 at 

Harvard Marsh WPA 5 May (WRS) and 7 at CLNWR 18 May (MFr). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: The only reports were of 1 in Phelps Co 
in mid-May (NOU) , another at Stagecoach L 18 May (LEi) , and 3 in 
Lincoln at Wilderness Park 18 May (LEi). 

Glossy Ibis: A report was received without details 26 Apr in the 
Rainwater Basin; this sighting is likely a basic-plumaged 
White-faced Ibis. There are no documented records of Glossy Ibis 
for NE, although it has been recorded in adjacent Fremont Co, Iowa. 
White-faced Ibis: First were 6 at Funk Lagoon WPA 21 Apr (LR,RH) 
and 3 in Sheridan Co 22 Apr (LMa) . Best count was 6-7 at Clear 

Creek WMA 12-17 May (SJD,LMa) . Last were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA 19 

May (BP,LP). 

Tundra Swan: The only report was of 5 at Wood Duck WMA 11-13 Mar 
(JJo); no details were provided. 

Trumpeter Swan: Best count was 6 at CLNWR on 1 Apr (MFr) ; birds at 
nesting locations were 4 at Doc L, near Whitman, 31 Mar (NR) and 2 
w of Hyannis at mile marker 142 on 22 May (BP,LP). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Best counts were 760 in Lincoln Co 1 
Apr (LMa), a rather low high for the entire migration, and 450 in 
Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi) . Last were in Phelps and Hall Cos in 
mid-May (NOU) and at Valentine NWR 17 May (RDL). 

Snow Goose: Best count for the migration was 100,000 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA 15 Mar (LR,RH). Elsewhere, 4700 were at L Minatare 2 Mar (LMa) 
and 5000 at Wagontrain L 27 Mar (LEi) . Most had departed Funk 
Lagoon WPA by 14 Apr (LR,RH). The usual stragglers were noted, 
including 3 "apparently injured" at Wagontrain L into Jun (LEi). 
Ross' Goose: Best counts were 33 at Summit Res 13 Mar and 17 at 
England Res the same day (JGJ) . At Funk Lagoon WPA 5-8 were present 
through 21 Apr, the last date (LR,RH,mob), and, in w NE, 2-4 were 
at NPNWR 10-13 Mar (LMa). 

Canada Goose: Best count was 3509 at NPNWR 4 Mar; only 215 were 
there 30 May (LKo). Dispersal of resident flocks for nesting occurs 
by late Mar; first young noted were 5 downies at Crystal Cove L 25 
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Apr (BFH). 

Wood Duck: First were 2 at Branched Oak SRA 9 Mar (RBa) . Best 
counts were 84 at Cunningham L 24 Mar (JGJ) and 62 at NPNWR on 1 
May (LKo). 

Green-winged Teal: Large numbers were reported from w NE, with best 
count 815 at NPNWR 14 Apr (LMa) . Best in e NE were 74 in s 
Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi) and 70 at Harvard Marsh WPA 5 May (WRS) . 
At NPNWR 208 were still present 1 May (LKo), but last were in sw 
Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH) and 15 at Arbor L WMA 8 May (LEi) . Few breed 
in NE. 

American Black Duck: None were reported; this species is rare in 
spring. 

Mallard: Best count of 9769 at NPNWR on 3 Apr (LKo) was lower than 
the high of 14,886 there in Feb. High at CLNWR was only 127, on 15 
Apr (MFr), while about 100 were in the eastern Rainwater Basin 5 
May (WRS). 

Northern Pintail: Best count for spring migration was 12,000 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 2 Mar; most had gone by 23 Mar (LR,RH). Elsewhere 
best counts were 1102 at Memphis L SRA 2 Mar (NR) and 848 at NPNWR 
on 3 Apr (LKo) ; only 4 were at the latter location 1 May (LKo) . 
About 150 were in the Rainwater Basin 5 May (WRS). 

Blue-winged Teal: First was at Summit Res 13 Mar (JGJ) , and 4 were 
at Funk Lagoon WPA 15 Mar (LR,RH) . In w NE 8 were first at CLNWR 9 
Apr (MFr). Best counts were 1825 at CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa) and 600 in 
the Rainwater Basin 5 May (WRS). Last breeding location to be 
occupied may have been Carter P. Johnson L at Fort Robinson SP on 
15 May (SLe). 

Cinnamon Teal: First was a single at Funk Lagoon WPA 17 Mar 
(NR,LR,RH) , and in w NE 2 were at CLNWR 1 Apr (MFr) . Best counts 
were 6 at CLNWR 28 May (MFr) and 5 in the Rainwater Basin 20 Apr 
(JGJ), the latter the last date there. Easterly were a male at FF 
7 Apr (BP,LP) for the second year running, and 2 at Wolf L 27 Apr 
(THo). 

Northern Shoveler: Best counts for spring migration were in w NE, 
with 1210 at CLNWR 26 Mar (LMa) and 801 at NPNWR 1 May (LKo). Best 
e NE count was 100 at the Wayne SL on 19 Apr (JJo). First in w NE 
was at CLNWR 4 Mar (LMa) . Last in se NE were 21 in Lancaster Co 21 
May (LEi). 

Gadwall: Best counts were 1750 at CLNWR on 23 Apr (LMa), declining 
to about 100 by late May (LMa,MFr). In e NE, best count was 179 in 
Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi), and last were 3 at Wagontrain L 10 May 
(LEi). 

Eurasian Wigeon: The only report was of a male at Harvard Marsh WPA 
27 Apr (JGJ) ; this species is probably a regular spring migrant in 
the Rainwater Basin. 

American Wigeon: Best count was 694 at NPNWR 3 Apr (LKo); elsewhere 
300 were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 23 Mar (LR,RH) and 200 were at 

Wagontrain L 27 Mar (LEi). As early as 2 Mar 51 were at Memphis L 

SRA (NR). Last in se NE was 1 at Stagecoach L 18 May (LEi). 
Canvasback: Best spring migration counts were 600 in n Grant Co 31 
Mar (NR) , 270 at CLNWR 27 Mar (LMa) and 100 at Stagecoach L 3 Apr 
(LEi). Last in se NE were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA 28 Apr (LR,RH). 
Redhead: Best spring migration count was 4527 at NPNWR 4 Mar (LKo). 
Elsewhere, 682 were counted in sw Sheridan Co 31 Mar (NR) , 200 were 
at Funk Lagoon WPA 15 Mar (LR,RH) , and 160 were in Lancaster Co 16 
Mar (LEi) and at Cunningham L 12 Mar (NR). Last in se NE were 4 at 

Wild Rose Ranch 17 May (NR) and 2 at Holmes L 11 May (LEi). 

Ring-necked Duck: Rather late for a high spring count were 334 at 
NPNWR on 1 May (LKo) . Elsewhere 175 were in Otoe Co 29 Mar (LF,CF) 
and 160 at Zorinsky L 13 Mar (JGJ) .,Rare in summer, 7 were still at 
CLNWR 28 May (MFr) and it was noted in sw Cherry Co 24 May (SWi) ; 
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last in se NE was 1 at Harvard Marsh WPA 5 May (WRS). 

Greater Scaup: "More than usual" (RBa) appeared this year; about 22 
were reported for this period, last 1 at Standing Bear L 17 Apr 
(JGJ )• Best count was 6 at Wehrspann L 12 Mar (RBa); 5 were there 
4 Apr (JGJ). 

Lesser scaup: Best counts were 1760 at CLNWR on 23 Apr (LMa) and 
430 in Lancaster Co 27 Mar (LEi). In se NE 3 were at Nathan's L 25 
May (JGJ,WRS) and a few were still at Stagecoach L into Jun (LEi). 
Oldsquaw: None were reported; spring reports are few. 

Common Goldeneye: Best count was 92 at NPNWR on 4 Mar (LKo). Last 
were 2 there on the very late date of 14 May (LKo) . Elsewhere, 1 
was at Branched Oak SRA 27 Apr (JGJ) and another at CLNWR 23 Apr 
(LMa). . 

Buffleh® ad: A rather late migrant for a diving duck, best spring 
migration counts were 285 at CLNWR on 8 May (LMa) and 65 at 
Stagecoach L 27 Mar (LEi) . Last in se NE were 5 at Offutt Base L 13 
May (RBa). 

Hooded Merganser: Best count was an impressive 31 at Crystal Cove 
L on 27 Mar (BFH) ; 12 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 30 Mar (LR,RH) and in 
Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi). Late birds were a female or immature at 
DeSoto Bend NWR 28 May (JGJ) and another in Clay Co 17 May (JGJ). 
Westerly were 3 at CLNWR on 1 May (MFr). 

Common Merganser: Best counts were 756 at NPNWR on 19 Mar (LKo) and 
323 in Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi). Last in e NE was 1 at Harlan Co 
Res 28 Apr (JGJ) , and, in w NE, a male was still at Oliver Res SRA 
20 May (BP,LP) and 16 were at L Ogallala 12 May (SJD). 
Red-breasted Merganser: Rather uncommon in NE, arriving later than 
other mergansers, first was 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Mar (JGJ) , 
followed by 7 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 23 Mar (LR,RH). Westerly were 
14 at LM on 1 Apr (LMa), also the latest and best count. 

Ruddy Duck: First (other than a Feb report- see Winter) were 1 at 
CLNWR on 12 Mar (MFr) and 3 at Zorinsky L 13 Mar (NR) . Best counts 
were 300 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 14 Apr (LR,RH) and 211 at CLNWR on 
28 May (MFr). Last in se NE were singles at Stagecoach L (LEi) and 
at Sandpiper WPA (WRS), both on 18 May. 

Turkey Vulture: First by far were in the se, with 1 at Nebraska 
City 12 Mar (LF,CF) and another in Cass Co 18 Mar (KDG,GWo) ; first 
in c NE were 2 in Franklin Co 6 Apr (RH,LR) and in w NE 1 was near 
Gering 8 Apr (AKe). One was nesting in a hollow log beside a trail 
in the Niobrara Valley Preserve 26 May (SWi). 

Osprey: First was at Indian Cave SP 12 Apr (RBa); best count was 5 
at Branched Oak SRA 28 Apr (JGJ), and last 3 in Lancaster Co 4 May 
(LEi) and a rather late bird at Pibel L SRA 29 May (BP,LP). 

Bald Eagle: Most leave in Mar; last in se NE was 1 at FF on 7 Apr 
(BP,LP). At NPNWR, a breeding location, 4 remained as late as 30 
May (LKo,LMa) , and 3 were at CLNWR 25 May (MFr) . The only report of 
nesting was of 2-3 chicks 2-3 weeks old on 20 Apr in Holt Co (JJo). 
Northern Harrier: Nesting occurs at CLNWR, where 4 were noted 22 
May (MFr) . Suggestive of nesting was a late bird 30 May in Dixon Co 
(JJo) ; also rather late was 1 near Gibbon 9 May (LR, RH) . Best count 
was 8 at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH). Last in se NE were 2 in 
Lancaster Co 18 Apr (LEi). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Best counts were 3 on 30 Apr at CLNWR (MFr) and 
at Schramm Park SRA 6 May (BP,LP) . Last was in Kearney Co in 
mid-May (NOU), rather late, except for another s of Gering 27 May 
(AKe); it summers in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 

Cooper's Hawk: Best count was 4 at CLNWR on 14 Apr (MFr). A female 
was on a nest at Platte River SP 8 May (JMo) , but no breeding 
evidence was noted for 2 in Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH). 

orthern Goshawk: None were reported; spring records are few. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: Unexpected by location and date, 1 was at the 
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highway 183 crossing of the Platte River 14 Mar (CDr) . The other 
reports were of 2 at the usual location, FF, 8 and 25 Apr 
(NR, BP, LP) . 

Broad-winged Hawk: As is usual in spring, few were reported. 
Unexpected was 1 far to the w at CLNWR 22 Apr (MFr); this species 
is rare in w NE. Also rather far w was 1 in Buffalo Co 26 Apr 
(LR,RH) . A bird carrying a rabbit in Lincoln 17 May (LEi) was 
probably nesting. In Sarpy Co 5 were counted 11 May (NAMC); 
migrants, mainly young birds, may still be passing through at this 
time (Robbins and Easterla, Birds of Missouri 1992). 

Swainson's Hawk: Migrants appeared very early in se NE, especially 
1 reported without details in Otoe Co 10 Mar (LF,CF), followed by 
6 over FF 26 Mar (RBa) . First in w NE was near Gering 22 Apr (AKe) . 
Best count was only 6, in Holt Co 20 Apr (JJo). 

Red-tailed Hawk: The only concentration noted was 17 around LM on 
1 Apr (LMa). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Few were reported, most easterly at Valentine NWR 
17 May (RDL), where it is rare at this date. At CLNWR, within the 
breeding range, 2-3 were present during May (LMa,MFr). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Most departed by the end of Mar; last in se NE 
was at Harvard Marsh WPA 21 Mar (BP,LP) , but 1 lingered at CLNWR 
until 1 May (MFr) and 4 were reported without details from NPNWR 30 
May (LKo). 

Golden Eagle: Last to leave the CLNWR area was noted 23 May (LMa) ; 
few remain in the Sandhills this late. 

American Kestrel: Best count was 25 in c NE 31 Mar (LR,RH) , 
indicating peak migration for this species. 

Merlin: Last in c and e NE were singles in Dixon Co 14 Apr (JJo) 
and in Kearney Co 13 Apr (LR,RH) . One wintered in a Gering yard 
(AKe), and another was still at CLNWR 8 May (LMa). 

Peregrine Falcon: Now expected statewide during spring migration, 
about 16 birds were reported. First was a single at DeSoto Bend NWR 
15 Apr (RBa) , and last singles at Funk Lagoon WPA (LMa) and Hansen 
Lagoon WPA (JGJ) on 19 May. As many as 3 were attending the State 
Capitol in Lincoln 10 May (John Dinan fide TEL). 

Prairie Falcon: Rather late at some distance from the breeding 
range was 1 at CLNWR 21 May (MFr) . No easterly reports were 
received. 

Gray Partridge: Apparently severely reduced in numbers currently, 
none were reported. Reports of this species would be appreciated. 
See next species. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: This species occurs statewide. Best counts 
were 113 in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo) , suggesting a reason for decline 
of Gray Partridge in that area. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: A lek near Chambers had 19 birds 20 Apr 
(JJo) , and a report was received from Valentine NWR 17 May (RDL) ; 
both sites are within the known NE range. Towards the e edge of the 
Sandhills range was 1 near Poole 8 May (LR,RH) . An isolated 
population occurs 2 miles w of Holstein; birds were booming there 
10 Mar (LR,RH). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were also from the known breeding 
range: 12 were at CLNWR 9 May (LMa) and at least 1 was in sw Cherry 
Co 24 May (SWi). 

Wild Turkey: Best count for this statewide species was a modest 16 
s of Gering 12 Mar (AKe). 

Northern Bobwhite: Rather far to the west, although established in 
Scotts Bluff Co, were 3 there 25 May (LMa). 

Virginia Rail: First was at CLNWR 22 Apr (MFr). Birds at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 17-19 May (BP,LP,N0U) may have been at a breeding 
location, as well as 1 at Arbor L WMA 11 May (LEi). 

Sora: First was at CLNWR 27 Apr (MFr), while last at locations 
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breeding apparently- does not occur were at Arbor L WMA 14 May 
TleL and Crystal Cove L 19 May (BFH). 

^ rican Coot: Large numbers of migrants passed through CLNWR, 
^aking at 1600 on 23 Apr (LMa) ; numbers at NPNWR were lower, 
P eaking at 531 on 1 May (LKo) . In e NE best count was 1020 in 
Lancaster Co 12 Apr (LEi) . Arrivals were in mid-Mar, with firsts 10 
t NPNWR 4 Mar ( LKo ) an< * 2 at Branched Oak SRA 9 Mar (RBa) . A few 
remain to summer in most wetlands. 

Sandhill Crane: Best spring total reported was 22,000 at Fort 
Kearney SRA 30 Mar (LMa) , towards the end of peak migration, and 
nlv a fraction of the 500,000 which are thought to migrate through 
NE. Significant numbers migrate through w NE also; 528 were at 
NPNWR 19 Apr (LKo) , and 117 were at CLNWR 10 Apr (MFr) . This 
species has been recorded at Rowe Sanctuary every month of the year 
except Aug (Bill Dunn fide LR,RH). 

Common crane: A major find in the rarity department was a single 
bird found by migrant (vagrant?) Minnesota birders among Sandhill 
Cranes in extreme s Hall and n Adams Cos 30-31 Mar 
(*JW,*BFH,LR,RH,mob). This is the 10th North American record (ABA 
Checklist 1990) , 4 of which are from NE. Speaking from my 
experience of 2 days in early Apr looking through flocks of 
Sandhill Cranes with no success, I can see why more effort is not 
put into finding this species! 

Whooping Crane: Reports were received of 7 birds; 1 was 12 miles w 
of Kearney 3 0 Mar (LMa) , 2 immatures flew over observers near 

Harvard 6 May (DR,RR) , 2 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 10 May (Gary 

Lingle fide TEL) , and 2 others were along the Platte River in 
Kearney Co the same day (Gary Lingle fide TEL). Birds still in NE 
in May are probably immatures (prebreeders), some of which summer 
s of the breeding range. 

Black-bellied Plover: This species was encountered in large numbers 
in the Rainwater Basin this spring, although it was reported 
statewide. On the weekend of 17-18 May a total of 226 were found: 
68 at Theesen Lagoon WPA (JGJ) and 34 at Kissinger Basin WMA (JGJ) 
on 17 May and 59 at Harvard Marsh WPA (WRS) , 34 at Jack Sinn WMA 
(WRS) and 31 at Ayr L (BP,LP) on 18 May. On 11 May 51 were at LM 
(JGJ). An additional 23 were reported, for a total of 300. First 
were 2 at both Funk Lagoon WPA (LR,RH) and CLNWR (MFr) on 28 Apr, 
and last singles at 2 locations in Cherry Co 24-25 May (SWi). 
American Golden-Plover: Numbers were not large for this plover, 
only about 11 reported, including 3 furthest w, in Keith Co, 17 May 
(LMa) . First was 1 at Oak Park L, Lincoln, on 22 Mar (NR) , a record 
early date by 9 days, and last 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 19 May (LMa). 
No flocks of any size were reported. 

Semipalmated Plover: First were 15 at Funk Lagoon WPA 21 Apr 
(LR,RH) , best count 38 there 27 Apr (JGJ), and last 2 at Massie 
Lagoon WPA 19 May (JGJ). A total of 79 were reported. 

Piping Plover: About 16 were reported from Keith Co eastward, 
including a nest with eggs at Sandy Beach, LM, on 22 May (BP,LP); 
LM is a major nesting area with tireless help provided by employees 
of Central Nebraska Public Power and others in setting up and 
monitoring nesting exclosures to protect Piping Plovers and Least 
Terns from the hordes of recreationists at the lake. Elsewhere, 
first migrant was a single at Wehrspann L 22 Apr (JGJ) and best 
count 7 at Funk Lagoon WPA 5 May (LR,RH). 

Kxlldeer: Best counts were 54 at CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa) and 30 in Dixon 
Co 14 Apr (JJo). First migrants appeared 4 Mar at Standing Bear L 
(NR) and 8 Mar, with 4 at NPNWR (LMa). 

Black-necked Stilt: Up to 8 returned to the well-known nesting site 
in extreme se Sheridan Co at mile marker 106 on highway 2; 8 were 
there 22 Apr (LMa) , the 2nd earliest date on record, and a possible 
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nesting pair was observed 22 May (BP,LP). Elsewhere, the only 
reports were of 1 at an unexpected location near Creighton 4 May 
(Mark Brogie fide NR) and 2 at CLNWR 28 May (MFr) . This species 
appears to be maintaining its population in NE, the 
northeasternmost in the US; who knows how many there are, scattered 
throughout the Sandhills? 

American Avocet: First to appear was 1 at NPNWR 3 Apr (LKo) , and,, 
in e NE, 1 at Wehrspann L 10 Apr (NR) . Best counts were 202 ats 
CLNWR 8 May (LMa) and 65 in se Sheridan Co 22 May (BP,LP) , bot]^ 
breeding locations. Elsewhere, presumed migrants were 41 at Harvard 
Marsh WPA on 19 Apr (JGJ) and 23 at Arbor L WMA 8 May (LEi) . Last 
away from breeding areas were 16 at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 10 May 
(LEi), but singles at Ayr L (BP,LP) and Funk Lagoon WPA (BP,LP) on 

18 May were suggestive of breeding. 

Greater Yellowlegs: First were 3 at a marsh east of Funk Lagoon WPA 
23 Mar (LR,RH) and 2 the same day at Ceresco SL (JMo) . Best counts 
were 41 at CLNWR 15 Apr (MFr) and 15 in Dixon Co 30 Apr (JJo) . Last 
were 5 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: First were 3 at Stagecoach L 27 Mar (LEi) 
followed by 1 at Offutt Base L 2 Apr (RBa) and 6 at NPNWR 3 Apr: 
(LKo) . Best counts were 71 at CLNWR on 22 Apr (MFr) and 55 in Sarpy 
Co, including 48 at Wehrspann L, on 11 May (NAMC). Last were 9 in 
the Rainwater Basin 18 May (WRS) and an albino at Funk Lagoon WPA 

19 May (BP,LP). 

Solitary Sandpiper: First were singles at FF (BP,LP) and at Mallard 
Haven WPA (JGJ) on 19 Apr. Best count for this solitary species was 
4 on 11 May in Dixon Co (JJo). Last were at Valentine NWR 17 May 
(RDL) and 3 at CLNWR 13 May (MFr). 

Willet: First were 4 at CLNWR 15 Apr (MFr) and 1 at Massie Lagoonj 
WPA 20 Apr (JGJ). Best counts were 27 at Mallard Haven WPA 30 Apr: 
(JGJ) and 14 in Douglas Co 11 May (JGJ). Last away from breeding: 
areas were 12 at Hansen Lagoon WPA 19 May (JGJ). 

Spotted Sandpiper: First was very early but not unprecedented at 
CLNWR 8 Mar (MFr) ; this the 2nd earliest ever, although details 
were not provided. Next was at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 27 Apr (LEi) . 
Best count was 19 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 11 of these at Wehrspann L 
(NAMC) . A few summer, but none were reported after 14 May, when 6 
were at NPNWR (LKo). 

Upland Sandpiper: First was at Gibbon 2 May (LR,RH), rather late 
for a first date, followed by 4 at CLNWR 3 May (MFr). Best count 
was 15 in the Chambers area 20 May (WRS). 

Whimbrel: This was a very good year for this rare migrant for which; 
there are fewer than 30 spring reports in all; a total of about 54; 
were reported, mainly in 2 large flocks. At CLNWR on 16 May, 23; 
loafing on a small island were described (MFr), and at Funk Lagooh 
WPA on 18 May 29 were found (NOU fide NR) ; no details were provided; 
for the latter report, however. A single was in se Sheridan Co 6 
May (DR,RR), and another was reported without details from 
Valentine NWR 17 May (RDL). 

Long-billed Curlew: All reports were, as expected, from Keith and 
Cherry Cos westward. First were 2 at CLNWR on 1 Apr (MFr) and best 
counts was 33 there on 7 May (MFr) . Somewhat late for an apparent 
migrant was 1 on Sandy Beach, LM, on 22 May (BP,LP) . Furthest e on 
summer range were 2 in sw Cherry Co on 24 May (SWi). 

Hudsonian Godwit: First were 2 at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 13 Apr 
(LR,RH) and 10 the next day at Funk Lagoon WPA (LR,RH) . These dates 
tie the earliest and 2nd earliest reports. None were reported 
further w; there are only 7 such reports. Best counts were 30 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 28 Apr (LR,RH) and 22 in w Sarpy Co 13 May (BP,LP). 
The latter, along with 5 near Elkhorn the same day (JGJ) were last 
to leave. 
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Marbled Godwit: First were 5 at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH) and 
the next day at CLNWR (MFr). Best count was 6 at Funk Lagoon WPA 
Apr (jGJ). Last were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 5 May (LR,RH). 
Ruddy Turnstone: There are about 50 spring reports of this rare 
migrant, 49% in the narrow period 14-19 May. This year only 3 were 
found, as expected from 13-19 May! First was at Nathan's L 13 May 
(JGJ) \ another was at Harvard Marsh WPA 18 May (JGJ,BP,LP), and 
]_ as t was at Kirkpatrick WMA 19 May (JGJ) . 

Sanderling: Another shorebird in amazing numbers this spring, about 
300 were reported, none e of York and Pierce Cos. First were 3 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH) and 20 at NPNWR 3 May (LKo) . Best 
counts were 104 on 28 May at CLNWR (MFr), a record high count, 53 
at LM 12 May (SJD) , and 43 at CLNWR on 13 May (MFr) . Last were 1 at 
Willow Creek SRA on 24 May (BP,LP) and 24 at Sandy Beach, LM, on 22 
May (BP,LP). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: First was 1 at Cunningham L 15 Apr (RBa) 
and 33 at Harvard Marsh WPA 19 Apr (JGJ). Best counts were 175 at 
Harvard Marsh WPA 27 Apr (JGJ) and 150 at Mallard Haven WPA the 
same day (JGJ) and 60 in s Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi). Last were 3 
in Holt Co 24 May (BP,LP). 

Western Sandpiper: Much rarer in spring than in fall, and possibly 
over-reported in spring, 5 undocumented reports were received. 
Earliest were 12 e of Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Mar, a record early date. 
Best count was 25, also at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr, and last were 2 
at Facus Springs, Morrill Co, 17 May and 2 at Funk Lagoori WPA 19 
May. Identification details should be provided with spring/reports 
of this species. f/ 

Least Sandpiper: First were 6 at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH) . 
Best counts were 175 there on 27 Apr (JGJ) , 53 in Lancaster Co 4 
May (LEi) , and 51 at CLNWR on 28 May (MFr) . The latter were also 
latest. 

White-rumped Sandpiper: A late spring migrant, probably not 
arriving until late April, this year's firsts were on schedule and 
accompanied by identification details: singles were at Wehrspann L 
26-27 Apr (RBa,BP,LP) and at Mallard Haven WPA 27 Apr (JGJ), and 5 
were at Harvard Marsh WPA 27 Apr (JGJ) . Best counts were 250 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 19 May (LMa) and 90 in Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi). 
Last was 1 at NPNWR 25 May (LMa). 

Baird's Sandpiper: Record early even for this early migrant on 8 
Mar was 1 well-described at an open water outlet from L Alice in 
Scotts Bluff Co (LMa). Not far behind were 3 at DeSoto Bend NWR 16 
Mar (RBa). Best counts were at CLNWR, where 354 were noted 28 May 
(MFr), a rather late date for so many. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: For the 2nd year in a row, this was a poor 
migration in terms of numbers. Of about 110 birds in all, 99 were 
in Sarpy Co 11 May, 84 of these at Wehrspann L (NAMC). Elsewhere, 
only l was reported from the Rainwater Basin, that at Sandpiper WPA 
on 18 May (WRS) . This species is rare west of the Rainwater Basin. 
First was 1 at Oak Park L, Lincoln, 2 3 Mar (JMo) , and last the 
Sarpy Co birds 11 May, as well as 5 the same day in Dixon Co (JJo) . 
Dunlin: A good year for this uncommon migrant, with numerous 
reports, but a total of only about 25 birds, in the narrow period 
8-19 May. First was from w NE, only the 9th report from there, 1 at 
CLNWR on 8 May (LMa) . All other reports were from Phelps Co 
eastward. Best counts were 4, in Sarpy Co both 12 May (RBa) and 15 
May (JGJ). Last were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA 19 May (BP,LP,LMa). 
Stilt Sandpiper: This common statewide migrant appeared first at 
Funk Lagoon WPA, 2 birds on 14 Apr (LR,RH) , 2nd earliest ever. Best 
counts were 302 at CLNWR 22 May (LMa) , 250 at Ayr L on 17 May 

(JGJ) , and 132 near LM on 12 May (SJD) . Last were 12 0 still at 
CLNWR on 28 May (MFr). 



52 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 64 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper: The only report was 6 in a sedge flat at 
Harvard Marsh WPA 18 May (WRS). There are only about 20 spring 
records, although "hundreds" migrate in a narrow band through York 
Co (Lee Morris). The 6 at Harvard Marsh WPA were closely observed 
and flushed -several times, when their overall buffy appearance, 
yellow legs, pearly-white underwings, small heads and rather short, 
straight, black bills were noted. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Identification details were provided for 
most of the 6 reports received; these help in establishing the true 
status of this species. There are about 9 records with details, 
most in the period 11-16 May, but overall 19 Apr-16 May, mostly 
from c NE. This species usually does not mix with Long-billed 
Dowitchers in NE. First was an undocumented report from Lincoln 27 
Apr (PK), best counts 8 in w Sarpy Co 13 May (RBa,BP,LP) and 4 at 
LM 11 May (JGJ), and last an undocumented single at Facus Springs 
17 May (LMa) . Best spring field mark appears to be the spotted (not 
barred) area in front of the bend-of-the-wing, and, if possible, 
calls to confirm. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: First were 2nd-earliest ever 2 birds at 
Harvard Marsh WPA 21 Mar (RBa,BP,LP) . Next were 6 in Lincoln 12 Apr 
(LEi) . Best counts were 350 at CLNWR on 8 May (LMa) , 225 at Harvard 
Marsh WPA 27 Apr (JGJ) , and 150 at Funk Lagoon WPA 5 May (LR,RH) . 
Last were a good count for the date of 146 still at CLNWR 28 May 
(MFr). 

Common Snipe: First was at Stateline Marsh in the far w on 13 Mar 
(LMa); it may have wintered nearby. No concentrations were noted. 
Last away from known breeding areas were 1 at Arbor L WMA 4 May 
(LEi) and 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA 28 Apr (LR,RH) . Presumed breeding 
birds were reported from Holt (BP,LP), Cherry (SWi), Scotts Bluff 
(AKe,LMa) and Dawes (BP,LP) Cos 20-25 May, but breeding data are 
few. 

American Woodcock: The western outliers at Fort Kearney SRA 
returned 14 Mar (LR,RH) , with 2 there 31 Mar (LMa) . The only other 
report was of 2 at the north end of Cunningham L 5 Apr (NR). The w 
extent of the range in NE is not well known. 

Wilson's Phalarope: First were 23 at CLNWR on 2 Apr (MFr), 3rd 
earliest ever, and 40 at Funk Lagoon WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH) . Best count 
was a startling 10,000 at the North Platte SL 6 May (DR,RR) . 
Elsewhere, best count was 646 at CLNWR 8 May (LMa) . Last migrants 
were 20 at the Humphrey SL 20 May (NR) , but 5 in Holt Co 24 May 
(BP,LP) may have been within the breeding range. 

Red-necked Phalarope: The several reports involved about 125 birds 
and were all in the period 19-28 May and from Greeley Co westward. 
First were 38 at CLNWR 19 May (MFr) , best count elsewhere 52 at 
Swan L, Greeley Co, on 20 May (JGJ,WRS), and last 4 at CLNWR on 28 
May (MFr). 

Franklin|s Gull: First were singles at Branched Oak SRA 2 Mar (JGJ) 
and Cunningham L 12 Mar (JGJ) . Best counts were 450 in Boone Co 11 
May (WM) and 300 in Dixon Co 30 Apr (JJo) . Last were 60 near 
Chambers on 29 May (BP,LP) and 5 at CLNWR 28 May (MFr). 
Bonaparte's Gull: First were singles at Zorinsky L 10 Apr (JGJ) and 
Cunningham L 15 Apr (RBa). Best counts were 18 at CLNWR on 23 Apr 
(MFr) and 15 at LM 12 May (SJD) . Last were 5 in Lincoln 18 May 
(LEi), and 1 at Clear Creek WMA 17 May (LMa). 

Mew Gull: An adult was photographed at LM 11 May (*JGJ) . This is 
the 2nd report, neither of which have yet been ruled on by the 
NOURC; the first was reported there 17 Feb in 2nd winter plumage. 
Ring-billed Gull: Best counts were 5000 at Cunningham L on 21 Mar 
(NR) , 930 at LM 1 Apr (LMa) , and 626 at NPNWR 19 Mar (LKo) . As late 
as 11 May there were 266 in Sarpy Co, 245 of these at Cedar Island 
(NAMC), and last were 4 in Lincoln 18 May (LEi). 
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I’fornia Gull: Unexpectedly far e were 1-2 adults at Cunningham 
28 jj ar (*JGJ, *BP,LP) . Apparently an increase in alewives is 
L -i-^racting larger gulls to this location, as is the case at LM 
^r-r\ only 1 was found at LM 1 Apr, but 5 were there 17 May (LMa), 
8 were at CLNWR 1 Apr (MFr). 

« ing (j u ii: Not especially numerous in NE, except at LM, few were 
He orted. Best counts were 36 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Mar (LEi) and 
92 ^at Harlan Co Res, all immatures, on 28 Apr (JGJ). Last were a 
1 st summer bird at LM 12 May (SJD) and another undescribed there 17 
May (LMa)• 

Thayer's Gull: Two were reported, bringing the total number of 
orts to about 22, all since 1981. A 1st winter bird at 
Cunningham L 24 Mar had pale primaries but darker outer primary 
webs and was considered this species (*JGJ) , and an adult was at 
crystal Cove L on 26 Mar (BFH) . Most reports are of 1st year birds. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Added to the Official State List in 1992, 
there are now 11 reports. This spring 2 were at Branched Oak SRA 
5-23 Mar (*JGJ), and 1 was at Cunningham L 24 Mar (*JGJ). Most NE 
birds are adults, but the latter report was of a 1st year bird, an 
age class possibly overlooked in NE due to its similarity to many 
1 st year Herring Gulls. 

Glaucous Gull: Following the great winter showing, only 2 were 
reported this spring. One was at Cunningham L 26 Mar (JGJ) and 
another at LM 1 Apr (LMa). 

Great Black-backed Gull: The 5th record was an adult at Wagontrain 
L 3 Apr (*LEi); it had pink legs and a black mantle, and was much 
larger than associating Ring-billed Gulls. 

Caspian Tern: About 22 were reported; this species is an uncommon 
migrant in NE. First was 1 at L Yankton on 4 May (JJo) , best count 
14 in Douglas Co 13 May (JGJ), and last 1 rather late in Adams Co 
29 May (GJK). Rare in w NE, 1 was at LM 11 May (JGJ). 

Common Tern: Observers should provide details with reports of this 
species, which is a rare migrant in NE. Three were reported, 1 at 
Gavin’s Point Dam 4 May, another at CLNWR 8 May (MFr), and a third 
at Clear Creek WMA 12 May (SJD). 

Forster's Tern: This tern appeared in good numbers, best counts 83 
at Branched Oak SRA 27 Apr (JGJ) , 65 at CLNWR on 28 May (MFr) , 

where breeding occurs, and 18 at Gavin's Point Dam 4 May (JJo). 
First were 3 at Wagontrain L 10 Apr (LEi) , apparently the 2nd 
earliest on record, and 2 at Crystal Cove L on 18 Apr (BFH), also 
rather early. Last away from the breeding range were at Rowe 
Sanctuary 30 May (LR,RH), rather late. 

Least Tern: About 10 were reported, w to Grant Co, where 1 was at 
Doc L, near Whitman, 25 May (SWi) . First were 5 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 
3 at Cedar Island and 2 at Schramm Park SRA (NAMC) ; 1 was at the 
latter location 18 May (JMo) . The others were in Dodge Co 16 May 
(EPa) and Hall Co in mid-May (NOU). 

Black Tern: First were singles in Adams Co 8 May (GJK) , at 
Wehrspann L 9 May (NR) , and near Gibbon the same day (LR,RH) . Best 
counts were 117 at Wehr spann L 11 May (NAMC) , 98 at CLNWR 28 May 
(MFr), a breeding location, 63 near Blair 13 May (JGJ), and 60 at 
University L, Sioux Co, 22 May (HKH). Last away from the breeding 
range were 6 at Arbor L WMA 29 May (LEi) and 5 in Otoe Co the same 
day (LF,CF). 

Rock Dove: Reported, but only in non-elaborative prose. 

Mourning Dove: First migrant appeared in the se at Nebraska City 11 
Mar (LF, CF) , followed by 3 at UNL 16 Mar (LEi). In w NE first were 
at Scottsbluff 22 Mar (LMa) and at the James Ranch "high country" 
6 Apr (SLe). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Only 3 were reported, first at Schramm Park 
SRA 18 May (WRS); all were in se NE. 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo: First was rather early at FF 9 May (RBa); 
about 10 were reported, all from Sarpy and Douglas Cos. 

Common Barn Owl: One had returned to CLNWR 22 Apr, with 2 there the 
next day (LMa). No others were reported. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: Reports were routine. 

Great Horned Owl: A nest at James Ranch had eggs 25 Mar and young 
by 22 Apr (SLe) , an adult with a fledgling was in Adams Co 8 May 
(GJK) , and an adult was with a partly-feathered young bird in 
Lincoln 21 May (LEi). 

Burrowing Owl: Reports from the e edge of the range included an 
apparent migrant at Massie Lagoon WPA 20 Apr which was not found 
later (JGJ), another at probably the easternmost Prairie Dog town 
in NE 3 miles s of Geneva 27 Apr (JGJ), and 1 at the Prairie Dog 
town 2.5 miles n of Funk 17-19 May (BP,LP,NOU). 

Barred Owl: There are few reports w of Lancaster Co, where 1 was at 
Wilderness Park 10 May (LEi). The w limits of this species' range 
in NE seem to correspond with those of upland deciduous woodland. 
Long-eared Owl: None were reported. 

Short-eared Owl: Reports spanned the state, first at CLNWR on 1 Apr 
and again 15 Apr (MFr) , 1 in Dixon Co 5 Apr (JJo) , 1 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA 14 Apr (LR,RH) , and 1 near Branched Oak SRA 20 Apr (JGJ) . There 
were no other reports. 

Common Nighthawk: First was at Schramm Park SRA 11 May (NAMC), 
followed by 2 at South Sioux City 16 May, considered "rather late" 
for an arrival date (BFH), and 1 at CLNWR 18 May (MFr). Usually e 
birds arrive about 2 weeks earlier than those in the w; cool 
weather and a scarcity of insects may have been responsible. They 
trickled in, as no double-digit counts were received. 

Common Poorwill: None had arrived (reported) by the end of the 
period, whereas last year mid-May saw migrants in the w. 
Chuck-will 1 s-widow: This species arrived on time, first 

surprisingly early near Indian Cave SP 6 May (DR,RR) , tying the 3rd 
earliest date. Don't these birds eat insects too? Others were s of 
Blair at a traditional site 16 May (JGJ) and at the northernmost 
traditional site, since 1988, at Willis 23 May (BFH). 
Whip-poor-will: Reports were received only from Douglas Co s, 
including likely migrants at Two Rivers SP 13 May (JGu) and FF 11 
May (NAMC), locations where summering does not occur probably due 
to overgrazing. First were 4 at Indian Cave SP 5 May (JGJ). Three 
were at Schramm Park SRA 30 May (JGu) , where the species is common 
in summer. 

Chimney Swift: First were 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 21 Apr (LR,RH) and 
10 at FF 2 3 Apr (RBa) . Best count was 118 in Sarpy Co 11 May 
(NAMC) . Arrival in w NE is far later, the first at Gering noted 13 
May (AKe). 

White-throated Swift: The only report was of 8 s of Gering 4 May; 
6 were there 16 May (AKe). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: About 9 were reported, all in extreme sd 
NE. First was 1 at Platte River SP 6 May (BP,LP), followed by 1 at 
bluebell flowers in the observers' yard 9 May (BP,LP). Best count 
was 3 at Schramm Park SRA 20 May (JGu). 

Belted Kingfisher: Although wintering occurs where open water 
remains, spring arrivals appear in Apr; 3 were at Wolf L 5 Apr 
(THo) , firsts were noted in c NE 2 Apr (LR,RH) and in Lancaster Co 
20 Apr (LEi). 

Lewis' Woodpecker: None were reported. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A few winter, but most do not. Firsts were 
at Arbor L WMA 1 May (LEi) and in Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH) . Best 
count was 142 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 91 of which were at FF (NAMC) . 
None were noted in Dixon Co until 4 were seen 29 May (JJo). In W 
NE, first at James Ranch showed up 14 May (SLe), also first for w 
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"”^ rn woodpecker: Not a typo; this amazing record was a single bird 
* c ing to a feeder stocked with oranges and many Baltimore Orioles 
°t Chambers 19-22 May (NR,JGJ,WRS,mob). The nearest populations are 
in New Mexico and California. Need I add that it represents the 
first NE record? 

©ed-bellied Woodpecker: None were reported w of Kearney Co (LR,RH) . 
yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Unusual as far w as c NE, and an uncommon 
migrant even in the Missouri valley, singles were at Fort Kearney 
SRA 1 Apr and ° ma ha 8 Apr (CEJ) . There were no other 

reports. 

Downy Woodpecker: In Sarpy Co on 11 May observers counted 67, 
compared to only 5 Hairy Woodpeckers. CBC data indicate a ratio of 
about 3:1 statewide; are Hairies far more secretive in the nesting 
season? 

Hairy Woodpecker: See above. 

Northern Flicker: "Red-shafted" birds were at Gibbon until 31 Mar 
(LR,RH) . A good count of 45 "yellow-shafted" birds was made in 
Dixon Co 11 May (JJo). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: First was 1 at FF 11 May (NAMC) and last 1 
at Wolf L 31 May (THo). None were further w than Saunders Co and 
Lancaster Co, where 1 was in Lincoln 17 May (LEi) . There were no 
multiple sightings. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were from Scotts Bluff and Dawes Cos; 
first were 3 at NPNWR 5 May (LMa) , 4th earliest ever. Two at 
Chadron SP 22 May (BP,LP) and 1-2 in Scotts Bluff Co 25 May 
(AKe,LMa) were probably on breeding territories also. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Reports were from the Missouri valley except 
for singles at Lincoln 17 May (LEi), Pibel L SRA 24 May (BP,LP), 
and Wolf L 31 May (THo). First were 12 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC), 
also the best count. 

yellow-bellied Flycatcher: The only report was without details of 
1 at Cedar Island 11 May (NAMC) ; this is an early date relative to 
documented records from Kansas and Missouri. 

Acadian Flycatcher: Only 1 squeezed into the spring period; it was 
at Schramm Park SRA 30 May (RBa,NR). \ 

Alder Flycatcher: First was in Dixon Co l£ May (JJo) , and migrants 
were still moving through at the end of the period, with singles 
reported at Schramm Park SRA 30 May (BP,LP,RBa). 

Willow Flycatcher: First was at Harold W. Andersen WMA on 4 May 
(LR,RH) , rather early, but this appears to be a good location 
(beside the Loup River) for this species, with about 25 there on 27 
May (LR,RH) . A westerly report was of 1 at CLNWR 8 May (LMa) . This 
species occurs statewide in summer. 

Least Flycatcher: First was 1 at Harold W. Andersen WMA 4 May 
(LR,RH) , and, in w NE, 1 was at NPNWR 5 May (LMa) . Best counts were 
54 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 36 of these at FF (NAMC), 9 in Dixon Co 25 
May (JJo) and 8 at Schramm Park SRA as late as 28 May (BP,LP) . This 
is an early migrant for an empid, and breeding is possible in NE, 
especially in the n. Another was late at Arbor Day Farm 31 May 
(LF,CF). Usually 10-12 are banded in mid-May at Halsey, but this 
year only l (RCG) . 

Empidonax sp.: Congeners unidentified to species appeared 4 May in 
Scotts Bluff (AKe) and Lancaster (LEi) Cos. Best counts indicate 
just how many of these birds pass through, the magnitude missed 
when only birds identified to species are reported: an amazing 120 
were in Sarpy Co 11 May, 81 of these at FF (NAMC) , and 38 total 
empids at Schramm Park SRA as late as 28 May included only 10 
identified to species (BP,LP). 

Eastern Phoebe: First was 1 at Stagecoach L 16 Mar; it disappeared 
and no more were seen there through a cold period until 10 Apr 
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(LEi) . Elsewhere, 1 was at FF 22 Mar (BP,LP) and another at 
Youngson Lagoon WPA 23 Mar (LR,RH) . Best count was 4 at FF 8 Apr 
(NR) . 

Say's Phoebe: First were in w NE, 2 at CLNWR 9 Apr (MFr) and 1 s of 
Gering 12 Apr (AKe) . All reports were from the panhandle except for 
1 near Poole 8 May (LR,RH). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: None were reported w of Adamas Co, where 
it was seen 16 May (GJK) . First was 1 at Rulo Bluffs Preserve 5 May 
{JGJ) , Best count was 39 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 36 of these at FF 
(NAMC). 

Cassin's Kingbird: The only reports were of 1 in Rocky Hollow, 
Morrill Co, 11 May (JGJ) and 2 in Banner Co 20 May (BP,LP), both 
within the breeding range. 

Western Kingbird: First was near Gibbon 1 May (LR,RH) , and in w NE 
1 was s of Gering 4 May (AKe) . First in e NE were singles in s 
Lancaster Co (LEi) and in Sarpy Co (NR) on 10 May. 

Eastern Kingbird: First were in Lancaster Co 2 May (LEi), in c NE 
at Harold W. Andersen WMA 4 May (LR,RH) , and in w NE in Scotts 
Bluff Co 12 May (AKe) . Best count was 15 in Lancaster Co feeding on 
flotsam resulting from flooding (LEi). 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine. 

Purple Martin: One was far to the w at CLNWR on 7 May (LMa); this 
is only the 6th panhandle report away from Lewellen, where a small 
colony was established 1977-79 (Rosch6, Birds of the Lake 
McConaughy Area ... 1994) . A single bird in Boone Co 11 May (WM) 
was near the w edge of the usual summer range. Elsewhere, first was 
in South Sioux City 7 Apr (BFH) , followed by 1 in Cass Co 8 Apr 
(KDG). Best count was 31 at Gretna on 11 May (NR). 

Tree Swallow: Westerly reports, where the species is still 
establishing itself, were of 1-2 at CLNWR 5 and 22 May (MFr,LMa) 
and 3 at NPNWR 5 May (LMa) . First were very early but not 
unprecedented at FF 26 Mar (RBa) , followed by 11 at Wagontrain L 10 
Apr (LEi) . Best counts were 134 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 106 of these at 
Wehrspann L (NAMC) , 75 at Wagontrain L 18 May (LEi) , and 70 at 
Crystal Cove L 20 Apr (BFH). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: First were 2 at Wagontrain L 3 Apr 
(LEi) and 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 10 Apr (LF,CF) . Best counts were 317 
in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo) , 188 in Sarpy Co 11 May, an excellent 
count of 156 of these at FF (NAMC), and 70 at NPNWR 25 May (LMa). 
Bank Swallow: First were in w NE, where 10 were at CLNWR 23 Apr 
(LMa) , and at the other end of the state 1 was at FF 25 Apr 
(BP,LP,RBa). No concentrations were reported before the end of the 
period, although a nesting colony in a pasture bank in s Sioux Co 
contained 10 birds 25 May (HKH). 

Cliff Swallow: First were 1 at FF 25 Apr (BP,LP,RBa) , 1 on 2 May at 
Stagecoach L (LEi), and 70 at NPNWR 5 May (LMa,AKe) . By 11 May 
200-400 were nesting on the Missouri River bridge at Nebraska City 
(LC,CF), and 3500 were counted (?) between Scottsbluff and Kearney 
on 17 May (LMa). 

Barn Swallow: First was 1 in Dixon Co 17 Apr (JJo) , followed by 1 
at Offutt Base L (RBa) and 2 in s Lancaster Co (LEi) the next day. 
Best counts were 254 in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo) , about 100 in 
Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi), and 77 at CLNWR 1 May (LMa). 

Blue Jay: An indication of spring migration were groups of 30 at 
Gibbon 17 May (LR,RH) and 20 at Arbor Day Farm 5 May (LF,CF) . Many 
of the amazing 372 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) may have been migrants 
also; spring migration apparently peaks in late Apr and early May. 
A good count of 13 for so far w was made in Scotts Bluff Co 25 May 
(LMa). 

Pinyon Jay: None were reported. 

Black-billed Magpie: This species is a resident in the Gibbon area 
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^LR RH) and nests as far e ne NE as Cedar Co, where a pair was 
esting near Willis 11 May (BFH). Fringe-of-range sightings were in 
Lancaster Co 2 May (LEi) and in c Dixon Co 25 May and n Dixon Co 
11 May, when 5 were seen (JJo). 

American Crow: A flock of 3 00 at Funk Lagoon WPA (LR, RH) were 
apparently migrants, as may have been 30 at Holmes L, Lincoln, on 
6 Mar (LEi). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: None were reported in Mar. An active 
observer in Lancaster Co did not note any until 5 Apr (LEi) ; did NE 
wintering birds leave before birds from further s came through? 
Best counts were from breeding locations, with up to 8 at Wildcat 
Hills SRA 4 May (AKe,LMa) and 3 banded at Halsey 13-19 May (RCG). 
Elsewhere only a few were reported, latest 1 at CLNWR 20 May (MFr) 
and another rather late in Adams Co 31 May (GJK) . The latter is the 
latest date except for summering birds; perhaps it too may attempt 
a nesting. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: Although common on the Pine Ridge, few 
reports are received from the Wildcat Hills SRA; singles were noted 
there 10 Mar and 10 Apr (LMa). Is it numerous there? 
pygmy Nuthatch: My requests for breeding evidence for this species 
in the Wildcat Hills SRA were answered in surprising fashion. The 
new Nature Center was outfitted with a large snag outside its 
window for educational purposes which promptly became the site for 
the first recorded nesting, on 16 May, of this species in the 
Wildcat Hills SRA (LMa)I As many as 6 were in the general area 10 
Mar (LMa) and 18 Apr (AKe). 

Brown Creeper: Last departing birds were in Bellevue 14 Mar (KCR) 
and Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, on 15 Mar (LEi). At the only regular 
summering location in recent years, 1 was singing at FF 5 May 
(BP,LP). 

Rock Wren: There were 2 reports in e NE this spring. Apparently the 
2nd for Lancaster Co was in the observers' yard 28-30 Apr; the 
first was another in the same yard last year (PK,KK). Sarpy Co's 
4th record was 1 in the Gifford Farm parking lot at FF 10 May 
(RBa). These 6 records are the furthest e for the state. 

Carolina Wren: Numbers seem to be declining; only 4 were found 11 
May in Sarpy Co (NAMC). The only other reports were of singles at 
Arbor Day Farm 1 and 24 Mar (LF,CF), 1 at Schramm Park SRA 12 May 
(NR), and 1 at the w edge of the current range in Lincoln 10 May 
(LEi). 

House Wren: First were in se NE, 1 in the observers' yard in Omaha 
20 Mar (RBa), and 2 at Nebraska City 21 Apr (LF,CF). First in w NE 
was at Scottsbluff 4 May (LMa). Best count was 224 in Sarpy Co 11 
May, 167 of which were at FF (NAMC); many of these were probably 
migrants. 

Winter Wren: The only reports were from FF, where one found 11 Mar 
in the same place one was found on the CBC there may have wintered 
(RBa) ; the other was seen 13 Apr (RBa) , about the time of peak 
migration. 

Sedge Wren: First were near Gibbon 5 May (LR,RH) , also the most 
westerly reported, followed by 1 at Wagontrain L 10 May (LEi) . Best 
count was 6 at Arbor L WMA 11 May (JMo). Birds remaining in late 
May may be breeding; 2 were at Arbor Day Farm 28-29 May (LF,CF). 
Marsh Wren: First to arrive were in the w; at least 1 was at CLNWR 
22 Apr (LMa,MFr) , with 13 there by 8 May (LMa) . Two at Jack Sinn 
WMA 2 6 Apr, first to arrive in e NE, appeared to be near a nest 
site (RBa). None were noted in e NE after 1 at FF 15 May (BP,LP), 
but singles were in Clay and Phelps Cos until 18 May (BP,LP) . Dates 
after these may be of breeding birds. 
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Golden-crowned Kinglet: Last in e NE was 1 at Arbor Day Farm 5 Apr 
(LF,CF) , but at Stateline Marsh WMA in w NE 1 was seen 15 May 
(LMa), the latest date for spring migrants; there are few later 
dates of stragglers, however. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was rather early at Fort Kearney SRA 3 i 
Mar (LMa) , followed by 1 at FF 2 Apr (BP,LP) . First in w NE was at 
CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa). Best counts were 10 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC ) t 
6 at Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, 4 May (LEi) , and 6 at Schramm Park 
SRA 13 May (BP,LP). Last were at Schramm Park SRA 20 May (JGu) and 
Fort Kearney SRA 18 May (LMa). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Most reports, as expected, were from Douglas 
Co s in the Missouri valley, but out of range was a male at Harold 
W. Andersen WMA 4 May (LR,RH) . Also westerly (although there may be 
a breeding population in the Republican valley w to Harlan Co; see 
the Summer report) were a large group of 9 at Little Blue WMA 20 
Apr (JGJ) , also first for spring. In Lincoln 2 were seen at 
Wilderness Park 3 and 9 May (LEi). First in the se were 2 at FF 23 
Apr (BP,LP) and best count 12 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC). 

Eastern Bluebird: Migrants appeared in Mar, first 3 at Wolf L on 2 
Mar (THo). Westerly reports were from the panhandle, where it is 
increasing its numbers; 2 were in Garden Co 23 Apr (LMa), 4 were at 
Wildcat Hills 4 May (AKe), and 1 was at James Ranch 6 May (SLe). 
Mountain Bluebird: Migrants return to the n panhandle breeding* 
range by late Feb; 20 were s of Gering 16 Mar (AKe) . At the 
easternmost regular wintering location, the cedar canyons in se 
Lincoln Co, 100 were noted 6 Mar (WWy) . One at CLNWR 27 May (MFr), 
where it is a regular migrant, is the latest ever away from the 
breeding range. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Wintering birds were numerous at Halsey, a 
lingerer rather late on 13 May (RCG) . Elsewhere last to leave were 
at Wildcat Hills SRA 10 Apr (LMa) and Gering Cemetery 26 Mar (AKe) . 
Singles at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA 16 Mar (BP,LP) and 21 Mar (RBa) 
were somewhat easterly. 

Veery: Reports were from the Missouri valley except for one without 
details in Adams Co 25 May (GJK) ; this species is rare away from 
the Missouri valley. First was 1 at FF 11 May (NAMC) , and last 1 at 
Arbor Day Farm 29 May (LF,CF) . Three others were reported from 
Dakota (BFH) and Douglas (CEJ) Cos. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: Last year was considered a good year with 24 
reported, but this year an amazing 55 were found in Sarpy Co alone 
on 11 May, including 20 at FF and 15 at Cedar Island (NAMC) . In 
addition about 21 others were detected, with all sightings but one 
within the period 2-13 May, and including a westerly bird banded at 
Halsey 13 May (RCG). Last by 10 days was 1 at Lincoln 23 May (LEi). 
First was 1 in Omaha 2 May (CEJ). 

Swainson's Thrush: There was an incredible fallout of this species 
in e NE 10-11 May to go along with the tremendous numbers of 
Gray-cheeked Thrushes. No fewer than 499 were counted in Sarpy cd 
11 May, 272 of these at FF (NAMC); 36 were in Lancaster Co 10 May 
(LEi), 30 in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo), 20 at Schramm Park SRA 13 May 
(BP,LP) , and, as far w as CLNWR, 12 were counted 21 May (LMa) ^ 
First were rather early in Omaha 20 Apr (CEJ) and at FF 29 Ap* 
(RBa) , and last were at Schramm Park SRA 30 May (BP,LP) and at 
Arbor Day Farm 29 May (LF,CF) . First in w NE was at NPNWR 5 May 
(LMa), and last at Gering Cemetery 25 May (AKe). 

Hermit Thrush: Few have been reported in recent years, with a total 
of only 10 this spring. First was at Arbor Day Farm 7 Apr (LF,CF ), 
and last were 2 in Sarpy Co 22 Apr (RBa), except for 1 at Arbor L 
WMA 4 May (LEi), a rather late date for this early migrant. Best 
count was 3 at Indian Cave SP 12 Apr (BP,LP,RBa). 

Wood Thrush: No reports were received w of Lancaster Co, where it 
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only a rare migrant; sightings were at Wilderness Park 9 and 17 
(LEi)• it is also unusual in Dodge Co, where 1 was at Hormel 
park in Fremont 16 May (EPa) . All other reports were from the 
Misoouri valley from Washington Co s. First were singles at Schramm 
Park SRA 6 May (RBa, BP, LP) and Platte River SP 8 May (JMo) . Best 
ount was 8 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 7 of these at FF (NAMC) . One was on 
a nest at Two Rivers SP 24 May (JGu). 

American Robin: Migrants pass through e NE in early Mar; best 
counts were 500 at Wolf L 16 Mar (THo) , 200 in Lancaster Co the 
same day (LEi), and 160 at Arbor Day Farm 9 Mar (LF,CF). In w NE, 
10 o were s of Gering 21 Apr (AKe). 

Gray Catbird: First in e NE was a single at FF 4 May (BP,LP) , 
followed by 4 in Hall Co 11 May (LR,RH) and 1 in Adams Co the same 
day (GJK) , and, in w NE, 1 at Gering Cemetery 19 May (AKe) . Best 
count was 12 presumed migrants in Lancaster Co 10 May feeding on 
high water debris (LEi). These arrival dates are rather late, and 
in Dixon Co the first was not seen until 25 May (JJo). 

Northern Mockingbird: First was in Lancaster Co 18 Apr (LEi).Good 
numbers were reported statewide, a total of about 20. Most are 
summer residents, arriving in Apr and drifting southward in fall, 
occasionally attempting to overwinter. 

Sage Thrasher: Only a casual migrant in spring, restricted to the 
panhandle, only the 7th such report was of 1 in s Sioux Co 16 May 
(HKH) . The observer stated that it is seen each year "coming or 
going," adding that another was seen 11 Aug 1995 there. It is far 
more numerous in fall. 

Brown Thrasher: The first arrivals appear in e NE and probably 
wintered in or close to NE; these birds appear in Mar, while most 
arrive in Apr. First this spring was 1 in Dixon Co 13 Mar (JJo) , 
the earliest spring arrival ever. Next were "normal migrants," 
first singles at Arbor Day Farm 11 Apr (LF,CF) and Indian Cave SP 
12 Apr (BP, LP, RBa) . First in c NE were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA 28 Apr 
(LR,RH) and in w NE singles were at Gering Cemetery 4 May (AKe) and 
at CLNWR the same day (MFr) ; 12 were at CLNWR 25 May (MFr) . Best 
count was 20 in Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi) ; it would seem that these 
may have been somewhat late migrants. 

American Pipit: Migrants dribble through from Mar-May, this year's 
first 1 rather early at DeSoto Bend NWR 16 Mar (RBa), and last 6-7 
in corn stubble at Cedar Island 11 May (RCG), also the best count. 
None were reported w of Dixon Co, where 4 were found 14 Apr (JJo). 
Cedar Waxwing: Best counts were better than the winter highs, 
suggesting movement of migrants, with 85 at Arbor Day Farm 3 Mar 
(LF,CF) , 70 in Antelope Co 4 May (JJo), and 64 at Wolf L 13 Apr 
(THo) . A few summer, the 3-6 at NPNWR 25 May (AKe,LMa) possibly in 
this category. 

Northern shrike: Of only 4 birds reported, the only 1 e of the 
panhandle was at Rowe Sanctuary 2 Mar (LR,RH) . Last to leave was 1 
at CLNWR 11 Apr (MFr). 

Loggerhead Shrike: First were singles in Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi), 
Cass Co 30 Mar (KDG) , and in Kearney Co 31 Mar (LR,RH) . In w NE, 
first was at CLNWR 11 Apr (MFr) , and another was s of Gering 24 Apr 
(AKe). 

European Starling: Best count was of a flock of 2000 presumed 
migrants at Wolf L 10 Mar (THo). 

White-eyed Vireo: Reports have been scarce in recent years, with 
only 6 spring reports since 1983. The 7th was one which popped up 
from some bushes on the UNL campus when the observer was looking at 
some White-throated Sparrows 10 May (JMo). In NE this is a casual 
spring overshoot species. 

Bell»s Vireo: Occurring statewide, but nowadays much more common in 
c and w NE than in the e, first were 3 in w NE at CLNWR 6 May 
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(MFr) , followed by 1 at Mormon Island SRA 11 May (NR) . Only 2 were 
reported from e NE: singles at Willis 18 May (BFH) and 1 in Burt Co 
29 May (RBa). 

Solitary Vireo: Migrants, rare w about Grand Island, appeared first 
at FF rather early on 29 Apr (RBa), followed by 1 at Schramm Park 
SRA 8 May (JMo) . Best count was 23 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) ; only 
1-2 were reported by single observers. Last was at Schramm Park SRA 
28 May (BP,LP), and furthest w 1 in Lincoln 17 May (LEi) . The w 
race plumbeus, which breeds in the Pine Ridge, was noted in East 
Hat Canyon, where a pair was nest building 21 May (BP,LP). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: None were reported w of Dodge Co, where 
singles were at Dead Timber SRA 18 May (JJo) and Hormel Park 23 May 
(JGu) . First were singles at FF 4 May (BP,LP) and Schramm Park SRA 
6 May (RBa). Best count was 7 on 11 May, 5 of these at FF (NAMC), 
It occurs throughout the Missouri valley; 2 males were at Willis 18 
May (BFH). 

Warbling Vireo: First was a record early bird (by 2 days) in the 
observers' Sarpy Co yard 14 Apr (BP,LP) . Next was in Lincoln 2 May 
(LEi) . In w NE first was at L Minatare 25 May (AKe) . Best counts 
were 30 in Douglas Co 25 May (WRS) and 15 at Wilderness Park, 
Lincoln, 17 May (LEi). 

Philadelphia Vireo: Only 4-5 were reported, including 1-2 as far w 
as Adams Co, seen 16 and 18 May (GJK) , and Halsey, seen in mid-May 
(RCG). This species is rare w of the Missouri valley. Others were 
at Arbor Day Farm 11 May (LF,CF) and at FF 16 May (BP,LP,RBa). 
Red-eyed Vireo: Arriving a little late this spring, none were 
reported from w NE before period's end. First were singles at FF 9 
May (RBa) and a banded bird at Schramm Park SRA 10 May (Lynn 
Bradman fide JMo) . Best count was only 7, at Arbor Day Farm 23 May 
(LF,CF). Furthest w was 1 near Poole 18 May (LMa). 

Blue-winged Warbler: Only 2 sightings of this casual migrant were 
reported, after last year's record 6; one was at the Krimlofski 
Tract, Neale Woods, on 4 May (JGJ), the other at Dodge Park, Omaha, 
15 May (JGJ). 

Golden-winged Warbler: Again good numbers of this uncommon migrant 
were reported, a total of about 8 birds, all from the lower 
Missouri valley except for 1 at Hormel Park, Fremont, 16 May 
(JGu,EPa) . First were 2 on 11 May, 1 at Wehrspann L the other at FF 
(NAMC), and last 1 at Neale Woods also on 16 May (JGJ). 

Tennessee Warbler: This species was also somewhat late in arriving 
this year. None were reported w of Buffalo Co, where 1 was near 
Poole 18 May (LMa) . First were 1 in Omaha 9 May (NR) and 2 the same 
day at Wilderness Park (LEi) . Best counts were 12 at Wilderness 
Park 23 May (LEi) and 10 at FF 25 May (WRS) . Last were 4 at Schramm 
Park SRA 30 May (BP,LP,NR). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: This statewide migrant was first noted far 
to the w at CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa) and at Two Rivers SP in the e (JGJ) 
on 2 3 Apr. Best counts were 24 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) , 11 at 
Schramm Park SRA 13 May (BP,LP), and 9 in Lancaster Co 10 May 
(LEi). Last were 1 at Arbor Day Farm 19 May (LF,CF) and 2 at FF 17 
May (BP,LP). 

Nashville Warbler: This easterly migrant was reported w to Kearney 
Co, where 1 was at Fort Kearney SRA 18 May (LMa) , and Adams Co, 
where 1 was noted 16 May (GJK) . First was 1 at FF 2 May (BP,LP) . 
Best count was 9 at Wilderness Park 17 May (LEi) ; only 1-2 were 
reported elsewhere, for a rather low total of about 25-30. Last was 
2nd latest ever on 30 May; it was at FF (NR). 

Northern Parula: All reports were from Douglas and Sarpy Cos, about 
20 in all. First for this early arriver was 1 at FF 20 Apr, joined 
by 3 more by 22 Apr (RBa) . Best count was 11 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 
10, an excellent total, at FF (NAMC). Furthest "w" were 1-2 at Two 
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Rivers SP 15 and 22 May (JGu). 

Yell° w Warbler: Another statewide wood-warbier, firsts were in w NE 
in Scotts Bluff Co 4 May (AKe) and at FF the same day (BP,LP) . Best 
counts were 26 at Wilderness Park 17 May (LEi) and 16 at Clear 
Creek WMA the same day (LMa). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One of fewer than 10 panhandle reports was 
a male in Sowbelly Canyon 21 May (BP,LP). Otherwise, furthest w was 
l in Adams Co 18 May (GJK) . First were about 8 birds at various 
locations in Sarpy (RBa,BP,LP), Douglas (NR), and Washington (JGJ) 
Cos on 16 May. Best count was 3, at FF (RBa) and at Neale Woods 
(JGJ) on 16 May. Last were singles at FF and Schramm Park SRA 28 
May (BP , LP). 

Magnolia Warbler: All reports were from the Missouri valley except 
for a male at Goose L, Holt Co, 20 May (JGJ,WRS) ; it is uncommon in 
c NE. First were 2 at Arbor Day Farm 9 May (LF, CF) . Best count was 
5 at Dodge Park 15 May (JGJ). Last were singles at Arbor Day Farm 
(LF,CF) and Schramm Park SRA (BP,LP) and 28 May. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: The only report of this casual 
migrant, rarer in spring than in fall, was of 1 which perched on 
the observers 1 banding net stringer in mid-May at Halsey (RCG). 
There are only about 20 spring reports in all for NE. 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: The "myrtle" form is a statewide migrant; 
unless stated, reports are of this form. First in e NE was 1 at FF 
7 Apr (RBa) , and in w NE 15 were at the Gering Cem 4 May (AKe) . 
Best counts were 755 in Sarpy Co on 11 May, 537 of these at FF 
(NAMC) , and 255 in Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi) . Last in e NE was at 
Schramm Park SRA 21 May (JGu) and elsewhere 2 were at Goose L, Holt 
Co, 20 May (JGJ,WRS) and 3 at CLNWR 17 May (MFr) . The "audubon's" 
form appeared first at James Ranch 22 Apr, remaining until 5 May 
(SLe). 

Townsend's Warbler: A male at Schramm Park SRA 11 May (SG,SK) was 
well-described. There are only 8 other spring reports for NE, most, 
surprisingly, from C NE, but most also undocumented. It has 
occurred in Iowa, however (Dinsmore et al, Iowa Birds 1984) . 
Black-throated Green Warbler: All reports were from Lancaster Co e; 
1 was at Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 10 May (LEi). First were 4 in 
Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) , also best count, and last was 1 at Neale 
Woods 20 May (JGJ). A total of about 20 was reported. 

Blackburnian Warbler: None were reported w of Dixon and Lancaster 
Cos; 1-2 were in Dixon Co 26 and 28 May (JJo) and 1 was at 

Wilderness Park 9 May (LEi) , also the first for the spring period. 
Best count was of 6 singing at FF 17 May (BP,LP). Last of about 27 
was in Omaha 29 May (NR). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Of interest was a report from a new 

Missouri valley location, the Krimlofski Tract, Neale Woods, where 
1 was present 4-6 May (JGJ). Reports are usually restricted to the 
only known breeding location, FF, where 2 arrived 20 Apr (RBa) and 
best count was 3 on 5 May (BP,LP). 

Prairie Warbler: The first report since 1991, and NE's 13th in all, 
was a singing male at FF present for about an hour 14 May 

(RBa,BP,LP). 

Palm Warbler: Reports were w to Hall Co and all within the narrow 
period 4-11 May. First were 1-2 at FF (RBa, BP, LP) and 1 at 

Stagecoach L (LEi) on 4 May. Best count was 26 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 
10 of these at Wehrspann L (NAMC), also last, with 1 in Hall Co the 
same day (LR,RH). This species is found in brushy habitats rather 
than in forest, as indicated by the count at Wehrspann L. 
Bay-breasted Warbler: Although only a casual migrant in spring, a 
surprising 3 were reported. One was at FF 16 May (RBa) , a male was 
in the observers' yard the same day (BP,LP) , and another was at 
Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, 21 May (LEi). These are only the 7th and 
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8th spring reports since 1981, although it is fairly common ij 
fall. 

Blackpoll Warbler: Another of the few statewide spring migrants^ 
first in e NE was at FF 4 May (BP,LP,RBa), and in w NE 1 was in ^ 
Sioux Co 12 May (HKH) . Best counts were 14 in Sarpy Co 11 Ma^ 
(NAMC) and 8 at FF 17 May (BP,LP). Last in e NE were 2 at Schrama 
Park SRA 28 May (BP,LP) and in n and w NE singles were at NPNWR 25 
May (AKe,LMa) and Pibel L SRA 29 May (BP,LP). 

Cerulean Warbler: Arriving 2-3 weeks late this year, only 1-2 were 
noted at FF before the end of the period, first 1 there 25 May 
(WRS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Another statewide species, first were in 
e NE 27 Apr at Wilderness Park (PK) and at FF 29 Apr (RBa) , and in 
w NE 1 was at CLNWR 8 May (LMa) . Best counts were an amazing 110 in 
Sarpy Co 11 May, 58 of these at FF (NAMC), and 16 in Lancaster Cq 
10 May (LEi) . Last in e NE, where there have been no summer reports 
since 1988, were singles at Schramm Park SRA 30 May (NR) and in 
Dixon Co 26 May (JJo). At known current breeding locations, 1 was 
gathering nesting materials at Gilbert-Baker WMA 21 May (BP,LP) and 
another was singing at the Niobrara Valley Preserve 25 May (SWi). 
American Redstart: Reports were from the Missouri valley, except 
for 1 in Scotts Bluff Co 20 May (AKe) , where it is a regular 
migrant in small numbers, 1 in Adams Co 11 May (GJK) , and 1 singing 
at the Niobrara Valley Preserve 25 May (SWi), a breeding location. 
Of interest was 1 at Harold W. Andersen WMA as late as 27 May 
(LR,RH); breeding evidence from the Loup drainage in recent years 
is lacking. First were 2 at FF 5 May (RBa,BP,LP) . None were 
reported in the Missouri valley after 2 at Arbor Day Farm 15 May 
(LF,CF). 

Prothonotary Warbler: Reports were all from FF, where it breeds. 
First was there 10 May (RBa), but no more than 3 were reported at 
any one time, when 2 males and a female were carrying nesting 
materials 19 May (SWi). 

Worm-eating Warbler: Four, an excellent total, were reported for 
the 2nd straight year, n and w to Dodge Co, where 1 was at Hormel 
Park 9 May (JGu). First was at FF 28 Apr (fide NR), rather early, 
1 was at Schramm Park SRA 10-11 May (JGu) , and 1 was at Dodge Park 
17 May (JGJ). 

Ovenbird: First were 3 in Richardson Co 5 May (WRS) . In w NE, first 
was 1 at CLNWR 19 May (MFr). Best count was 58 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 
44 of these at FF (NAMC). ' 

Northern Waterthrush: None were reported w of Boone Co, where 4 
were counted 11 May (WM) and Adams Co, where 1 appeared 5 Mai 
(GJK) . First were 2 at FF 25 Apr (RBa,BP,LP) . Best count was 28 il 
Sarpy Co 11 May, 21 of these at FF (NAMC) . Last was 1 at Neal4 
Woods 27 May (JGJ), the 2nd latest ever for this early migrant. 
Louisiana Waterthrush: This species appeared in good numbers thi« 
spring, after a few recent years of scarcity. About 12 werdf 
reported at traditional locations, except for 1 in a small patch ofj 
riparian brush in Nemaha Co 5 May (WRS) . At FF 2 arrived 11 Apr 
(BP,LP) , with 3 counted there 11 May (NAMC) , but none were reported 
after 17 May (BP,LP) . At Platte River SP up to 3 were present, 
those on 15 and 27 May (JGJ) . Three were at Indian Cave SP 6 May 
(JGJ). A single male was singing loudly at Hummel Park, Washington 
Co, 8 and 12 May (NR,WRS). A single was at Schramm Park SRA 11 May 
(NAMC). 

Kentucky Warbler: About 8 were found, all in the lower Missouri 
valley. First were 4 at Indian Cave SP (JGJ) and 1 at Platte River 
SP (RBa,BP,LP) on 6 May. Two were at Hummel Park 8-12 May (NR,WRS), 
and 1 was at Schramm Park SRA 21 and 28 May (JGu). 

Connecticut Warbler: A good total of 4 were found; this is but a 
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asual migrant in NE. One was at FF 20 May (JGu), another was at 
nodge Park 27 May (JGJ,WRS), and 1-2 were singing at Schramm Park 
SRA 28-30 May (BP f LP,NR,RBa). 

Mourning Warbler: Becoming more numerous in recent years, about 38 
of this late migrant were reported, w to Adams Co, where 1 was 
noted 16 May (GJK) . First were singles in Omaha (RBa) and at Dodge 
park (JGJ) on 15 May. Best counts were 10 in Douglas Co 15 May 
(WRS, JGJ) and 5 at Schramm Park SRA 28 May (BP,LP) . Last were 
singles at Arbor Day Farm (LF,CF) and Schramm Park SRA (NR,BP,LP) 
on 30 May. 

MacGillivray's Warbler: Rare but regular as a panhandle migrant, 2 
were reported: 1 was in Sowbelly Canyon 12 May (JGJ) and another 
was in s Sioux Co 12-14 May (HKH). 

Common Yellowthroat: First was 1 at Arbor Day Farm 3 May (LF,CF), 
followed closely by the first in w NE at NPNWR 4 May (AKe) . Best 
count was 119 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 78 of these at FF (NAMC). 
Wilson's Warbler: Usually a statewide migrant, few were reported in 
total, only about 12, and none w of Adams Co, where 1 was seen 16 
May (GJK) . First was at FF 6 May (NR) and last another there 27 May 
(WRS). 

Canada Warbler: About 9 of this rare spring migrant were reported, 
all in the lower Missouri valley from Washington Co s. First was at 
DeSoto Bend NWR 16 May (JGJ), and last at Schramm Park SRA 28 May 
(JGJ). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: None were reported e of Kearney Co, where 
even there the species is scarce; it is now only common in w NE, e 
to Cherry Co, where 1 was at Valentine NWR 19 May (RDL) . In Kearney 
Co 1 was at Fort Kearney SRA 17 May (LMa) . A good count of 9 in 
Sowbelly Canyon was made 21 May (BP,LP). 

Summer Tanager: Few were reported, all at Schramm Park SRA, if not 
the only, certainly the best-known location for this species. First 
there were 3 on 18 May (WRS). This species is at the extreme edge 
of its range in se NE. 

Scarlet Tanager: All reports were from the Missouri valley, n to 
Dakota Co, where a male was at Willis 18 May (BFH) . First were 3 
counted in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) . Best count was 5 at Schramm Park 
SRA 30 May; a female was on a nest there 28 May (BP,LP). 

Western Tanager: All reports were from the panhandle, as expected. 
First were singles at Gering Cemetery (AKe) and CLNWR (MFr) on 20 
May. One was at NPNWR 25 May (LMa), and first to appear at James 
Ranch was seen 31 May (SLe). 

Northern Cardinal: Latest from the Scotts Bluff Co outpost was a 
count of 4 on 1 Mar (AKe). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: This species is a casual spring migrant in 
the panhandle, and so 2 reports were surprising: 1 was s of Gering 
on 4 May (AKe) and no fewer than 3 were at a James Ranch feeder 12 
May (SLe). Elsewhere, first was 1 at Wagontrain L 2 May (LEi) and 
best count 61 in Sarpy Co 11 May, 38 of these at FF (NAMC). A male 
was banded at Halsey 13 May (RCG), near the w edge of the breeding 
range. 

Black-headed Grosbeak: At Halsey, where both Rose-breasted and this 
species occur in summer, 2 Black-headed Grosbeaks were banded 13-19 
May (RCG). At the e edge of the summer range, 1 was at Harold W. 
Andersen WMA 27 May (LR,RH), 1 was near Poole on 18 May (LMa), and 
a pair was near Gibbon 12 May (LR,RH). First was 1 at James Ranch 
12 May (SLe). 

Blue Grosbeak: The only report from e NE was of 1 in Dixon Co 29 
May (JJo) . Another was at Valentine NWR 19 May (RDL) . First were 2 
s of Gering 16 May (AKe). 

Lazuli Bunting: Spring migrants may occur far e of the summer 
range, although 3 such reports were unexpected. Singles were at 
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Funk Lagoon WPA 19 May (BP,LP) , 2 males were banded at Halsey 
mid-May (RCG) , and 1 was at Fort Kearney SRA 17 May (LMa) . Migrants 
arrived s of Gering 8 May (AKe), and best count was 9 there on 20 
May (AKe). 

Indigo Bunting: This species is about as common in w NE as is 
Lazuli Bunting, but it was a surprise that the first for spring was 
at James Ranch 6 May; it was accompanied by an obvious hybrid with 
blue head, white breast and no orange (SLe) . In e NE, first were 
singles at Wehrspann L (NR) and FF (RBa) on 10 May. Best count was 
7 at Arbor Day Farm 19 May (LF,CF). 

Painted Bunting: There were 9 reports for NE until this spring; now 
there are 11. A real surprise was the presence of a male and 2 
females photographed just e of the Belmont Diversion Dam in Morrill 
Co 1 May (MBH) . A female was discovered by Eric Volden amongst 
American Goldfinches at the feeders of the Crane Meadows Nature 
Center in Hall Co, photographed, and seen by several observers 
30-31 May. 

Dickcissel: The "dozens flying over" Sarpy Co 9 May (JMo) were 
nipped for first by 2 in Sarpy Co 9 May (RBa) and especially by one 
too early for its own good which appeared at a Nebraska City feeder 
24 Apr (LF,CF) . None were reported w of Buffalo Co, where the first 
was seen 9 May (LR,RH). 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only report of this casual panhandle 
migrant was of 1 which obligingly perched for a photograph in a 
shrub at the parking lot of Jailhouse and Courthouse Rocks, Morrill 
Co (JGJ). 

Eastern Towhee: Although NE is in the area where Eastern and 
Spotted Towhees' ranges meet, apparently pure individuals occur 
within the hybrid zone; it is this limited hybridization which 
allowed their reversion to separate species (DeBenedictis, Birding 
28:228, 1996). Eastern Towhees were reported in the Republican 

valley w to Harlan Co Res 27 Apr (JGJ) ; this species apparently 
occurs in small numbers as far w as Colorado (Andrews and Righter, 
Colorado Birds 1992). Elsewhere, reports were limited to the area 
bounded to the north by Lancaster and Sarpy Cos. First were noted 
at Branched Oak SRA 12 Apr (LEi) and at FF, where 2 were seen 13 
Apr (RBa). Another was at Platte River SP 8 May (JMo). Reports of 
summering birds are of interest in determining the summer range of 
this species; also of importance is whether hybrid types are 
present in the same areas as apparently pure types. 

Spotted Towhee: Most of NE is occupied by this species in summer. 
Furthest se reports were of 1 at FF 11 May (no details of plumage 
were provided, NAMC) , 1 at Bellevue 11 Apr (KCR) , and 1 at 
Wilderness Park, Lincoln, 27 Apr (PK). First were 5 at Little Blue 
WMA 20 Apr (JGJ) , and, in w NE, 2 were at Gering Cemetery 4 May 
(AKe) . Best count was 12 at NPNWR 5 May (LMa) . The same information 
as for Eastern Towhee is requested for this species. 

American Tree Sparrow: Best counts were 60 in Dixon Co 10 Mar (JJo) 
and 50 at Stagecoach L 16 Mar (LEi) . Last were singles at NPNWR 
(LMa) and in Dixon Co (JJo) on 18 Apr, although 3 were reported 
without details in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC), a rather late date. 
Chipping Sparrow: First was rather early at Wakefield 1 Apr (JJo), 
followed by 1 at Arbor Day Farm 11 Apr (LF,CF) , 1 in Bellevue 

(KCR) , and 6 at Offutt Base L the same day (RBa) . In w NE, first 
was 1 at CLNWR 13 Apr (MFr) . Best counts were 508 in Sarpy Co 11 
May (NAMC) and 305 in Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: First was 1 at CLNWR 23 Apr (MFr), followed 
by singles in Buffalo Co 24 Apr (LR, RH) and in Lancaster Co 26 Apr 
(LEi). Best counts were "hundreds" heard in Buffalo Co 9 May 
(LR,RH) and 100 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) . Last were in e NE 16 May 
at Omaha (NR) and in Cherry Co (RDL) and Clear Creek Marsh WMA 
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Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports of this panhandle summer 
eS ident were of 1 at Scottsbluff 11-12 May (LMa) and 2 singing in 
Banner Co 20 May (BP,LP). 

Field Sparrow: Rare in the panhandle, 1 was at NPNWR 5 May (LMa). 
Elsewhere, furthest w was 1 in Adams Co 5 May (GJK) . First were 
singles at Arbor Day Farm 24 Mar (LF, CF) and at Wolf L 31 Mar 
(THo) • Best count was an excellent 39 in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo). 
Vesper Sparrow: First was in e NE at Cunningham L 28 Mar (JGJ) 
followed closely by 1 at LM 1 Apr (LMa); first in w NE were 12 at 
CLNWR 24 Apr (LMa) . Best count was a moderate 19 in Dixon Co 11 May 
(JJo) . It is rare in summer in Lancaster Co, where the last migrant 
was noted 11 May at Lincoln (LEi). 

Lark Sparrow: First were 5 at CLNWR 21 Apr (MFr) , 1 near Gibbon 24 
Apr (LR,RH) , and 1 at Arbor Day Farm 24 Apr (LF,CF) . Best count was 
only 12, at CLNWR 8 May (LMa). 

Lark Bunting: Few were reported, although somewhat easterly were 1 
at Halsey in mid-May (RCG) and another in Phelps Co at about the 
same time (NOU). First were s of Gering 4 May (AKe) and in Garden 
Co 7 May (LMa). 

Savannah Sparrow: First were 2 birds 3rd earliest on record on 16 
Mar at Harvard Marsh WPA (JGJ) , followed by 4 at Gleason Lagoon WPA 
23 Mar (LR,RH) and 2 at Cunningham L 28 Mar (BP,LP). First in w NE 
were 2 at CLNWR 23 Apr (LMa) . Best counts were 39 in Dixon Co 11 
May (JJo) and 20 at Wagontrain L 18 Apr (LEi). Last was 1 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 19 May (LMa) . 

Baird's Sparrow: One of very few documented reports of this 
presumed migrant was of one seen singing in native grassland n of 
Long Canyon in Banner Co 10 May (JGJ) . Available data indicate that 
this is the expected time for migrants to pass through in spring. 
Grasshopper Sparrow: This species arrived statewide in early May, 
with 1 in extreme se NE 5 May (WRS), 3 in Sarpy Co 8 May (RBa), 1 
at Arbor L WMA 8 May (LEi), 1 near Poole 8 May (LR,RH), and 14 at 
CLNWR 9 May (LMa). There were few other reports. 

Leconte's Sparrow: Somewhat westerly was 1 in Boone Co 11 May (WM) . 
Elsewhere, 3 were reported. One was at Cunningham L 13 Apr (JGJ), 
rather early, another was at FF 22 Apr (RBa) , and a third was at 
Arbor Day Farm 12 May (LF,CF). 

Fox Sparrow: None were reported w of Buffalo Co, where it is rare; 

I was near Gibbon 25 Mar (LR,RH). Two were at Wogontrain L 3 Apr 
(LEi), where it is uncommon, and all other reports were from the 
Missouri valley. First was at Arbor Day Farm 24 Mar (LF,CF), best 
count and last 3 at DeSoto Bend NWR 13 Apr (JGu) . Only about 16 
were reported in all. 

Song Sparrow: A few winter, likely 1 in Cass Co 1 Mar (KDG) , and so 
arrival is difficult to determine. Probable migrants were 12 at 
Arbor Day Farm 6 Apr; none were seen there after 11 May (LF,CF) . 
Also apparently migrants were 12 at Wolf L on 31 Mar and 6 Apr 
(THo). A good count of probable summering birds was 18 in Dixon Co 

II May (JJo) . Uncommon in w NE, 1 at CLNWR 20 May (MFr) was 
unexpected. 

Lincoln's Sparrow: First was rather early at Harvard Marsh WPA 21 
Mar (BP,LP, RBa), followed by 1 at Arbor Day Farm 27 Mar (LF,CF) 
and 2 at CLNWR 17 Apr (MFr). This species has a long migration 
period in spring; as many as 44 were still in Sarpy Co 11 May 
(NAMC) , although last were at Halsey in mid-May (RCG) and at Arbor 
Day Farm 18 May (LF,CF) . 

Swamp Sparrow: Very early was 1 at Arbor Day Farm 10 Mar (LF,CF), 
although a few winter on occasion in s and se NE; this bird may 
have done so. Elsewhere, first were 6 at FF 26 Mar (RBa) , and 2 had 
reached Crystal Cove L by 20 Apr (BFH). Few are reported during 
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spring migration. 

White-throated Sparrow: Essentially an e NE migrant, it is uncommon 
elsewhere and rare in the panhandle. Thus surprising were 8 at 
CLNWR 5 May (MFr) and 2 at NPNWR on 5 May (LMa) . Still uncommon for 
the location was 1 banded at Halsey in mid-May (RCG). Probably 
wintering was 1 at a Bellevue feeder 1 Mar (KCR). First was 1 at 
Indian Cave SP 12 Apr (RBa) . Best counts were 197 in Sarpy Co n 

May (NAMC) and 61 in Lancaster Co 4 May (LEi). Last were 2 at Two 

Rivers SP 15 May (JGu). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Best counts during spring migration for this 
winter visitor were 62 as late as 11 May in Sarpy Co (NAMC) and 39 
in extreme se NE 5 May, the latter of the black-lored eastern race 
(WRS) . Best count in w NE was 21 at CLNWR 5 May (MFr) . Last in e NE 

was in Otoe Co 14 May (LF, CF) , in c NE at Gibbon 16 May (LR, RH) , 

and in w NE 1 was in Scotts Bluff Co 25 May (LMa) and another at 
James Ranch 27 May (SLe). 

Harris 1 Sparrow: Best counts were 235 in Lancaster Co 10 May (LEi) , 
235 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC), and 100 near Gibbon 27 Apr (LR,RH), 
Last in e NE was 1 at Omaha 16 May (NR), in c NE 1 at Gibbon 16 May 
(LR,RH), and in w NE 1 s of Gering 9 May (AKe). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Best counts were 170 in Otoe Co 24 Mar (LF,CF) , 56 
in Dixon Co 24 Mar (JJo) , and 55 at Wolf L 31 Mar (THo) . Last in e 
NE was rather late in Otoe Co 5 May (LF,CF), in c NE 1 was in in 
Adams Co 26 Apr (GJK) , and in w NE "slate-colored" birds were last 
seen at James Ranch 29 Apr (SLe). "Pink-sided" birds were noted e 
to Buffalo Co, last on 6 Apr (LR,RH) . The last "Oregon" birds left 
James Ranch 15 Apr (SLe). The only "white-winged" birds reported 
were at the James Ranch feeders until 15 Apr (SLe). 

McCown's Longspur: None were reported. 

Lapland Longspur: Best count was 500 s of Alda in Hall Co 30 Mar 
(RBa), and "hundreds" in the same area 31 Mar (LR,RH); these were 
also the last reported. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: None were reported. 

Bobolink: First were in e NE, 2 at Arbor L WMA 8 May (LEi) ; in c NE 
5 were near Kearney 10 May (LR,RH) , and in w NE first was at CLNWR 
13 May (MFr) ; 8-9 were there by the end of May (LMa,MFr) . Best 
counts were 45 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC) and 2 6 in Dixon Co the 
same day (JJo). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were 2000 at Gibbon on 3 Mar 
(LR,RH) and 2000+ in Dixon Co 10 Mar (JJo) . As late as 10 May a 
flock composed of 80 females was in Lancaster Co (LEi) ; these would 
be expected to have spread out onto territories by that date. 
Resident females are the last group to arrive, behind migrant 
females (Bent, Life Histories ... 1968). 

Eastern Meadowlark: First singing birds were at Arbor Day Farm 15 
Mar (LF, CF) , and in w NE at CLNWR 10 Apr (MFr) ; 8 were at CLNWR 29 
May (MFr). Best count was 40 in c NE 1 Apr (LMa). 

Western Meadowlark: First singing birds were 2 at Offutt Base L 13 
Mar (RBa). Best count was 83, in Dixon Co 11 May (JJo). 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Rather early were 5 at Funk Lagoon WPA 10 
Mar (LR,RH) ; next was a single in Hall Co 1 Apr (NR) . First in w NE 
was 1 in Sheridan Co 22 Apr (LMa) . Best counts were 100 at Harvard 
Marsh WPA 5 May (WRS) , 79 at CLNWR 8 May (LMa) and 75 near 

Scottsbluff 4 May (AKe) . A flock of 25 females was at Pawnee L SRA 
4 May (LEi); see comments under Red-winged Blackbird. 

Rusty Blackbird: The only reports were from the Missouri valley; 1 
was at FF 15 Mar (BP,LP), 12 were in Sarpy Co 26 Mar (RBa), and 20 
were in Dixon Co 3 Apr (JJo). 

Brewer's Blackbird: Last in e NE (barely), where migrants are 
uncommon, was an excellent count of 89 in s York Co 19 Apr (JGJ)• 
The only other report from e NE was of 2 in Dixon Co 3 Apr (JJo) . 
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Migrants passed through CLNWR 28 Apr-29 May, most on 1 May, with 15 

rreat-tailed Grackle: Migrants were on the move in large numbers in 
id-Mar, with 112 at Eckhardt Lagoon WPA 16 Mar (JGJ) and 110 at 
oak Park L, Lincoln, on 23 Mar (JMo) . First male noted at Funk 
nago° n WPA, a breeding location, was there 17 Mar (LR,RH). Several 
were reported n and w of the usual range. Five birds were 4 miles 
of West Point on 18 May (JJo), 2-3 were at Wood Duck WMA 28 Apr 
(CNo) and 24 May (JJo), 7 were counted in Boone Co 11 May (WM), 1 
was near mile marker 106 on highway 2 in Grant Co 6 May (DR,RR) , 
and 7 were 5 miles w of Broadwater on 17 May (LMa). 

Common Grackle: Best counts were 780 in c NE 31 Mar (LMa) and 150 
in s Lancaster Co 3 Apr (LEi) . First in w NE, where wintering is 
rare, were 3 at Gering 4 Apr (AKe) and 1 at CLNWR 9 Apr (MFr). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Rare in winter, first were singles at Gibbon 
3 Mar (LR,RH) and in Lancaster Co 16 Mar (LEi). First in w NE were 
2 at CLNWR 16 Apr (MFr). Best counts were 191 in Dixon Co 11 May 
(JJo) and 160 in extreme se NE 5 May (WRS). 

orchard Oriole: First in e NE were singles at Wehrspann L 9 May 
(NR) and at Wilderness Park the same day (LEi). In c NE 1 was in 
Adams Co 12 May (GJK) , and in w NE first were 3 at CLNWR 19 May 
(MFr). Best count was 7, in Scotts Bluff Co 25 May (LMa). 
Bullock's Oriole: Reports were from the panhandle. Birds without 
hybrid characters are restricted to the panhandle; observers should 
check orioles carefully for evidence of hybridization in western 
sections of major river valleys. First was a male in Deuel Co 19 
May (BP,LP). 

Baltimore Oriole: Birds which appear to be pure Baltimores occur 
virtually throughout the state, especially in major river valleys. 
In some areas, pure birds occur along with those showing hybrid 
characters; extent of orange on the head, extent of white in the 
wings, and extent of orange in the outer tail feathers should be 
examined. Birds reported as "hybrids," without further details, 
were in Adams Co 17 May (GJK) and at FF 19 May (SWi) . First in e NE 
was in Cass Co 27 Apr (KDG), and in c NE 4 May at Gibbon (LR,RH). 
Several westerly reports included singles at L Minatare 25 May 
(AKe,LMa) and at Gering 19 May (AKe), 5 at LM 17 May (LMa), and 1 
in Deuel Co 19 May (BP,LP). Most panhandle reports of Baltimores 
are in spring. Best counts were 119 in Sarpy Co 11 May (NAMC), 39 
in a fallow field in Sarpy Co 10 May (NR) , and 28 near Poole 18 May 
(LMa). 

Purple Finch: Last were 11 in an Omaha yard 9 Apr (NR) and 1 in 
Bellevue the same day (KCR) . Last in Adams Co were noted 8 Apr 
(GJK). Few were reported. 

Cassin's Finch: The only report was of a pair in Coffee Park, 
Sowbelly Canyon, 21 May (BP,LP). This rare winter visitor, when 
present, often remains into late May and then departs. Summer 
reports are few. 

House Finch: One of the few locations where it is still noteworthy, 
CLNWR, had singles on 7 and 21 Apr (MFr) . It is scarcest in the 
Sandhills. 

Red Crossbill: The only report was of 32 in Monroe Canyon 21 May 
(BP,LP), as well as 2-3 in Sowbelly and West Hat Canyons the same 
day (BP,LP). This is an expected location, but numbers are variable 
and unpredictable. 

White-winged Crossbill: There were 3 reports of this casual winter 
visitor. At the Extension Center at North Platte 2 were present 23 
Feb through 6 Mar (WWy) . A male was at the observers' feeder in 
Bellevue 15 Mar (BP,LP) . At the Oakland Cemetery 7 were 
photographed 17 Mar (JGJ). 

Common Redpoll: This was a good year for this species, with best 
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count up to 35 at a Wakefield feeder until 3 Apr (JJo), the latter 
date the last date also. Other reports included the last at Chadron 
25 Mar (ZUr) and 2 at Omaha the same day (NR), and 2 at Gibbon 9 
Mar (LR,RH) . Westerly were 2 at Gering 11 Mar (Sam and Loni 
Schlothauer, fide AKe). 

Pine Siskin: Best counts were 58 at Wildcat Hills SRA 10 Mar (LMa) 
and 50 daily in Mar-Apr on the UNebr-Kearney campus (LR,RH) . A few 
remained rather late, including several at UNK until 29 May 
(LR,RH) , 1 in Omaha 31 May (CEJ) , and 2 at Hummel Park 30 May (NR) . 
Birds remaining into Jun may nest or be nesting. 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine. 

Evening Grosbeak: The only report was of 1 at James Ranch as late 
as 17 May (SLe). Wintering birds generally leave the panhandle by 
late May, but there are a few summer reports. 

House sparrow: Reports were routine. 

OBSERVERS 

Roland Barth (RBa), Omaha; Kathleen Crawford-Rose (KCR), Bellevue; 
Jan DeGarmo (JDG), Elmwood; Kevin DeGarmo (KDG), Elmwood; Stephen 
j. Dinsmore (SJD), Ames, IA; Claire Drenowatz (CDr), San Antonio, 
TX; Larry Einemann (LEi), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; 
Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Marlin French (MFr), Ellsworth; 
Sue Gentes (SG), Omaha; Ruth C. Green (RCG), Bellevue; Joe Gubanyi 
(JGu), Seward; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; Thomas Hoffman (THo), 
Omaha; Helen K. Hughson (HKH), Mitchell; Mary B. Hunt (MBH), 
Gering; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Clyde E, Johnson 
(CEJ), Omaha; Jan Johnson (JJo), Wakefield; Joel G. Jorgensen 
(JGJ), Blair; Paul Kaufman (PK), Seward; Alice Kenitz (AKe), 
Gering; Lucy Koenig (LKo), Scottsbluff; Sandy Kovanda (SK), 
Bellevue; Glen J.I. Kramer (GJK), Hastings; Thomas E. Labedz (TEL), 
Lincoln; Sandy Lemmon (SLe), Crawford; Richard D. Luehrs (RDL), 
Kearney; Larry Malone (LMa), Scottsbluff; Wayne Mollhoff (WM) , 
Albion; James Mountjoy (JMo), Lincoln; Colleen Noecker (CNo), 
Albion; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP) , 
Bellevue; Erin Paseka (EPa), Ames; Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; 
Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, IA; Zee 
Uridil (ZUr), Chadron; Jim Williams (JW), Minnetonka, MN; Suzanne 
Winckler (SWi), Omaha; Donald Wood (DWo), Elmwood; Gertrude Wood 
(GWo), Elmwood; Wilma Wyman (WWy), North Platte. 

WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS DURING MARCH-MAY 1996 MIGRATION 
Compiled from information provided by 
Steven Anschutz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second St., Grand Island, NE 68801 

A peak population of 158 whooping cranes (130 adult/subadult 
and 28 juvenile) was reported at the Aransas National Wildlife 
Refuge in Texas during the winter of 1995-96. One juvenile was 
believed to have died between March 17 and 20, so 157 cranes began 
the spring migration, an increase of 24 birds over 133 in spring, 
1995. By April 4, about 82 cranes had begun to migrate, and by 
April 25, only 9 cranes remained at Aransas. All but 2 of these had 
migrated by May 3. One of the two cranes migrated sometime after 

May 22, but the other bird was still at Aransas on June 7. 

The first dates for confirmed observations of migrating 

whooping cranes were April 15 in Canada (Saskatchewan) and March 13 
in the U.S. (Kansas) , and the last sighting date was May 29 in 
Saskatchewan. Sightings were reported from Oklahoma (2) , Kansas 
(4), Nebraska (20), South Dakota (3), North Dakota (7), 

Saskatchewan (10), and Alberta, Canada (1). 
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A spring blizzard struck central Nebraska on 24 March, 1996 
d is estimated to have killed between 1500 and 2000 Sandhill 
cran es within the Platte River valley. Based on a March 20 census 
flight at Aransas, a maximum of seven Whooping Cranes had started 
ration. Two birds, known to be in central Nebraska during the 
blizzard, were using wetlands located about 50 miles north of the 
Platte River, and they are known to have survived. The rest of the 
migration was relatively uneventful, however, the frequent passage 
of weather systems tended to slow the migration. 

in addition to confirmed and probable sightings in Nebraska in 
the following table, there were at least 35 unconfirmed sightings 
in the following counties: Adams (15), Buffalo (2), Hall (10), 
Kearney (at least 2), Merrick (2), Phelps (1), and York (3). Legal 
descriptions of locations by township and range, and information 
for other states can be obtained from the NBR Editor or from Wally 
jobman at the address listed under the title. 

Vjma = Wildlife Management Area, WPA = Waterfowl Production Area 


loos .q-icrhting Date 

No. of Cranes 

Location 

confirmed Sightings: 

adults/vouna 


3/14-4/6 

2 

Custer Co., 5% mi. west, 
lh mi. north of Merna. 

3/30 

1 

Buffalo Co. , 12 mi. west of 
Kearney on 1-80 (mm 259). 

4/7-4/8 

2 

Garfield Co., North Loup 
River, 1% mi. north, % mi. 
west of Burwell. 

4/7-4/11 

2+1 

Phelps Co., 2 mi. west of 
Wilcox; Sacramento-Wilcox 
WMA. 

4/7-4/9 

2 + 1 

Phelps Co., 3 mi. south, 
1% mi. east of Odessa. 

4/8 

2 

Custer Co., flying 17 mi. 
north of Broken Bow. 

4/10 

2 

Hall Co., Platte River, 5 


4/11 


4/12-4/16 


mi. south, west of 
Wood River (3% mi. upstream 
from Wood River (bridge 
over Platte River). 

2+1 Hall Co., 5 mi. south, \ 

mi. southwest of Wood River 
(h mi. upstream from Wood 
River bridge over Platte 
River). 

2+1 Wheeler Co., 1 mi. 

northwest of Erickson on 
Cedar River. 


5+1 Rock Co., 2 mi. west of 

Cams bridge, Niobrara 
River. 


4/12-4/15 
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1996 Siahtincr Date No. of Cranes 

adults/vouna 

Location 


Confirmed Sightings fcontinued^ : 


4/15 4+1 

Garfield Co., North Loup 
River, lh mi. west of 
Burwell. 

4/16 5 

Lincoln Co., 1 mi. east of 
Maxwell. 

4/17-4/22 3+1 

Sherman Co., 3^ mi. west, 
3% mi. north of Loup City, 
Middle Loup River. 

4/20 2+1 

Hall Co., 1 mi. west, 2 mi. 
north of Doniphan, Platte 
River. 

4/20-4/21 2+1 

Hall Co. , 1 mi. west, 2 mi. 
north of Doniphan; Platte 
River. 

4/21 2+1 

Boyd Co., 3 mi. south, 1 
mi. west, % mi. south of 
Monowi, Niobrara River. 

4/24 2 

Holt Co., 7^ mi. south of 
Chambers. 

5/7-5/17 2 

Phelps Co. , Funk WPA, 3 mi. 
north, 1% mi. east of Funk. 

5/8-5/13 2 

Buffalo Co., Platte River, 
2 mi. south, 2 mi. east of 
Elm Creek. 

5/5 3 

Keya Paha Co., 2 mi. east 
of Norden. 


Probable Sightings : 


4/1 11 

Scotts Bluff Co. , flying 
over Lake Minatare. 

4/6-4/10 5 

Valley Co., 3 mi. northwest 
of Arcadia on Middle Loup 
River. 

4/8-4/9 2 

Dawson Co. , 7 mi. north of 
Darr 1-80 exit near 
Bitterns Call WMA. 

4/11 3 

Cherry Co., 8 mi. south, 
3/4 mi. southwest of Wood 
Lake. 

5/15 2 

Custer Co., 1 mi. south of 
Weissert. 


5/15 
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SNOWY PLOVERS IN THE RAINWATER BASIN 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50014 


While conducting shorebird surveys in the Rainwater Basin of 
uthcentral Nebraska in spring, 1995, I observed two Snowy Plovers 
S (Charadrius alexandrinus) . Both sightings were on 6 May, one at the 
Kissinger Basin Wildlife Management Area in Clay County, and the 
other at Ayr Lake in Adams County. 

When I arrived at Kissinger Basin WMA, the weather was poor 
with steady rain and strong, northeast winds. At 8:15 a.m. I 
noticed a pale plover feeding on the far side of the wetland. I 
noted the black bill and legs, dark auricular patch, and slender 
appearance, and I identified the bird as a Snowy Plover. It was 
smaller and slimmer than a nearby Semipalmated Plover. The mantle 
and upperwings were very pale-brown and contrasted with the white 
underparts. The bill was short, slim, and black. The forehead was 
white with a diffuse black patch above it. There was also a diffuse 
black auricular patch and a black bar across each shoulder. The 
bird was actively foraging alone in the mud along the wetland edge. 
It would crouch low to the ground, make a run of 25 feet or more, 
and then snap at a prey item. This active foraging behavior is 
typical of Snowy Plovers. Since the black markings on the head were 
not sharply defined, I concluded that the bird was probably a 
female. It was still present at 8:40 a.m. when I left. 

Later that morning, I stopped at Ayr Lake south of Hastings to 
survey shorebirds. At 10:30 a.m. I spotted a very pale plover, 
whiph I recognized as a Snowy Plover. It resembled the Snowy Plover 
I had seen earlier that morning. However, the black markings on 
this bird were better defined. Indicating that it was probably a 
male. When I left at 10:45 a.m., the bird was still present. 

Although this sighting was less than 15 miles from Kissinger Basin, 

I believe that two birds were present. 

Snowy Plovers are rare vagrants in Nebraska, with 22 previous 
records, mostly in May. Monthly records are March (1), April (3), 
May (10), June (2), July (1), August (3), and September (2). Only 

II of the 22 records are documented with a description, specimen, 
or photograph. Records are concentrated in southeast Nebraska, 
particularly in the Rainwater Basin. Recent summer records from 
Lake McConaughy suggest possible breeding there. 


Acknowledgment 

I thank Ross Silcock for providing information on other 
Nebraska records of this species. 


WANTED: INFORMATION ON CLIFF SWALLOW MORTALITY 
Charles R. Brown, Associate Professor, Dept. Biological Sciences, 
University of Tulsa, 600 S. College Ave., Tulsa, OK 74104-3189 

Cold and rainy weather during late May 1996 caused widespread 
mortality among Cliff Swallows {Hirundo pyrrhonota) in southwestern 
Nebraska. Thousands of birds died, and some local populations were 
reduced by at least half. I am trying to determine the geographic 
scope of the mortality event. I am also interested in determining 
how often kills like this occur. If you are aware of mortality 
among any hirundinids during spring 1996 in the central U.S. or 
have recollections or records of other major Cliff Swallow die-offs 
in any past years, please send details to me at the above address. 
Phone: (918)631-3943, email: BROWNCR@centum.utulsa.edu. 
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A REVIEW OF THE STATUS OF Limnodromus griseus , THE SHORT-BILLED 
DOWITCHER, IN NEBRASKA 

Joel Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St., Blair NE 68008 
INTRODUCTION 

The two North American dowitchers are notoriously difficult to 
distinguish from each other. This is not only true of field 
observations, but there are several instances where a specimen 
identified as one species was found to be the other upon review. 
Limnodromus scolopaceus , the Long-billed Dowitcher, has always been 
considered the common dowitcher in Nebraska, while Limnodromus 
griseus , the Short-billed Dowitcher, is less common. Confusion 
about identification and the lack of consistent, we11-documented 
records have caused the status of L. griseus in Nebraska to be a 
matter of speculation. 

Taxonomy of dowitchers was for some time confused. Studies of 
speciation by Rowan (1932) and Pitelka (1950) clarified the status 
of I#, scolopaceus and L. griseus as distinct species. Three 
subspecies of L. griseus are recognized. L.g. griseus breeds in 
eastern Canada, and migrates and winters along the Atlantic Coast. 
L.g. caurinus breeds in Alaska, and migrates and winters along the 
Pacific Coast. L.g. hendersoni breeds in central Canada and 
migrates through the interior, east of the Rockies to the Atlantic 
Coast. This is the subspecies expected in Nebraska; it was known as 
the “Alberta Dowitcher" by early ornithologists. 

REVIEW OF NEBRASKA RECORDS OF L. griseus 

The first and only previous critical analysis of Nebraska 
dowitchers was by Myron Swenk (1940), who concluded that L. 
scolopaceus was common throughout the state, and presented six 
specimens presumed to be L. griseus ; these are listed in Table 1. 


Table 1. Specimens of L. griseus (Swenk 1940). 


Date 

County 

Number 

Age & Sex 

Collector 

30 April 1933 

Lancaster 

two 

adult males 

G.E. 

Hudson 

4 Hay 1896 

Lancaster 

one 

adult male 

unknown 

16 May 1910 

Lancaster 

one 

adult male 

G.M. 

Pinneo 

10 August 

1918 

Adams 

two 

adult male & 

female 

A.M. 

Brookings 

28 August 
1896 

Lancaster 

one 

adult male 

August 

Eiche 

7 September 
1932 

Lancaster 

one 

adult male 

G.E. 

Hudson 


Based on these six specimens, Swenk rather generously classified L. 
griseus as a “common migrant in eastern Nebraska." 

I attempted to locate and review the specimens listed in Table 
1. The female and male taken in Adams County on 10 August 1918 were 
misidentified. The length of the male’s culmen is 62.5 millimeters 
(mm) , and the female’s is 67 mm. The male’s culmen is longer than 
the longest length of L.g. hendersoni males and the female’s culmen 
length is at the extreme of L.g. hendersoni, according to data in 
Pitelka (1950). It appears that the specimens, not examined first¬ 
hand by Swenk, were identified on the basis of plumage, but adults 
of L. scolopaceous can appear identical to L.g. hendersoni in 
August, due to wear and fading of plumage (Newlon and Kent 1980; 
pers. obs.). One of the pair, housed at the Hastings Museum, was 
eventually correctly labeled as “Long-billed Dowitcher /Limnodromus 
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scolopaceus ." The other was given to the Fort Niobrara National 
Wildlife Refuge (Mary Lou Jurgena, Accessions Registrar, pers. 
comm.). 

The specimen collected on 7 September 1932 was identified as 
an adult “Eastern Dowitcher," L.g. griseus, solely because it was 
“ identical in every way with the specimens in corresponding plumage 
from the South Carolina Coast' 1 (Swenk 1940) . As such, it would be 
the sole Nebraska record of L.g. griseus. However, both L.g. 
griseus and L.g. hendersoni migrate to and winter along the 
southern Atlantic Coast (Jehl 1963). Furthermore, the specimen is 
clearly a juvenile, and while these are difficult to assign to 
subspecies, there is no reason to suspect that this bird is not 
L.g. hendersoni, the only subspecies likely in Nebraska. The 
golden fringing of the upperparts is very broad, typical of 
juvenile L.g. hendersoni (Paulson 1993). 

The two adult males taken on 30 April 1933 in Lancaster County 
could not be located. Without specimens, the records are considered 
hypothetical. No measurements or other diagnostic information were 
provided by Swenk. The two males were simply described as 
“distinctly Alberta Dowitchers." A specimen in the University of 
Nebraska State Museum labelled 4-5-1896 is presumed to be the 4 May 
1896 specimen. The culmen and wing measurements, and plumage 
characters are in support of this presumption. The remaining two 
specimens, 28 August 1896 and 16 May 1910, were reviewed and the 
author concurs with their identification. 

From 1940 up to 1985 there were no additional specimens 
collected or any documented published accounts. Beginning in 1985 
(NBR 55:79-85) and through 1993, the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
Records Committee reviewed three reports, all accepted. These are 
listed in Table 2. 


Date 

County 

Class Voted 

13 May 1988 

Boone 

Class III 

16 May 1991 

Holt 

Class I-P 

21 July 1987 

Boone 

Class III 


The 13 May 1988 and 16 May 1991 records listed in Table 2 were 
reviewed and the author considers them correctly identified. The 21 
July 1987 record is not unimpeachable, however. A photograph and 
description were submitted, but the photograph alone was considered 
not diagnostic (NBR 58:90-97) , and the record was assigned to Class 
III, a record based on acceptable written documentation. 
Nevertheless, no diagnostic feature such as call or the markings on 
the side of the breast at the bend of the wing, is described. 
While the date of occurrence, 21 July, is suggestive of the earlier 
migrating L. griseus, individuals of L. scolopaceus can occur at 
this time on the central Great Plains. An excellent illustration of 
this situation is a specimen taken in Colorado on 16 July 1938 and 
identified as L . griseus; on later examination the specimen was 
found to be L. scolopaceus (Andrews and Righter 1992) . Although the 
21 July 1987 Nebraska report may be L. griseus, the lack of 
conclusive written details leads me to consider the record 
hypothetical. 

There are several additional credible records that have been 
either published, personally communicated to me, or are my personal 
observations. Records shown in Table 3 were conclusively 
identified by the hearing of diagnostic call notes or, if the birds 
were juveniles, the viewing of the diagnostic tertial pattern. Many 
of the latest records are mine, and I made a conscious effort to 
find the species. While there are certainly more records involving 
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L. griseus, all published reports not involving diagnostic 
information have been dismissed. 


Table 3. Additional records of L. griseus 


Date 

County 

Number and 
Age 

Observer(s) 

Source 

20 April 
1996 

Knox 

2 Adults 

Mark Brogie 

Pers. 

comm. 

11 May 1996 

Keith 

4 Adults 

Joel & Gerald 
Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

14 May 1985 

Sarpy 

10 Adults 

R. Wright & S. 

Zendeh 

NBR 

53:41-42 

15 May 1996 

Douglas 

1 Adult 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

18 May 1996 

Clay 

4 Adults 

W. Ross Silcock 

Pers. 

comm. 

5 Aug. 1995 

Phelps 

40-45 

Adults 

W.R. Silcock Sc 
S.J. Dinsmore 

NBR 

62:134 

7 Aug. 1994 

Keith 

47 Adults 

W.R. Silcock & 

S.J. Dinsmore 

NBR 

,63:103 

16 Aug. 
1988 

Clay or 
Hamilton 

1 (age ?) 

Paul Bedell 

NBR 

56:16, 

18-19 

19-26 Aug. 
1995 

Fillmore 

6 Juveniles 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

20 Aug. 
1995 

Clay 

2 Juveniles 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

24 Aug. 
1996 

Platte 

3 Juveniles 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

25 Aug.-10 
Sept. 1996 

Colfax 

1-2 

Juveniles 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

26 Aug. 
1995 

York 

1 Juvenile 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

2 Sept. 
1996 

Hamilton 

1 Juvenile 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 

8 Sept. 
1996 

Cass 

3 Juveniles 

Loren & Babs 
Padelford 

Pers. 

comm. 

10 Sept. 
1995 

York 

1 Juvenile 

Joel Jorgensen 

Pers. 

obs. 


SUMMARY OF NEBRASKA RECORDS 


Spring: Nine documented records. L. griseus appears to be 
found primarily during mid-May in Nebraska. Excluding the 20 April 
record, records are 4, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 16, 18 May. Out of the 
nine spring records, seven are from the eastern third of the state. 

Fall: Thirteen documented records. There are only three records 
of adults, two of which were large flocks during the first week of 
August. The other, a specimen, was collected on 28 August. Nine 
records, totalling 21 individuals, are of juveniles during the 
period of 19 August - 10 September. The 16 August 1988 record is 
probably a juvenile as well. 


DISCUSSION 

The primary migration pathway of L . griseus has generally been 
considered to pass through the Mississippi River Valley and across 
the Great Lakes Region (Newlon and Kent 1980) , a route that is 
essentially north and east of Nebraska. In Iowa, the species is 
considered common (Dinsmore et al. 1984), and in Missouri it is 
listed as an uncommon to locally common migrant (Robbins and 
Easterla 1992). It is a “probable fairly common migrant with most 
records E [east]" in South Dakota (SDOU 1991), although apparently 
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undocumented sight records were used in this determination. 

Away from the main migration pathway, L. griseus is much less 
common. Thompson and Ely (1989) consider it only a rare migrant in 
Kansas, with most records in the central area. Up to 1960, there 
were only two specimen records from Oklahoma (Sutton 1960). In 
Colorado, it is considered accidental in spring and very rare in 
fall (Andrews and Righter 1992) . In Wyoming, it is considered rare 
(Scott 1993). 

In spring, L. griseus migrates later than L. scolopaceus . Based 
on compiled data from the Cooperative Field Reports in the Nebraska 
Bird Review, L. scolopaceus arrives about a month earlier than L. 
griseus, in late March or very early April, and peak migration 
occurs about the first of May. April records anywhere in the upper 
midwest are unusual. In Missouri, where L. griseus migrates 
regularly, it appears at the beginning of May, with the earliest 
date 27 April, and numbers peak in mid-May (Robbins and Easterla 
1992) . The earliest record for Iowa is 26 April 1985 (Thomas H. 
Kent fide W. Ross Silcock, pers. comm.). 

Young (1995) has reviewed Kansas specimens and found that these 
were taken during the period of 13-31 May. The two Oklahoma 
specimens are for 7 and 18 May (Suttton 1960) . As mentioned above, 
eight of the nine spring records for Nebraska are during the period 
4-18 May, five of which fall during the four-day period 13-16 May. 
The dates from Kansas, Oklahoma, and Nebraska, where L. griseus 
appears to be rare, are essentially during the peak migration 
period. 

Fall migration has been well studied. Jehl (1963) found that L . 
griseus has a highly structured, trimodal fall migration. Around 10 
July, large numbers arrive almost simultaneously on the Atlantic 
Coast. This first peak is composed primarily of post-breeding 
females. The next influx occurs in late July or early August, and 
consists of adult males. The final peak of juveniles occurs in mid- 
August. L, scolopaceus adults arrive somewhat later in August and 
juveniles usually do not appear until the end of September or 
October. 

What is notable about the Nebraska fall records is the absence 
of any in July. There are two records during the first week of 
August, both of which were large flocks of adults. Data in Jehl 
(1963) suggest that these flocks may consist of males, which is 
interesting and possibly noteworthy, since all Nebraska specimens 
and most Kansas specimens, including those taken in both spring and 
fall, are males (Gene Young, pers. comm.). Jehl (1963) suggests 
that females may make a non-stop flight to the Atlantic Coast, 
thereby avoiding the interior and Nebraska. Most fall records are 
juveniles; in fact, there are just as many fall records of 
juveniles as there are spring records, and three times as many 
records of juveniles as of adults in fall. All juvenile records 
neatly fall in the period of 19 August-10 September. Most groups 
ofjuveniles have been found only during 19-26 August, possibly 
indicating the peak movement. 

The 28 August 1896 Lancaster record is unusual because it is 
very late for an adult. Not only is the occurrence late but the 
bird is in alternate plumage and shows no signs of molting to basic 
plumage. Most adults of L. griseus have molted and are in basic 
plumage by 15 August (Jehl 1963) . The specimen is very old, and the 
possibility exists that the bird was collected earlier in the 
month, but the date on the label is inaccurate. 

CONCLUSIONS 

With the data accumulated and the observations made up to this 
point, I would consider L. griseus a rare (1-6 individuals per 
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season for the region) spring and fall migrant in the eastern half 
of Nebraska, becoming less common in the west. Juveniles during the 
latter half of August are most common. Additional reliable records 
of L. griseus are needed before its true status in Nebraska is 
known. Migration of L, griseus through the Great Plains is 
interesting, baffling, and not well-defined, primarily due to 
confusion with the common dowitcher species, L. scolopaceus . 
Observers who find and identify L. griseus in the field should send 
adequate documentation to the NOU Records Committe. At least, 
observers should submit diagnostic details, such as the hearing of 
call notes, to the compiler of the Seasonal Field Reports. 
Documentation is always needed and should always be provided for 
large flocks and birds found at unexpected times (adults in April 
and after early August, and any individual after mid-September). 
Hopefully, after the accumulation of many credible records, 
questions about occurrence can be answered with some degree of 
confidence. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I would sincerely like to thank Thomas E. Labedz, Collections 
Manager of Vertebrate Zoology at the University of Nebraska State 
Museum, for allowing me to examine UNSM specimens. I would also 
like to thank Charles Crawford, Dr. Roger Sharpe, Gerald Jorgensen, 
and especially W. Ross Silcock, for reading and making comments on 
earlier drafts of this paper. 

LITERATURE CITED 

Dinsmore, J.J., T.H. Kent, D. Koenig, P.C. Peterson, and D.M. 
Roosa. 1984. Iowa Birds. Iowa State University Press, Ames, 
Iowa. 

Jehl, J.R. Jr. 1963. An investigation of fall migrating dowitchers 
in New Jersey. Wilson Bulletin 75:25—261. 

Newlon, M.C. and T.H. Kent. 1980. Speciation of dowitchers in Iowa. 
Iowa Birdlife 50:59-68. 

Paulson, D. 1993. Shorebirds of the Pacific Northwest. University 
of Washington Press, Seattle. 

Pitelka, F.A. 1950. Geographic Variation and the Species Problem in 
the Shore-bird Genus Limnodromus . University of California 
Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles. 

Robbins, M.B. and D.A. Easterla. 1992. Birds of Missouri. 

University of Missouri Press, Columbia. 

Rowan, W. 1932. The status of the dowitcher with a description of 
a new subspecies from Alberta and Manitoba. The Auk 49: 14-39. 
Scott, O.K. 1993. A Birder’s Guide to Wyoming. American Birding 
Association, Colorado Springs, CO. 

Skagen, S.K. and F.L. Knopf. 1994. Migrating shorebirds and habitat 
dynamics at a prairie wetland complex. Wilson Bulletin 106:91- 
105. 

South Dakota Ornithologist’s Union. 1991. The Birds of South 
Dakota. The South Dakota Ornithologist’s Union, Aberdeen, SD. 
Sutton, G.M. 1960. Oklahoma Birds. University of Oklahoma Press, 
Norman, OK. 

Swenk, M.H. 1940. Distribution and migration of the dowitcher in 
Nebraska. The Nebraska Bird Review 8:63-74. 

Thompson, M.C. and C. Ely. 1989. Birds in Kansas. 2 vols. Museum of 
Natural History, Lawrence, KS. 

Young, G. 1995. Preliminary analysis of the Short-billed Dowitcher 
in Kansas. (Abstract). The Horned Lark 22, No. 4, p. 7. 




No... 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


79 


A LATE BAIRD'S SANDPIPER IN KEITH COUNTY 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50014 

On 23 December 1994, Gordon Brown and I were walking the North 
Platte River below Keystone Dam as part of the Lake McConaughy 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) . At approximately 8:30 a.m. MST, about 
0.5 mi below the dam, we observed a group of 8 Killdeer and a 
smaller shorebird, which we immediately recognized as a "peep.” We 
studied the bird for about 30 minutes at distances as close as 40 
feet, then returned in the afternoon to photograph it. The size and 
black legs immediately eliminated Least Sandpiper, and the dark 
rump eliminated White-rumped Sandpiper. The remaining possibilities 
were Semipalmated, Western, and Baird's Sandpipers, or the remote 
possibility of something like a stint. The bill was straight, thin, 
and pointed, very unlike the bill of a Semipalmated. Additionally, 
the bird had a very elongate body shape like a Baird's and unlike 
either Semipalmated or Western. This and other features led us to 
conclude that it was a Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii) . 

The following is a detailed description of the bird. Its size 
was about half that of a Killdeer, though it was proportionally 
slimmer and 1onger-winged. The slender shape was accentuated by the 
short legs, and by wingtips that extended beyond the tail tip. The 
bill was black, straight, and thin, pointed at the tip. The throat 
was white, neatly separated from the buff-colored breast. The 
crown, face, and upper breast were buff-colored. There were no 
obvious darker streaks on the breast. The lower belly and undertail 
were white. A clear line separated the buff upper breast from the 
white underparts, like that of a Pectoral Sandpiper. The 
supercilium was faintly white and most visible when looking at the 
bird head-on. The mantle was uniformly gray-brown, lacking pale 
feather edgings. The scapulars were paler and appeared worn. The 
upperwing on the perched bird was uniformly dark brown, except that 
the outer two primaries (and possibly the third) were worn, and 
appeared pale brown and tattered near the tips. We were unable to 
ascertain the amount of wear on the inner primaries. The legs were 
short and jet black. The bird vocalized several times when flushed, 
uttering a high-pitched "kreep," short and abrupt. The call seemed 
shorter and higher-pitched than that of a Pectoral Sandpiper, and 
was immediately recognizable as the call note of a Baird's 
Sandpiper. 

The age of this bird was difficult to determine. It was clearly 
not in fresh juvenal plumage since it lacked buff feather edgings 
on the upperparts which should have given the bird a scaly 
appearance. However, this scaly appearance usually disappears by 
October due to feather wear. Paulson (1993) indicates that Baird's 
usually do not molt into first-winter plumage until they reach the 
South American wintering grounds in October. Most adults have left 
the U.S. by mid-August (Richards 1988) and acquire basic plumage by 
mid-October on the wintering grounds (Paulson 1993). In rare cases, 
adults in basic plumage have occurred in the U.S. as early as July 
(Paulson 1993). The extremely late date for our observation would 
therefore suggest that the bird was a juvenile. The problem is that 
the molt pattern is poorly known, and there is much individual 
variation (Prater et al. 1977). Unfortunately, the above 
description may not be sufficient to age this bird. Points that 
favor an adult in basic plumage are the dark (not buff or scaly- 
appearing) upperparts, obvious white supercilium, and lack of 
obvious dark breast streaks. The clear white throat is more 
indicative of a juvenile bird (Hayman et al. 1986). While I cannot 
say for certain, I believe this bird was an adult that had nearly 
completed the molt to basic plumage. 
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Later that day, from 1:45-2:15 p.m., we observed and 

photographed the bird in the same general area, and it was also 
seen by Ross Silcock and Larry Malone. This represents the latest 
occurrence of a Baird*s Sandpiper in Nebraska. The previous late 
date for Nebraska is 21 November 1982 in Douglas and Sarpy Counties 
(W.R. Silcock, pers. comm.). It is interesting to note that this 
was the only Baird's Sandpiper recorded on a Christmas Bird Count 
in North America during the 1994-95 CBC period (Ortega 1995). 
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ANOTHER COMMON CRANE IN NEBRASKA WITH A SUMMARY 
OF NORTH AMERICAN RECORDS 

Gary R. Lingle, Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance Trust 
2550 N. Diers Ave., Suite H, Grand Island, NE 68803 

On 30 March 1996 around 1000 h CST, Bob Janssen and Jim Williams 
of Minnetonka, Minnesota discovered a Common Crane (Grus grus) 
feeding in corn stubble with a flock of Sandhill Cranes (Grus 
canadensis) in Section 34 T9R10 Hall County, Nebraska. The Common 
Crane associated with the Sandhill Cranes, which were at peak 
numbers in the Platte River valley. Later that day, several 
observers, including myself, witnessed the bird in Section 32, 
about 500 yards away, where it mingled with a few hundred Sandhill 
Cranes. The difficulty in seeing this bird was illustrated by the 
fact that during a 2-hour period, it was visible for less that 10 
minutes despite the fact that about 15 observers maintained 
constant vigilance on the spot where the crane loafed, but was 
obscured by the Sandhill Cranes. It was seen only when it raised 
its head above the Sandhill Cranes. 

The following morning (31 March 1996), Thomas Labedz and I 
located the Common Crane in Section 27 at 0845 h CST. It was 
feeding in corn stubble with a few hundred Sandhill Cranes. I was 
able to photograph the bird from a vehicle at a distance of about 
300 yards using a 400 mm lens (Figure 1). The light was excellent 
and we were able to see its red iris and red patch on the back of 
its head through a spotting scope. We decided that it was an adult 
based on plumage characteristics. After about 20 minutes, the bird 
flew south about 1 mile and landed in corn stubble in Section 34 
with about 1000 Sandhill Cranes. Other people observed the bird 
that day as well. Scattered sightings of the Common Crane were 
reported through 8 April 1996, but they were not confirmed by 
photographs or other documentation. Its nocturnal roost site was 
never located which was not surprising, since there were about 
60,000 Sandhill Cranes roosting in the Platte River about 5 miles 
north of this location, and it would have been extremely difficult 
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to pick out the lone Common Crane in among the masses of Sandhill 
Cranes. 



Figure 1. A Common Crane (on left with white head patch) in corn 
stubble in Section 27 T9R10 Hall County on 31 March 1996. 

This sighting is the fourth record for Nebraska and the tenth 
for North America (Table 1). The ranges of Sandhill Cranes and 


Table 1. Summary of Common Crane records for North America. 


| Date 

Location 

Authority 

Photo 

Comments 

1 11-20 Dec. 1957 

Cavendish, 

Alberta 


Yes 

1 bird; age unknown 

20 Mar. 1958 

Lethbridge, 

Alberta 

Wishart and 
Sharp (1959) 

Yes 

1 bird? age unknown 

24 Apr.-10 May 
1958 

Fairbanks, 

Alaska 

Kessel and 

Kelly (1958) 

Yes 

1 sub-adult 

19 Sept. 1958 

Athabasca, 

Alberta 


Yes 

1 bird: age unknown 

Mar. 1963 

Bitter Lakes 
NWR, New 
Mexico 

Hubbard (1978) 

No 

1 bird: age 
unknown, considered 
probable 

10 Jan.-3 Feb. 
1979 

Brownfield, 

Texas 

Tacha et al. 
(1981) 

No 

Age unknown; not 
accepted by Texas 
Ornithol. Society 
Records Committee 

26-31 Mar.1972 

Lincoln Co., 
Nebraska 

Tremaine 

(1972) 

Yes 

1 adult? 

31 Mar.-l Apr. 
1972 

Phelps Co., 
Nebraska 

l&jiiftgB] 

Yes 

1 adult? j 

16-25 Mar. 1974 

Buffalo Co., 
Nebraska 

Cochran (1974) 

Yes 

1 bird; age unknown 

30-31 Mar. 1996 

Hall Co., 
Nebraska 

This report 

Yes 

1 adult 


Common Cranes overlap in eastern Siberia. It is likely that the 
Common Crane we observed originated in eastern Asia and mixed with 
Sandhill Cranes, following them south to winter in North America. 
Previous sightings from Alberta and Alaska occurred during 
successive migration periods (fall 1957, spring 1958, fall 1958) 
and may have been the same individual. Birders in Nebraska should 
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look very closely at cranes next spring due to the remote 

possibility of finding another rather uncommon Common Crane. 
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION ANNUAL MEETING 18 MAY 1996 
Highlights of Minutes Recorded by Robin Harding, Secretary 

Betty Grenon, Treasurer, reported that the cash balance was 
$2655.54 and the investments balance was $17,097.75. 

The following slate of officers for 1996-97 was prepared by the 
Nominating Committee and approved by the members present: 

President: Neal Ratzlaff, Omaha 
Vice President: Betty Allen, Omaha 
Secretary: Robin Harding, Gibbon 
Treasurer: Betty Grenon, Bellevue 
Editor, NBR: Rosalind Morris, Lincoln 
Librarian: Mary Lou Pritchard, Lincoln 

Director: Mark Brogie (3 year term). [The other two Directors, 
whose terms continue, are Thomas Labedz, Lincoln, and Alice 
Kenitz, Gering]. 

The 1997 Annual Meeting will be held jointly with the South 
Dakota and Iowa Ornithologists' Unions in South Sioux City, NE 16- 
18 May. 

Neal Ratzlaff, President, reported on several items. Funds are 
being sought to publish the Breeding Bird Atlas for Nebraska. The 
new NOU Field Cards of Nebraska Birds are ready for distribution. 
The Wildlife Diversity Funding Initiative is on hold because some 
companies are afraid of increasing their prices. NOU nenbers were 
encouraged to urge Cabela's to support the Initiative. [See NBR 63 
(3) 1995, p. 91 for details.] 

A request was received from Fermata, Inc., which has a contract 
with the EPA and the University of Nebraska, to conduct a survey of 
nonconsumptive wildlife recreation along the Platte River from 
North Platte to Columbus. The study would gather data on how many 
people just interested in wildlife viewing come to the area, how 
long they stay, and how much they contribute to the local economy. 
The NOU Executive Committee recommended that the NOU mailing list 
be released to Fermata on condition that they affirm in writing 
that they will use the list only for this survey, that they will 
not give or sell it to any other organization, and that they will 
destroy the list after using it. The members present agreed to this 
approach but could let Neal Ratzlaff know by June 20 if any did not 
wish to have their names released to Fermata. 
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A 7-minute video by Bob Willet about the proposed willetta 
Lueshen Ornithological Education Center in Norfolk, NE was shown to 
the group. Contributions are needed for a computer system designed 
to link with other sources of ornithological information, a 
security system, current research materials, bird feeders and 
water features, and native grasses and other plantings on the 
grounds of the center. John Lueshen will provide matching funds up 
to $15,000. Gifts may be sent to Elkhorn Valley Historical Society, 
Box 1114, Norfolk, NE 68701. 


NOU AND NAMC SPRING BIRD COUNTS MAY 1996 

Bird species seen in a Nebraska five-county area during the 
Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 17-19 May, are 
presented in Table 1 on pages 84-90. The total count was 161 
species. 

The table also includes data for the North American Migration 
Count on 11 May in two Nebraska counties, Boone (compiler: Wayne 
Mollhoff, Ashland), and Sarpy (compiler: Betty Grenon, Bellevue). 
Observations in Boone Co. were made between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
with two observers for 6 hours and one observer for 3 hours. They 
covered 3 miles on foot for 6 hours and 40 miles by car for 3 
hours. The temperature ranged from 38-55°F and the wind from 5-20 
mph. There was 100% cloud cover with some sprinkles in the 
afternoon. Observations in Sarpy Co. were made between 6:00 a.m. 
and 8:00 p.m. with 31 observers in 14 parties. They covered 36 
miles on foot in 173 hours and 152 miles by car in 18.5 hours. Two 
observers covered 0.5 miles and 1 hour owling, and two observers 
spent 1 hour at one feeding station. The temperature ranged from 
40-60°F, and the cloud cover from 10-75%. Supporting details for 
Water Pipit and Townsend's Warbler, both seen in Sarpy County, are 
given as follows. 

Water Pipit. At 7:00 a.m. on 11 May 1996, Gertrude Wood and I 
observed 6-7 birds at a distance of 20 feet for 5-10 minutes as 
they walked along the corn rows on Cedar Island in Sarpy Co., NE. 
The sun was at our backs, and we had perfect viewing conditions. 
They were smaller than a robin and had brownish-gray on the back 
and crown, a light-tannish throat, and a very buffy breast with 
faint streaking. They had a tannish line through the eye and lore, 
and almost blackish mandibles. The belly and undertail coverts were 
buffy, and the retrices were almost blackish. They did not make any 
sound. 

-Ruth C. Green, 506 West 31 Ave. , Bellevue, NE 68005 

Townsend's Warbler. At 10:00 a.m. on 11 May 1996, Sue Gentes and 
Sandy Karanda observed a male in a bur oak from a distance of 15 
feet in Schramm Park, Sarpy County, NE. The bird was warbler size, 
and had a black forehead and crown, black auricular, and black 
neck. The throat and upper part of chest were black, with yellow 
lower on chest and black streaking along the sides, then white 
farther back. The nape was black, and the mantle was greenish with 
black streaks. The wings were black with two wing bars. The bird 
looked like a Black-throated Green Warbler, but differed from it in 
the black ear patch, yellow below the black throat, and black 
streaking on the greenish mantle. 

-Sent by Betty Grenon, 1409 Childs Rd. East, Bellevue, NE 68005 
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Table l. Bird species observed during NOU Annual Meeting 17-19 May- 
1996 in five Nebraska counties, and North American Migration Counts 
(NAMC) 11 May 1996 in two Nebraska counties. X = species present. 


Species 


Counties 

in NOU 

:ount 

NAMC counts 

Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

Pied-billed Grebe 


X 



X 

10 

11 

Eared Grebe 


X 



X 



Western Grebe 




X 




Amer. White Pelican 


X 



X 


220 

Double-cr. Cormorant 


X 


X 

X 

12 

289 

American Bittern 


X 






Great Blue Heron 

X 

X 

X 



1 

13 

Great Egret 

X 




X 


4 

Snowy Egret 





X 



Little Blue Heron 





X 



Cattle Egret 


X 

X 

X 

X 

9 

20 

Green Heron 





X 


1 

Black-cr. Night 

Heron 





X 

1 


Yellow-cr. Night 

Heron 


X 






White-faced Ibis 

X 

X 


X 

X 



Greater White- 
fronted Goose 


X 


X 




Snow Goose 


X 


X 

X 



Canada Goose 

X 

X 


X 



41 

Wood Duck 

X 

X 

X 

X 


5 

82 

Green-winged Teal 


X 



X 


4 

Mallard 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

15 

26 

Northern Pintail 


X 



X 



Blue-winged Teal 


X 


X 

X 

40 

115 

Northern Shoveler 


X 

X 

X 

X 

10 

12 

Gadwall 


X 





30 

American Wigeon 


X 

X 


X 

2 

2 

Redhead 


X 


X 

X 



Ring-necked Duck 






3 


Lesser Scaup 


X 



X 


20 

Hooded Merganser 





X 



Ruddy Duck 

X 

X 



X 

2 

17 

Turkey Vulture 

X 





1 

32 
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Species 


Counties 

in NOU 

;ount 


NAMC counts 

Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

Osprey 






1 

1 

Northern Harrier 





X 



Sharp-shinned Hawk 



X 





Red-shouldered Hawk 







3 

Broad-winged Hawk 







5 

Swainson's Hawk 


X 



X 

2 

3 

Red-tailed Hawk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

3 

16 

American Kestrel 


X 

X 



4 

5 

Peregrine Falcon 


X 



X 


2 

Ring-necked Pheasant 






15 

20 

Wild Turkey 

X 


X 




19 

Northern Bobwhite 

X 

X 




1 

6 

Virginia Rail 


X 






Sora 


X 



X 

2 


American Coot 

X 

X 


X 

X 

60 

317 

Sandhill Crane 

X 


X 





Black-bellied Plover 


X 


X 

X 



Amer. Golden-Plover 


X 






Semipalmated Plover 


X 



X 



Piping Plover 




X 




Killdeer 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

39 

American Avocet 


X 






Greater Yellowlegs 


X 



X 


5 

Lesser Yellowlegs 


X 



X 

3 

55 

Solitary Sandpiper 





X 

3 

7 

Willet 





X 



Spotted Sandpiper 

X 

X 



X 

4 

19 

Upland Sandpiper 

X 


X 


X 

4 

2 

Whimbrel 


X 






Hudsonian Godwit 







11 

Ruddy Turnstone 





X 



Sanderling 


X 



X 



Semipalmat. 

Sandpiper 


X 


X 

X 


13 

Least Sandpiper 


X 



X 

8 

7 

White-rump. Sandpip. 


X 



X 


9 

Baird's Sandpiper 


X 




2 

2 

Pectoral Sandpiper 


X 



X 


99 
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Species 


Counties 

in NOU 

count 


1 

:ounts 


Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

Dunlin 


X 





1 

Stilt Sandpiper 


X 






Buff-breast. 

Sandpip. 


X 



X 



Short-bil1.Dowitcher 





X 



Long-bill. Dowitcher 


X 



X 



Common Snipe 






1 


Wilson's Phalarope 


X 



X 



Franklin's Gull 


X 

X 


X 

450 

106 

Bonaparte's gull 





X 


7 

Ring-billed Gull 


X 





266 

Forster's Tern 




X 

X 

1 

3 

Least Tern 




X 



5 

Black Tern 


X 



X 

30 

128 

Rock Dove 

X 


X 

X 


16 

24 

Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 

X 


40 

271 

Eastern Screech-Owl 



X 



1 


Great Horned Owl 

X 

X 

X 




3 

Burrowing Owl 


X 






Barred Owl 







2 

Common Nighthawk 



X 




1 

Whip-poor-will 







1 

Chimney Swift 

X 

X 

X 


X 

4 

118 

Ruby-thr.Hummingbird 







1 

Belted Kingfisher 

X 


X 



2 

7 

Red-head. Woodpecker 

X 

X 

X 

X 


1 

142 

Red-be11. Woodpecker 

X 


X 



1 

65 

Downy Woodpecker 

X 


X 



2 

68 

Hairy Woodpecker 


X 





5 

Northern Flicker 

X 

X 

X 

X 



1 

Yellow-shaft.Flicker 






12 

71 

Olive-sid.Flycatcher 







1 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

X 






12 

Yell.-bel.Flycatcher 







1 

Willow Flycatcher 

X 

X 






Least Flycatcher 

X 

X 


X 



54 

Empidonax sp. 







120 

Eastern Phoebe 

X 

X 

X 




14 
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Species 


Counties 

in NOU 

:ount 


NAMC counts 


Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

Great Cr. Flycatcher 

X 






39 

Western Kingbird 

X 

X 


X 


1 

5 

Eastern Kingbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 



30 

Horned Lark 


X 


X 


2 

4 

Purple Martin 




X 


1 

40 

Tree Swallow 




X 



134 

Northern Rough¬ 
winged Swallow 

X 



X 

X 

25 

188 

Bank Swallow 


X 




1 

5 

Cliff Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

X 



11 

Barn Swallow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

20 

195 

Blue Jay 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

20 

374 

Black-billed Magpie 

X 


X 





American Crow 


X 

X 

X 

X 

41 

74 

Black-cap. Chickadee 

X 


X 



3 

174 

Tufted Titmouse 







54 

Red-breasted 

Nuthatch 







2 

White-br. Nuthatch 

X 



X 


2 

55 

Carolina Wren 







5 

House Wren 

X 

X 

X 


X 

3 

225 

Sedge Wren 




X 

X 



Marsh Wren 


X 



X 



Ruby-crowned Kinglet 






1 

10 

Blue-gr. Gnatcatcher 







12 

Eastern Bluebird 

X 


X 

X 


2 

17 

Veery 







1 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 







56 

Swainson's Thrush 

X 





14 

499 

Wood Thrush 







8 

American Robin 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

25 

485 

Thrush sp. 







4 

Gray Catbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 



50 

Northern Mockingbird 




X 

X 


4 

Brown Thrasher 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 

127 

American Pipit 







6 

Cedar Waxwing 

X 


X 




28 

Loggerhead Shrike 

X 





1 

3 
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Species 


Counties 

in NOU 

rount 


NAMC c 

:ounts 

Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

European Starling 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

36 

272 

Bell *s Vireo 

X 


X 





Solitary Vireo 







24 

Yellow-thr. Vireo 







7 

Warbling Vireo 

X 

X 

X 


X 

1 

40 

Red-eyed Vireo 

X 






2 

Golden-wing. Warbler 







2 

Tennessee Warbler 

X 



X 



9 

Orange-crown.Warbler 






3 

24 

Nashville Warbler 



X 




4 

Northern Parula 







11 

Yellow Warbler 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 

56 

Magnolia Warbler 







3 

Yellow-rump. Warbler 

X 

X 





756 

Myrtle Warbler 






18 


Townsend's Warbler 







1 

Black-throated Green 
Warbler 







4 

Blackburnian Warbler 







3 

Yellow-thr. Warbler 







2 

Palm Warbler 







26 

Blackpoll Warbler 

X 






14 

Black-fii-wh. Warbler 







110 

American Redstart 







20 

Prothonotary Warbler 







2 

Ovenbird 







59 

Northern Waterthrush 

X 

X 




6 

28 

Louisiana Waterthr. 







4 

Waterthrush sp. 







4 

Kentucky Warbler 







2 

Common Yellowthroat 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

119 

Wilson's Warbler 







7 

Yellow-breasted Chat 



X 





Scarlet Tanager 







3 

Northern Cardinal 

X 


X 



1 

130 

Rose-breast.Grosbeak 

X 





1 

64 

Black-head. Grosbeak 

X 


X 





Lazuli Bunting 


X 

X 



























































No. 3 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


89 


Species 


Counties 

in NOU count 


NAMC counts 


Buff¬ 

alo 

Phelps 

Kear¬ 

ney 

Hall 

Clay 

Boone 

Sarpy 

Indigo Bunting 



X 


X 

1 

5 

Dickcissel 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 

54 

Eastern Towhee 







16 

Spotted Towhee 

X 






1 

Amer. Tree Sparrow 







3 

Chipping Sparrow 

X 


X 



2 

508 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

X 

X 



X 

15 

100 

Field Sparrow 

X 


X 



2 

35 

Vesper Sparrow 






1 

1 

Lark Sparrow 

X 






19 

Lark Bunting 


X 






Savannah Sparrow 


X 



X 


10 

Grasshopper Sparrow 

X 


X 


X 

2 

21 

Leconte’s Sparrow 






1 


Song Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 


X 

5 

58 

Lincoln’s Sparrow 



X 


X 

3 

44 

White-throat.Sparrow 







199 

White-crown. Sparrow 

X 





12 

62 

Harris' Sparrow 






14 

235 

Bobolink 

X 

X 


X 

X 


45 

Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

150 

513 

Eastern Meadowlark 

X 



X 

X 

3 

16 

Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

25 

25 

Meadowlark sp. 







15 

Yellow-headed 

X 

X 



X 

4 

1 

Great-tailed Grackle 


X 


X 

X 

7 


Common Grackle 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

60 

832 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4 

215 

Orchard Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


7 

Baltimore Oriole 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1 

122 

House Finch 

X 



X 

X 

4 

54 

Pinb Siskin 

X 






6 

American Goldfinch 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

196 

House Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

16 

169 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, JUNE-JULY 1996 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, PO Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 (passerines) 

Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair, NE 68008 (sub¬ 
passerines) 

INTRODUCTION 

Starting with this report, Joel Jorgensen will write the 
reports for sub-passerines. Hopefully this will help with 
timeliness, especially in getting reports to the Regional Editor 
for Audubon Field Notes. It is a long process writing up especially 
the Spring and Fall reports, given the excellent number received. 

Highlights in this report are rare loons at Lake McConaughy, 
three reports of Clark’s Grebe, King Rail in Seward Co, Sandhill 
Cranes in Clay Co, Mountain Plovers in Kimball Co, easterly reports 
of Black-necked Stilt, first breeding record for Wilson’s Phalarope 
in the Rainwater Basin, Brown Creeper in Sarpy Co, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher in the panhandle and in Harlan Co, Townsend's Solitaire 
in the panhandle. Wood Thrush in Gage Co, Sage Thrasher in Kimball 
and Banner Cos, Curve-billed Thrasher in Scotts Bluff Co (pending 
NOU Records Committee approval), Tennessee Warbler in the 
panhandle. Western Tanager near Redington, Northern Cardinal 
breeding near Scottsbluff, Chestnut-collared Longspur in Holt Co, 
Eastern Meadowlark high count at Crescent Lake NWR, and Red 
Crossbill in Buffalo Co. 

Larry Malone made an interesting observation of a small fall¬ 
out of migrant passerines at Kilpatrick L, Box Butte Co., on 2 Jun. 
A northwesterly wind of 15-25 mph led to several observations 
listed below; notable was the fact that all warblers were females, 
except for the Tennessee, which was impossible to determine. 

An error by WRS was pointed out in the Winter Field Report. 
Lanny Randolph and Robin Harding did not report the 11 Eastern 
Meadowlarks in Kearney Co. on 16 Feb; they were reported in fact by 
Larry Malone. Hopefully observers will report such errors so that 
they do not become permanent. 

ABBREVIATIONS, GAZETTEER 

Initials in parentheses refer to obervers; a list follows this 
report. 

*-documented; CLNWR= Crescent Lake NWR; FF= Fontenelle Forest 
Nature Center; LM= L. McConaughy; NE= Nebraska; NM = National 
Monument; NPNWR= North Platte NWR; NWR= National Wildlife Refuge; 
Res= Reservoir; RWB= Rainwater Basin, SHP= State Historical Park; 
SL= sewage lagoons; SP= State Park; SRA= State Recreation Area; 
WMA= Wildlife Management Area; WPA= Waterfowl Production Area. 

Arbor Day Farm, Otoe; Arbor L WMA, Lancaster; Ayr L, Adams; 
Basswood Ridge WMA, Dakota; Branched Oak SRA, Lancaster; Bruning 
Pit, Fillmore; Burchard L WMA, Pawnee; Calamus Res SRA, Loup; 
Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff; CLNWR, Garden; Deep Well WMA, 
Hamilton; DeSoto Bend NWR, Washington; Facus Springs, Morrill; 
FFNC, Sarpy; Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney; Fort Robinson SP, 
Dawes/Sioux; Freeman Lakes WPA, Seward/York; Funk Lagoon WPA, 
Phelps; Glenvil Basin WPA, Clay; Harvard Marsh WPA, Clay; Indian 
Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson; James Ranch, Sioux; Kilpatrick L, Box 
Butte; Massie WPA, Clay; L. McConaughy, Keith; Medicine Creek Res 
SRA, Frontier; Miller’s Pond, Fillmore; Monroe Canyon, Sioux; Nine 
Mile Prairie, Lancaster; Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown/Keya 
Paha/Rock; Lake North, Platte; Oak Glen WMA, Seward; Oliver Res 
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SRA, Kimball; Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster; Pine Glen WMA, Brown; 
Rauscher Lagoon WPA, Fillmore; Rock Creek L SRA, Dundy; Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo; Rulo Bluffs Preserve, Richardson; Sacramento- 
Wilcox WMA, Phelps; Schramm Park SRA, Sarpy; Scotts Bluff NM, 
Scotts Bluff; Sowbelly Canyon, Sioux; State Line Island, Scotts 
Bluff; Theesen Lagoon WPA, Clay; Valentine NWR, Cherry; Wagon Train 
L SRA, Lancaster; Walgren L SRA, Sheridan; Wehrspann L, Sarpy; Wild 
Rose Ranch, Kearney; Yankee Hill WMA, Lancaster. 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon: The identity of two small loons at Lake Ogallala 
on 22 Jun was controversial and will have to be ultimately 
determined, if possible, by the Records Committee. A loon was 
identified as a Red-throated in the late morning (*LKM) . Two small 
loons were observed together in the early afternoon, one identified 
as a Pacific and one as a small Common (*WRS,*JGJ). Three Common 
Loons, one of which was markedly smaller and presumably the small 
Common Loon that was observed on 22 Jun, were observed on Keystone 
Lake on 3 Aug (JGJ,SJD,WRS). 

Pacific Loon: See Red-throated Loon. 

Common Loon: See Red-throated Loon. 

Pied-billed Grebe: Breeds and summers somewhat locally in the east; 
3 were at North Lake Basin WMA on 10 Jun (LP,BP), and the species 
was found throughout the period in Otoe Co (LF, CF) and at Funk WPA 
(LR,RH). In the southwest was one in Chase Co on 4 Jul (IP). 

Eared Grebe: Exceptional were counts of 436 on 13 Jun and 316 on 29 
Jul at CLNWR (MF) . Probably late migrants were 3 at Funk WPA on 3 
Jun (LR,RH). 

Western Grebe: Rather far east were singles at Funk WPA on 2 Jun 
(LR,RH) and in Antelope Co on 12-13 Jul (LP,BP,LR,RH). Otherwise, 
reports were restricted to the west with a high count of 77 at LM 
on 15 Jul (LP,BP). 

Clark’s Grebe: With good details provided, 2 birds observed at Lake 
Ogallala on 9 Jun (LP,BP), 2 off Omaha Beach, LM on 16 Jun (WRS), 
and a single at NPNWR 16 Jun-12 Jul (LKM, LK) , add to evidence that 
a few individuals can be routinely found with Westerns. 

American White Pelican: Good numbers were reported throughout with 
a high count of 76 in Otoe Co on 21 Jun (LF,CF). 

Double-crested Cormorant: At least 1 nest and 30 individuals were 
at Harlan Co. Res. on 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). A few can be found during 
summer at favored locales, but 60 were at CLNWR on 13 Jun (MF) and 
125 were there on 16 Jun (MF). Possible early migrants, 88 were in 
Rock Co on 20 Jul (LR,RH). 

American Bittern: All but 1 were at CLNWR, where 8 were found on 24 
Jul (MF). The other was 1 at Funk WPA on 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 

Least Bittern: With several reported from the Rainwater Basin, 
breeding is suspected. Observations were at North Lake Basin WMA on 
10-15 Jun (LP,BP, JGJ) , Funk WPA on 1-2 Jun (LR,RH) and 19 Jul 
(LP,BP), and Deep Well WMA on 21 Jul (JGJ). 

Great Blue Heron: Numbers begin building at favored locales during 
July. High count was 20 at Hansen WPA on 21 Jul (JGJ). 

Great Egret: A few were noted in Otoe Co (LF,CF) and the RWB 
(LR,RH,LP,BP) during June, but 2 at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) were 
mildly unexpected. “Post breeders" appear and numbers build during 
July; high count was 17 at Kissinger Basin WPA on 21 Jul (JGJ). 
Snowy Egret: Increasing over the last two decades, up to 10 
individuals were found at five locales. The most westerly were 1-3 
at CLNWR on 23-31 Jul (MF,LKM). 

Little Blue Heron: Excellent were counts of 14 on 4 Jun and 13 on 
24 Jul in Otoe Co (LF,CF) . Two immatures were at Funk WPA on 11 
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Jun (LR,RH), singles were at Sandpiper WPA and a private marsh in 
Clay Co. on 23 Jun (WRS, JGJ), and a single was at Miller's Pond on 

28 Jul (JGJ). 

Cattle Egret: Possible late migrants were 5 at Waco WPA (LP,BP) , 20 
at North Lake Basin on 1 Jun (LP, BP) , 1 at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA 
on 2 Jun (LR,RH) . Possible early migrants were 40 at the Shelton I- 
80 exit on 19 Jul (LR,RH) and 60 in Otoe Co on 24 Jul (LF,CF). 
Green Heron: Four reports received, most westerly in Buffalo Co on 
8 Jun (LR,RH) and Kearney Co on 11 Jun (LR,RH). High count of 4 at 
Hansen WPA on 28 Jul (JGJ). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Most of the few reports received, 
including a high count of 6 on 31 Jul, were from CLNWR. In the RWB, 
the species was observed at Funk WPA on 11 & 30 Jul (LR,RH). 
White-faced Ibis: Up to 9 were at CLNWR during Jul (LKM,MF) and 16 
were at Funk WPA on 11 Jul (LR,RH) . Four easterly reports were all 
from the eastern portion of the RWB and include a high count of 8 
at North Lake Basin WMA on 10 Jun (LP, BP). 

Trumpeter Swan: Only reports were 2 at CLNWR on 13 Jun-16 Jul (MF) 
and 2 near Hyannis on 23 Jul (LKM). 

Snow Goose: A single was at Jack Sinn WMA on 25 Jun (LP,BP) and 3 
were at Wagon Train L. on 1 Jun. 

Canada Goose: Becoming a nuisance in some areas, the season's high 
count was 330 at NPNWR on 12 Jul (LK) . 

Wood Duck: Most westerly were 2 at NPNWR on 7 Jun (LKM) , 2 at the 
Gering SL on 4 Jun (AK), and 2 at Crawford on 27 Jun (LEi). 
Green-winged Teal: A few were found in the RWB this summer, but a 
good count of 130 was predictably from CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM). 
Mallard: Underscoring a good breeding season this summer in the RWB 
and likely elsewhere were 7 hens with broods at the rather small 
Theesen WPA on 14 Jul (JGJ). 

Northern Pintail: Small numbers were reported in the pandhandle and 
RWB, with high count of 30 at CLNWR on 31 Jul (LKM). 

Blue-winged Teal: High count was 117 on 27 Jun at CLNWR (MF). The 
species also enjoyed a good breeding season in the RWB, with 
several broods noted during July (JGJ). 

Cinnamon Teal: Besides two reports from the western Panhandle, one 
was slightly east at Clear Creek WMA on 10-22 Jun (LP,BP,WRS,JGJ). 
Two were further east at Funk WPA on 30 Jun (LR,RH) , but a single 
was even further east at Theesen WPA on 23 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . Finally, 
a male (the winner?) was the furthest east at Freeman Lakes WPA on 
14 Jul (JGJ). 

Northern Shoveler: All reports were from the panhandle and RWB, 
with the highest count being 40 on 5 Jun at CLNWR (LKM) . 

Gad wall: All reports were from the panhandle and RWB, with the 
highest count being 78 on 16 Jul at CLNWR (MF). 

American Wigeon: A few reports from the panhandle and even fewer 
from the RWB, no more than 2 were noted at a single locale per 
visit. 

Canvasback: Reports from CLNWR include 13 on 13 Jul (MF) and 15 on 

29 Jul (MF) . The species was also observed in Sheridan Co on 21 Jun 
(LEi). 

Redhead: Probably in response to abundant water were several at 
wetlands in the RWB, with the best count being 35 at Funk WPA on 22 
Jun (LR,RH). Regular during summer in the Sandhills, 52 were at 
CLNWR on 13 Jun (MF). 

Lesser Scaup: Most reports were from the panhandle, including a 
high count of 48 at CLNWR on 16 Jul (MF). A few were noted in the 
RWB (LP, BP) and Lancaster Co (LEi) during the first week of June 
and may have been late migrants. Origin and intent of a single at 
Funk WPA on 22 Jun (LR,RH) and 4 at Harvard WPA on 21 & 28 Jul 
(JGJ) are debatable. 
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Ring-necked Duck: A good find was a single at CLNWR on 31 Jul 
(LKM) . 

Bufflehead: Possible late migrants were 3 at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) . 
Hooded Merganser: Breeding activity would be predicted to occur in 
an eastern river drainage, so six reports of female/first-year 
birds in the RWB and 3 at CLNWR on 31 Jul (LKM) were likely 
wandering non-breeders. 

Common Merganser: As many as 90 were at NPNWR on 22 Jul where only 
a single was seen 10 Jun (LK) . In addition, 10 at Lake Ogallala on 

9 Jun grew to 18 on 22 Jun (WRS, JGJ,LKM) , and all were still 
present on 15 Jul (LP,BP). 

Ruddy Duck: Like most of the other ducks, highest numbers were at 
CLNWR. High count there was 99 on 16 Jul (MF) . Seven reports were 
from the RWB, including 4 birds, one of which was a displaying 
male, at North Lake Basin WMA on 23 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . 

Turkey Vulture: Often seen soaring in summer, the species was well 
reported this year. A good concentration was 22 “sitting on a 
pipeline over the Missouri River” at Ponca SP on 17 Jun (LP,BP). 
Osprey: A late migrant was in Otoe Co on 4 Jun (LF,CF) . An early 
migrant was at Branched Oak SRA on 20 Jul (JM) . Possible summer 
wanderers were a single at LM on 22 Jun (WRS,JGJ,LKM) and at 
Scottsbluff 28 Jun (LEi). 

Mississippi Kite: Hopefully an indicator that the established 
colony in Ogallala is doing well is an observation of 4 on 9 Jun 
(LP,BP). 

Bald Eagle: Only report was 3 at NPNWR, a known nesting site, from 

10 Jun-8 Jul (LK). 

Northern Harrier: Few were reported, most easterly were 2 in Knox 
Co on 18 Jun (LP,BP) and a single male in Dixon Co on 3 Jun (JJo). 
As many as 4 were at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) & 31 Jul (MF). 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: A June observation in Scottsbluff Co (AK) is 
the only report. 

Cooper’s Hawk: Only reports were a single at Ft. Robinson SP on 13 
Jul (LKM) and Pants Butte on 16 Jun (WRS). 

Swainson’s Hawk: Possibly indicating the eastern fringe of the 
summer (breeding?) range in the south were observations in Kearney 
Co on 2, 22, 23 Jun and 27 Jul (LR,RH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Reports were routine. 

Ferruginous Hawk: This high-plains species was reported only from 
the western panhandle, with 4 being found near Harrison on 8 Jun 
(LKM). 

Golden Eagle: Singles were noted near Kilpatrick Lake on 2 Jun 
(LKM) , south of Morrill on 13 Jun (AK) , and at CLNWR on 17 Jul 
(LKM) . The latter was east of the breeding range, but likely was a 
non-breeder or failed breeder. 

American Kestrel: As expected, reported throughout Nebraska. 
Prairie Falcon: The only report was at Scottsbluff NM on 28 Jun 
(LEi). 

Gray Partridge: A single found in Dixon Co. on 1 Jun (JJo) is the 
only report of this species, which has almost vanished from the 
state. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: A BBS route done on 13 Jun in Box Buttte Co. 
yielded a good count of 55 (LKM). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports from the south-central continue to 
document the isolated population. Nine birds were found on 9 Jun in 
Kearney Co southeast of Lowell (LR,RH). Out of habitat was 1 at 
Funk WPA on 27 Jul (LR,RH). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reported only from CLNWR, where 3 were 
observed on 5 Jun (LKM). 

Wild Turkey: Reported from the Broadwater area on 27 Jun (LKM) , 
Wheeler Co on 14 Jul (LR,RH), Custer Co on 20 Jul (LR,RH), and 
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young were noted in Banner Co on 29 Jun (AK). 

Northern Bobwhite: Possibly in response to adequate rainfall in 
recent years, the species is doing well. As many as 6 were found in 
Dundy Co on 22 Jun (WRS, JGJ) , it was present in Chase Co on 4 Jul 
(IP), and 1 was rather far west at Scottsbluff NM on 27 Jun (LKM). 
King Rail: A good find was 1 at North Lake Basin WMA on 1-2 Jun 
(LP, BP, WRS , JGJ) . 

Virginia Rail: Only reports were 2 at Funk WPA on 30 Jun (LR,RH) 
and 1-3 at CLNWR during Jun (MF). 

Sora: Up to 8 were found at CLNWR on 13 Jun (MF) . Others were noted 
at Funk WPA on 1 Jun (LR,RH) and in Kearney Co. on 30 Jun and 27 
Jul (LR,RH). 

American Coot: Good counts include 414 at CLNWR on 13 Jun (MF) and 
350 at Funk WPA on 1 Jun (LR,RH) . An adult with downy young was 
noted at North Lake Basin WMA on 28 Jul (JGJ). 

Sandhill Crane: A single was heard at the Rowe Sanctuary on 27 Jun 
(LR,RH). A pair of “ greaters” were found at Harvard WPA on 14, 21, 
Sc 28 Jul (JGJ) . No breeding activity was noted (JGJ) , but the 
sighting alone is interesting since a family group was noted two 
years ago at a small basin in the same county on 20 Aug (NBR 
62:133), and since the species is increasing and breeding in Iowa 
and Minnesota. 

Black-bellied Plover: A late migrant was one at NPNWR on 10 Jun 
(LK) . 

Semipalmated Plover: The first and only southbound migrant was a 
single adult at Bruning Pit on 28 Jul (JGJ). 

Piping Plover: Reported where expected, 7 were on the Niobrara 
River in Knox Co. on 13 Jul (BP,LP,MBr,WRS, JGJ) , 4 were at LM on 22 
Jun (WRS, JGJ) , and a single was at the Wild Rose Ranch on 1 Jun 
(BP,LP). 

Killdeer: Post-breeders begin flocking in July, such as 200 at Funk 
WPA on 4 Jul (LR,RH) and 145 at Theesen WPA on 28 Jul (JGJ). 
Mountain Plover: Acting territorially, but interestingly found in 
a newly disced wheat field, were 2 birds 9 mi. s and 2 mi. w of 
Kimball on 15 Jun (WRS). Although no young were seen, it is likely 
that they were present. Although nesting usually requires native 
short-grass prairie with up to 30% bare ground, chicks move up to 
800 meters as soon as they hatch (Knopf and Rupert 1996 - Wilson 
Bulletin 108:28). 

Black-necked Stilt: Only 1 was found at the traditional Lakeside- 
Antioch breeding locale on 4 Jun (LKM), and 4 were at CLNWR on 5 
Jun (LKM) . Away from the pandhandle and quite unexpected were 1 at 
Funk WPA on 11 Jun (BF fide LR,RH) , and 2 on 2 Jun (WRS, JGJ) and 1 
on 10 Jun (LP,BP) at North Lake Basin WMA. 

American Avocet: Superb was a count of up to 270 at CLNWR on 16 Jul 
(MF, LKM) . With no other June observations from the locale, a 
single at Funk WPA on 30 Jun was likely an early migrant. Easterly 
was 1 in Otoe Co on 24 Jul (LF,CF). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Earliest were 3 at CLNWR on 24 Jun (MF) , 
followed by 1 in Antelope Co on 12 Jul (LR,RH) . High count, from 
CLNWR, was 20 on 16 Jul (MF). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Late was a single at CLNWR on 5 Jun. Earliest 
arrivals were 4 at Funk WPA (LR,RH) and 4 at Clear Creek WMA 
(WRS, JGJ) , both on 22 Jun. High count was 35 at CLNWR on 17 Jul 
(LKM) . 

Solitary Sandpiper: First arrivals were 4 at Funk WPA on 4 Jul 
(LR,RH) . A good single-locale high count was 7 at Theesen WPA on 21 
Jul (JGJ). 

Willet: Reports were from the panhandle, with the best count of 11 
at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) , and 1 was in Sheridan Co. on 21 June 
(LEi). 
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Spotted Sandpiper: Breeds locally, but a good count of 11 at Funk 
WPA on 30 Jun (LR,RH) were possibly migrants. 

Upland Sandpiper: Good counts included 60 in Rock Co on 20 Jul 
(LR,RH) , 40 in Holt Co on 14 Jul, and 35 at Mormon Island Crane 
Meadows 29 Jun (LR,RH). Uncommon in the most intensely cultivated 
areas, 6 were in Dixon Co on 27 Jun (JJo). 

Long-billed Curlew: Reports from the panhandle included 11 at CLNWR 
on 5 Jun (LKM) . Furthest east and likely migrants were 9 in Cherry 
Co on 31 Jul (JJo). 

Marbled Godwit: Earliest and a good count was 28 at Clear Creek WMA 
on 22 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . The only other reports were from NPNWR, where 

1 was found on 8 Jul (LK) and 3 were present on 22 Jul (LK). 
Sanderling: Very early, in fact, the second earliest on record, 
were 2 at Funk WPA on 4 Jul (LR,RH) . The only other reports include 
3 at Lake North (JGJ) and 6 at Branched Oak Lake (JMo) , both on 21 
Jul. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Late spring migrants were 4 at CLNWR on 5 
Jun (LKM). The earliest fall migrants were 10 at Funk WPA on 4 Jul 
(LR,RH) , followed by 2 in Knox Co (LP,BP) , 1 in Antelope Co 

(LR,RH), and 1 in Lancaster Co (LEi), all on 13 Jul. 

Western Sandpiper: Late were 9 at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) . Earliest 
were 6 at Funk WPA on 4 Jul (LR,RH) . The only other report was of 

2 at CLNWR on 31 Jul (LKM). 

Least Sandpiper: Earliest was 1 at Massie WPA (JGJ) and 3 at 

Theesen WPA (JGJ) on 7 Jul. High count was 24 at Theesen WPA on 21 

Jul (JGJ). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Migration lasts into middle June, but 126 
at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) was a good count. Latest were 48 at Clear 
Creek WMA on 10 Jun (LP,BP). 

Baird’s Sandpiper: Most pass through during April, so 49 at CLNWR 
on 5 Jun (LKM) were unusual. Earliest was 1 in Antelope Co on 12-13 
Jul (LR,RH) and 20 in Knox Co on 13 Jul (LP,BP) . High counts were 
77 at Theesen WPA on 21 Jul (JGJ) and 76 at CLNWR on 31 Jul (LKM) . 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Uncommon during fall in the panhandle, 6 were 
found at CLNWR on 17 Jul (LKM). Earliest were 11 in Antelope Co on 

12-13 Jul (LR,RH) and 12 in Knox Co on 13 Jul (LP,BP) . Eastern high 

count was 87 at Theesen WPA on 21 Jul (JGJ) . 

Stilt Sandpiper: Latest in the spring were 3 at Funk WPA on 1 Jun 

(LR,RH) and 24 at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM) . Earliest were 3 in Phelps 
Co on 6 Jul (LR,RH) , 1 at Theesen WPA on 7 Jul (JGJ), and 7 near 

Mead on 7 Jul (JGJ) . High count was 22 at Theesen WPA on 21 Jul 

(JGJ). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Four reports from 28 Jul (all JGJ) are the 
second earliest on record; 9 were at Lake North, 4 were in a 
flooded field in Platte Co, 3 were at Theesen WPA, and 6 were at a 
private marsh in Fillmore Co. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Only report was 3 at CLNWR on 31 Jul (LKM) . 
Any report of this species should be accompanied with details on 
field marks or method of identification. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: Unexpected were several July reports of the 
species, which does not usually arrive until the beginning of 

August. Reports include 1 in Antelope Co on 12 Jul (LR,RH), 3 in 

Adams Co on 17 Jul (LP,BP) , 48 on 17 Jul (LKM) and 51 on 29 Jul 

(MF) at CLNWR, and 5, identified by call, in the RWB on 28 Jul 

(JGJ). The reason for the numerous reports is open to conjecture, 
but it may indicate a poor breeding year. Even though it is 
somewhat rare. Short-billed would have been the expected dowitcher 
in July. Therefore, any dowitcher observed during July should be 
thoroughly scrutinized and ideally identified by call, because both 
species can appear identical in fall due to wear and fading of 
plumage. 
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Common Snipe: Breeding status in the state is not well known. Only 
reports were 1-2 during Jul at CLNWR (LKM), 1 south of Morrill on 

13 Jun (AK), and 5 in Holt Co on 14 Jun (JGJ,GeJ). 

American Woodcock: No reports were received. 

Wilson* s Phalarope: Likely breeding were up to 4 males vigorously 
circling and “whonking” at an intruder (JGJ) at Harvard WPA on 7 & 

14 Jul. A juvenile with remnant down on the head was observed on 21 
Jul (JGJ) . This is the first reported breeding in the RWB. Several 
were noted at CLNWR during June, but excellent counts of 588 on 29 
Jul (MF) and 1,338 on 31 Jul (LKM) were certainly migrants. 
Franklin* s Gull: This year several lingered into June, but counts 
of 200 in Clay Co (LP,BP), 250 at Harvard WPA (LP,BP), and 600 at 
Funk WPA (LR,RH) were still good counts for 1 Jun. Another good 
count, likely early migrants, were 235 at NPNWR on 12 Jul (LKM). 
Ring-billed Gull: Found locally in summer, especially at large 
reservoirs. No counts exceeded 21, with the exception of 284 at 
NPNWR on 12 Jul (LK). 

Herring Gull: Despite good numbers of other gull species, none were 
reported. 

California Gull: Least common during summer, a single was at LM on 
22 Jun (WRS,JGJ,LKM). Most unexpected were a mixed-age flock of 23 
at the Harrison SL on 16 Jun (WRS). 

Caspian Tern: The species is primarily an uncommon eastern migrant, 
so 6 at LM on 22 Jun (WRS,JGJ) and 2 at Harlan Co Res. on 23 Jun 
(WRS,JGJ) were a surprise; one can only speculate why they were 
present. A single at Branched Oak SRA on 21 Jul (JGJ) was likely an 
early migrant. 

Common Tern: Identified by “dark outer tail feathers” were 3 in 
Otoe Co on 29 Jun (LF,CF) . Reported without details, 2 were at 
Gavin* s Point Dam on 18 Jun (LP,BP) . Very few Nebraska records are 
documented (five to date) and identification is very difficult, 
especially in fall, so observers are encouraged to provide 
indentification details when reported. 

Forster’s Tern: CLNWR had 34 on 13 Jun (MF) , and 15 were in 
Sheridan Co. on 21 Jun (LEi). Few were reported elsewhere, but 30 
were at Branched Oak L. on 31 Jul (LP,BP). 

Least Tern: Most reports were from expected locales and included 
the best count, 6, at LM on 22 Jun (WRS, JGJ,LKM) . Away from known 
breeding areas were 1 in Adams Co on 1 Jun (LP,BP) and 4 in Otoe Co 
on 21 Jun (LF,CF). 

Black Tern: Several migrants were detected during the first week of 
June, including 80 at Funk WPA on 1 Jun (LR,RH) . Also at Funk, only 
10 were present on 2 Jun (LR,RH), but 100 were tallied on 11 Jun 
(LR,RH) . One was also at Holmes L. in Lincoln on 12 Jun (LEi) . 
Elsewhere, 56 were at CLNWR on 16 Jul (MF). 

Rock Dove: Away from major urban areas were 1 at CLNWR on 4 Jun 
(LKM) and 14 at LM on 22 Jun (LKM) . 

Mourning Dove: Common throughout, 126 were counted on a BBS route 
in Cheyenne and Morrill Cos on 11 Jun (LKM) . Another good count was 
200 at Springer WPA on 21 Jul (JGJ). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Supposedly more common in the north, 1 was 
south at Arbor Day Farm 11 Jun-1 Jul (LF, CF) . The only other report 
was 1 at CLNWR 12 Jun-10 Jul (MF) . Observers are encouraged to 
report all sightings of this species. 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Of several reports, furthest west was 1 in 
Chase Co on 4 June (IP). 

Barn Owl: Most common in the west, but still an impressive count 
were 14 at CLNWR on 27 Jun (MF) . The only other reports were 2 
adults and 2 young south of Gering on 31 Jul (AK) and 1 in Sioux Co 
on 2 Jul (LKM). 

Eastern Shreech-owl: Hopefully not an indicator of a tragic 
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decline, no reports were received. 

Great-horned Owl: Reports were routine, with 4 in Sioux Co on 20 
Jul (LKM) being the best count. 

Burrowing Owl: Best count was 6 in the Lyman area on 12 Jul (LKM) . 
Eastern reports include 2 near Funk WPA on 1 Jun (LR,RH) , 1 in Holt 
Co on 14 Jul (LR,RH), and 1 south of Geneva on 14 Jul (JGJ). 
Barred Owl: Only reports were in Otoe Co on 8 Jun (LF,CF) and 2 Jul 
(LCF). 

Short-eared Owl: Interesting was 1 near Holbrook, Gosper Co, on 16 
Jun (LR,RH). Acting territorially and even harassing a nearby 
Swainson’s Hawk, were 2 in CRP land 12 mi. s. and 3 mi w of Kimball 
on 15 Jun (WRS). 

Common Nighthawk: Reports were routine. 

Chuck-will’ s-widow: A single was at Indian Cave SP on 8 Jul 
(LP,BP). 

Whip-poor-will: A good count and the only report was 14 at Schramm 
SP on 23 Jun (WRS). 

Chimney Swift: Reports from the far west were singles in 
Scottsbluff on 9 Jul (LKM) and at Ft. Robinson on 13 Jul (LKM) . 
This species is now regular in these locations. 

White-throated Swift: Up to 60 were tallied at Scottsbluff NM on 27 
Jun (LKM), but only 12 could be found on 12 Jul (LKM). Elsewhere, 
1 was in Sowbelly Canyon on 8 Jun (LKM) , 1 was seen in the Wildcat 
Hills on an occasion during June (AK) , 3 were at Red Cloud Buttes, 
Dawes Co on 22 Jun (JJo), 10 were seen on Pants Butte Road, Sioux 
Co on 27 June (Lei) , and 4 were at the Timber Reserve, Sioux Co on 
24 June (LEi). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: A male was at Ponca on 2 3 Jun (JJo) . No 
other reports were received. 

Hummingbird sp.: A hummer, likely western in origin, was noted in 
Gering on 17 Jul (fide AK). No other details were provided. 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports routine. 

Lewis’ Woodpecker: Only report was 1 in Smiley Canyon on 2 3 Jun 
(LEi). 

Red-headed woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Observed throughout the period in Kearney 
Co (LR,RH), a regular location. 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Out in the boonies, by woodpecker standards, was 
a single at CLNWR on 5 Jun (LKM). 

Northern Flicker: Likely not “pure” birds, but Yellow-shafted were 
noted from several locales in the panhandle. Red-shafteds were 
restricted to the panhandle, but most summer birds are likely not 
“pure’’ either. 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were from regular summer locations in 
the western panhandle, although 6 at Rock Creek L SRA 22 Jun 
(WRS,JGJ) were at a location with few summer reports. Six at 
Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM) may have been migrants, although breeding 
would be expected there. Best count was 14 in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun 
(LKM). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Most westerly were 2 at Orleans (WRS,JGJ) 23 
Jun; it is rare west of there in the Republican valley. 

Acadian Flycatcher: The small population at Indian Cave SP 
continued this summer; singing birds were heard 4 Jun and 9 Jul 
(BP,LP). 

Willow Flycatcher: Reports of up to 3 birds were received from 
locations statewide, as expected. Best count was 3 in Kearney Co 8 
Jun (LR,RH). 

Least Flycatcher: The last of this statewide migrant were singles 
in Dixon Co 1 Jun (JJo) and 2 in Box Butte Co 2 Jun (LKM). 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: Rarely reported and undocumented (including 
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this report) away from the w Pine Ridge, a migrant was at 
Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM). In all, at least 6 were reported: up to 
3 were in Sowbelly Canyon 3-8 Jun (JGJ,GeJ,WRS,LKM) , and 1 was in 
Monroe Canyon 8 Jun (JGJ,GeJ) . A new location was the Wood Reserve, 
Sioux Co, where 2 were found on 24 June. 

Eastern Phoebe: Reports were routine. 

Say's Phoebe: Most easterly was 1 in sw Phelps Co 6 Jul (LR,RH); 
this is probably the e edge of the regular summer range s of the 
Platte River. 

Great Crested Plycatcher: In recent years it appears to have become 
regular in summer on the Pine Ridge; 2 were reported in Sowbelly 
Canyon 8 Jun (JGJ,GeJ,LKM) and 6 were there on 16 Jun (WRS) . Of 
interest was 1 along the Niobrara River s of Gordon 9 Jun 
(JGJ,GeJ); there are few reports w of the Valentine area other than 
from the Pine Ridge. Uncommon w of Harlan Co, 1 was at Stratton 22 
Jun (WRS,JGJ). 

Cassin's Kingbird: Reports from the e edge of the range were 1 in 
Dawes Co 7 miles w of Hay Springs 8 Jun (JGJ, GeJ) , and 6 in a 
favored canyon s of Redington 29 Jun (LKM,AK). 
western Kingbird: Reports were routine. 

Eastern Kingbird: A good westerly count was 11 in Sowbelly Canyon 
8 Jun (LKM). 

Horned Lark: Reports were routine. 

Purple Martin: Westerly were reports from Antelope Co 12 Jul 
(LR,RH) , flyovers in Chase Co on 4 July (IP) that were possible 
migrants, and 4 at Stratton 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). The range extends 
westward in major river valleys, but it is uncommon west of the 
100th meridian in the south and the 98th meridian in the north. 
Tree Swallow: Reports were routine. 

Violet-green swallow: Reports were from breeding locations: up to 
10 were in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM), and 1-2 were s of Gering 29 
Jul (AK) and at Scotts Bluff NM 28 Jun (LEi) and 12 Jul (LKM). 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: An outstanding count of migrants was 
781 at CLNWR 29 Jul; 108 were there 23 Jul (MF). 

Bank Swallow: Another outstanding count of migrants was 2400 at 
CLNWR 31 Jul (LKM) . A colony at Peru had at least 100 adults 
(LF,CF). 

Cliff Swallow: Numbers had started to decline by 4 Jul at a large 
colony on the highway 2 Missouri River bridge at Nebraska City 
(LF,CF). At LM 510 were counted 22 Jun (LKM). 

Barn Swallow: Reports were routine. 

Blue Jay: Now occurring statewide, furthest w was 1 at Stateline 
Marsh WMA 12 Jul (LKM). 

Pinyon Jay: Not obvious in early summer, best count was 8 in 
Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM). Probable post-breeders were a few at 
feeders at James Ranch in Jul (SLe). 

Black-billed Magpie: At the southeast edge of the range, a flock of 
10 was near Gibbon 14 Jun (LR,RH) . Fledglings appeared at James 
Ranch mid-Jun and mid-Jul (SLe). 

American Crow: Reports were routine. 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were routine. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were from expected breeding 
locations; of most interest were a few at Pine Glen WMA in Brown Co 
20-21 Jul (LR,RH). Six were in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: Numbers decline rapidly westward from 
Harlan Co in the Republican valley; 6 were at Orleans 23 Jun 
(WRS,JGJ). Regular on the Pine Ridge, 3 were in Sowbelly Canyon 8 
Jun (LKM). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine. 

Brown Creeper: Summering currently is regular only at Fontenelle 
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Forest, where at least 1 singing bird was heard on 3 occasions 3-26 
Jun along North Stream Trail (BP,LP). 

Rock Wren: Easternmost was 1 at a rocky escarpment in se Hitchcock 
Co 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 

Carolina Wren: None were reported. 

House Wren: Reports were routine. 

sedge Wren: As is typical of this species, reports were essentially 
in two groups, early and late summer; the only report between 8 Jun 
and 12 Jul was of 1-2 at Arbor L. WMA until 17 Jul, but not 
reported again until 27 June (LEi). There was no evidence of 
nesting, which usually does not occur until Jul and Aug in NE. 
Early reports were of 1 heard near Gibbon 1-10 Jun (LR,RH) and 1 at 
Arbor Day Farm 4 Jun (LF,CF) . Later reports were from Rowe 
Sanctuary 12-28 Jul (LR,RH) , ne of Rose, Rock Co, 20-21 Jul 
(LR,RH), and 1 at Harvard Marsh WPA 21 Jul (JGJ). 

Marsh Wren: Generally not numerous s of the Platte River, Funk 
Lagoon WPA is a regular location; at least 5 were there 30 Jun 
(LR,RH) . A report of several at Goose L in se Holt Co is of 
interest; this location is near the dividing line between eastern 
and western song types, which may be separate species (Kroodsma, 
NBR 56:40). The line, about 100 km in width with little suitable 
Marsh Wren habitat, passes se through O'Neill, approximately 
following the Elkhorn valley. Reports from this general area, 
especially recordings, would be of interest. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: The third panhandle record was 1 at 
Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM); there are 2 prior Jun records for Kimball 
Co (WRS), as well as Jun records for Keith and Lincoln Cos. This 
species is regular but rare in the South Platte valley of northeast 
Colorado during migration (Colorado Birds, Andrews and Righter 
1992). Of interest also was the presence of 2-3 territorial birds 
2 miles s of Orleans 23 Jun (WRS, JGJ) ; this area of outstanding 
riparian woodland appears to support a breeding population, as 
territorial birds were noted 5 miles s and 1 mile e of Orleans in 
1990 (WRS). 

Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine. 

Mountain Bluebird: Reports were from the breeding range, e to 
Morrill Co, where 2 were noted 29 Jun (AK) . Young fledged at James 
Ranch 25 Jul (SLe). 

Townsend's Solitaire: Generally rare in summer, there were more 
reports than usual of this species. Singles were in Box Butte Co 4 
Jun (LMa), and at Fort Robinson SP 13 Jul (LKM). 

Swainson's Thrush: Last of the migrants were reported in the 
northwest, where Jun records are not unusual; 1 was near Gering in 
early Jun (AK) and 2 were at Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM). 

Wood Thrush: Reports were received for Jun in Otoe (LF,CF) and Cass 
Cos (BP,LP) , and also n to Thurston Co, where 1 was singing at 
Ashford Camp 12 Jul (BFH) , and w to Gage Co, where another was 
singing at Homestead NM 29 Jun (LF, CF) . The Gage Co report is 
rather far westward for recent years; it is unusual even in 
Lancaster Co. 

American Robin: Reports were routine. 

Gray Catbird: Rare in the w Republican valley, and not known to 
breed in the Colorado section (Andrews and Righter op. cit), none 
were noted w of the 4 seen just sw of McCook 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ) . 
However, it was reported 4 Jul in Chase Co (IP). Also westerly were 
2 at Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM), rather early for the panhandle, 
where it is uncommon. 

Northern Mockingbird: This species is now being reported statewide 
with regularity. About 15 were found, with 3 the best count, both 
in the Dalton area 11 Jun (LKM) and sw of Cotesfield 14 Jul 
(LR,RH). 
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Sage Thrasher: Early enough to indicate breeding was a group of 4 
in Kimball Co 18 Jul (photo, BP,LP) ; the earliest fall reports are 
31 Jul, 3 Aug, and 5 Aug. Also unexpected was 1 w of Harrison on 27 
Jun (LEi). 

Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine. 

Curve-billed Thrasher: Perhaps the rarest bird reported this summer 
is one at a feeder s of Gering at the base of the Wildcat Hills 2 
Jul (*LKe) . This bird was seen closely for about 5 minutes. If 
accepted by the NOU Records Committee, this would be the 4th 
documented record; the others were for 24 Mar, 2 May, and 18 Nov 
from McCook, North Platte, and s Sioux Co, respectively. It was 
reported but unconfirmed as breeding in the Lawrence Fork area of 
Morrill Co in 1965. 

Cedar Waxwing: This species breeds uncommonly in woodlands in the 
Missouri and Niobrara valleys, the Pine Ridge and Wildcat Hills, 
and westward at least to Buffalo Co in the Platte valley, where it 
was noted throughout the period in the Gibbon area (LR,RH). The 
only nesting evidence was of a pair carrying food to a nest 15 feet 
up in a Scotch Pine at Branched Oak SRA 25 Jun (BP,LP) . One at 
Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM) may have been a migrant. 

Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine. 

European Starling: Reports were routine. 

Bell's Vireo: This species is common at Rock Creek L SRA, where at 
least 10 were noted 22 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 

Solitary Vireo: The only reports were of 2 summering birds of the 
plumbeus race in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM) and 27 Jun (LEi) . 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were as expected from the Missouri 
valley, n to Thurston Co, where 4 were singing at Ashford Camp 12 
Jul (BFH). 

Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine. 

Red-eyed Vireo: None were reported prior to the end of the period 
in the panhandle, but 3 were singing in Sowbelly Canyon 3 Aug 
(WRS,JGJ,SJD), where it is an uncommon summer resident. 

Tennessee Warbler: Rare in the panhandle in spring, 1 was part of 
the Kilpatrick L fallout 2 Jun (LKM) for the only report. 

Northern Parula: The only report was from Fontenelle Forest, where 
1-2 were present at least through 26 Jun (BP,LP). 

Yellow Warbler: About 60 were counted in the Gibbon area and around 
the 1-80 Gibbon exit 17 Jun (LR,RH), indicating how numerous these 
birds can be in suitable breeding habitat. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Reports were of the race auduboni; 1 at 
Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM), a rather late date for a migrant, while 
1-2 were in Sowbelly Canyon, a breeding location, 8 Jun (LKM) and 
27 Jun (LEi). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported. 

Cerulean Warbler: Reported only from Fontenelle Forest, a female 
and a singing male were in the North Stream Trail area 3 Jun and 14 
Jun, respectively (BP,LP). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Summering is regular on the Pine Ridge, 
where 3 were counted in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LMa). 

American Redstart: Also regular in summer on the Pine Ridge, as 
many as 11 were in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM) . It also breeds 
regularly in the Missouri valley; 5 were singing at Ashford Camp in 
Thurston Co 12 Jul (BFH) . Part of the Kilpatrick L fallout 2 Jun 
were 11 redstarts (LKM), presumably migrants, although this is a 
rather late spring date away from known breeding locations. 
Prothonotary Warbler: Despite an increase in habitat at Fontenelle 
Forest, only 1 male was heard, on 26 Jun (BP,LP). 

Ovenbird: Reports were routine. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Following a good spring influx, only 2 were 
noted in Jun: singles were at Platte River SP 6 Jun (BP,LP) and in 
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Mill Hollow at Fontenelle Forest 14 Jun (BP,LP). No breeding 
evidence was noted. 

Kentucky Warbler: None were reported. 

Common Yellowthroat: A count of 100 at Funk Lagoon WPA 30 Jun 
(LR,RH) indicates the abundance of this species in summer in the 
Rainwater Basin. 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Furthest e reported were 3 sw of McCook 23 
Jun (WRS, JGJ) and 6 at Rock Creek L SRA 22 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . As many 
as 10 were in Sowbelly Canyon 8 Jun (LKM). 

Summer Tanager: None were reported. 

Scarlet Tanager: Best count was 3, singing at Ashford Camp, 
Thurston Co, 12 Jul (BFH). 

Western Tanager: It was numerous in Sowbelly Canyon this summer, 
where 11 were counted 8 Jun (LKM) . It was reported e to the 
Redington area, where 1 was noted s of "town" 29 Jun (LKM); this 
appears to be the 2nd mid-summer report of this species this far e 
(it was reported in Brown Co 27 Jun 1967) , although habitat in the 
area seems suitable for breeding. 

Northern Cardinal: The westernmost breeding population persists 
just e of Scottsbluff; 2 were fledged late Jul-early Aug (AK) . The 
presence of 6 near Benkelman 22-23 Jun (WRS,JGJ) indicate its 
occurrence throughout the Republican valley, a fairly recent 
phenomenon, as it first bred in the Wray, Colorado, area around 
1980 (Andrews and Righter op. cit.). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Individuals appearing "pure" were noted w 
to the Orleans area 23 Jun, and hybrids were common there and 
westward to the Oxford area (WRS,JGJ). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: "Pure"-appearing individuals were noted e to 
the Orleans area 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). Thus, between Orleans and Oxford 
both Rose-breasted and Black-headed types, as well as hybrids, were 
noted. 

Blue Grosbeak: Best count was 7 in the Redington area 29 Jun (LKM) 
and furthest e were 3 in the Wakefield area 1 Jun (JJo) ; 6 were in 
Dixon Co 24 Jul (JJo). 

Lazuli Bunting: The only report e of Morrill Co, where 3 were 
counted 29 Jun (LKM) , was in Chase Co on 4 Jul (IP) . Best count was 
6 s of Gering 1 Jun (AK). 

Indigo Bunting: Furthest w, where it summers regularly in the 
northwest, were up to 3 at the James Ranch feeders until mid-Jun 
(SLe) . It was not noted in the Republican valley w of Oxford on 23 
Jun (WRS,JGJ), although it apparently breeds throughout the area, 
and at least rarely in extreme e Colorado (Andrews and Righter op^ 
cit.). 

Dickcissel: First for the year in the w were 2 at CLNWR on 13 Jun 
(MF) ; numbers increased to 22 there on 28 Jun (MF) , but were 
dwarfed by the estimated 1000 on 6 Jul in the four-corners area 
where Gosper, Frontier, Furnas, and Harlan Cos meet (LR,RH). It was 
numerous on the alfalfa fields at Clear Creek Marsh WMA 22 Jun 
(WRS); alfalfa is a favored habitat for westerly populations. 
Eastern Towhee: One was noted near Gibbon 1 Jun, where Spotted 
Towhee is the usual summering species (LR,RH). "Pure" Easterns were 
noted west to the Orleans area of the Republican valley 23 Jun 
(WRS,JGJ); hybrids and Spotted Towhees were present also in that 
area. 

Spotted Towhee: Hybrids and "pure" birds were noted e to the Harlan 
Co Res area in the Republican valley 23 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . This species 
is the regular summer species in the Buffalo and Kearney Co area 
(LR,RH). 

Casein's Sparrow: At the northernmost breeding locality known for 
the species, 1 was at Kilpatrick L 2 Jun (LKM) . Also a regular 
summering location, 5 were found at two locations in sage 
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grasslands in Dundy Co 22 Jun (JGJ,WRS) ; these were 3 miles w of 
Haigler and 2.5 miles n of Parks. 

Chipping Sparrow: Reports were routine. 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Although no identification details were 
provided, of interest was a report of at least 1 which appeared at 
the James Ranch feeders in mid-Jul (SLe); although possibly a 
rather early migrant, breeding has been suspected in northwest NE, 
although undocumented. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The only report was from a regular location, the 
Kilpatrick L area, where 9 were found 2 Jun (LKM). 

Field Sparrow: Only casual in the panhandle, 1 was at Kilpatrick L 
2 Jun (LKM), probably a migrant. Uncommon in the southwest, 2 were 
in Hitchcock Co 22-23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 

Vesper Sparrow: Reports were routine. 

Lark Sparrow: Best counts were 60 in ne Rock Co 21 Jul (LR,RH) and 
29 at CLNWR 24 Jun (MF). 

Lark Bunting: Few were noted east of the panhandle; 1 was in Furnas 
Co 16 Jun (LR,RH), and a male in Frontier Co 23 Jun was the only 
one seen in the southwest 22-23 Jun (WRS, JGJ) . One was in Cherry Co 
31 Jul (JJo). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Doing well in the w, 116 were at CLNWR 17 Jul, 
where they had a good breeding season, about 60% of the 116 seen 
being young birds (LKM). 

Henslow's Sparrow: The birds noted at Burchard L SRA in spring 
remained at least until 4 Jun, when 1 was noted (BP,LP). 

Song Sparrow: A good population continues at Funk Lagoon WPA, where 
15 were counted 22 Jun (LR,RH). Establishment of breeding 
populations away from northern and eastern Nebraska is relatively 
recent, probably since the 1970s (Cink, NBR 43:3). Information on 
dates of establishment of such "outlying” summering populations is 
welcomed. 

Swamp Sparrow: Funk Lagoon WPA is also the site of perhaps the 
southernmost regular breeding colony in the state; up to 3 were 
reported through the period, notably near the viewing kiosk 
(LR,RH). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Only reports were 3, identified as aikeni, in 
Sowbelly Canyon on 16 Jun (WRS) and 1, presumably aikeni, in Monroe 
Canyon on 27 June (LEi). 

McCown's Longspur: The only report was from a regular summer 
location, west-central Sioux Co, where 8 were found 8 Jun (LKM). 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: Encouraging were continuing reports 
from possibly the easternmost breeding location in the state; up to 
35 were 6 miles ne of O'Neill 14-31 Jul (LR,RH,JJo). It continues 
rather widespread in Sioux Co (LKM,WRS). 

Bobolink: Generally uncommon, or at least local, s of the Platte 
valley, a few were reported in the Rainwater Basin: at least 1 was 
at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA 2 Jun (LR,RH) , 4 were at Harvard Marsh WPA 
7 Jul (JGJ) , and 2 were at Rauscher Lagoon WPA the same day (JGJ) . 
Red-winged Blackbird: Fall flocks were forming by 26 Jul, such as 
one of 150 birds in Dixon Co (JJo). 

Eastern Meadowlark: A westerly center of abundance is CLNWR, where 
an amazing 173 were reported present 24 Jun (MF) . It is local 
throughout the Sandhills, and otherwise numerous only in the 
southeast. None were noted on BBS routes in Buffalo, Kearney, 
Furnas, and Gosper Cos (LR,RH). 

Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Southeasterly were 18 along the Missouri 
River in Otoe Co 4 Jul (LF,CF) and 2 at Arbor L WMA on 2 Jun (LEi) . 
Brewer's Blackbird: At James Ranch, none were seen after early Jul 
(SLe), suggesting departure after breeding. Far out of range if 
correctly identified was a reported "adult" without further details 
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in Otoe Co 8 Jun (LF,CF). There are no documented summer records 
away from the panhandle. 

Great-tailed Gr&ckle: A new breeding location away from the 
Rainwater Basin was at Burchard L SRA, where a female was carrying 
nesting material 4 Jun; a male and 4 females were present (BP,LP). 
Several were at Burchard L SRA last year. The colony at Funk Lagoon 
WPA persists, with up to 14 present on 30 Jun (LR,RH) . We know of 
no breeding locales in the eastern portion of the RWB. 

Common Crackle: Fall flocking was evidenced by 100 in Dixon Co 24 
Jul (JJo). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Fall flocking was evident in this species 
also, with 200 in Wheeler Co 14 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Orchard Oriole: A good count was 15 "behind the motel" in Ainsworth 
21 Jul (LR,RH). Numbers dwindled eastward along the Republican 
valley, where it was numerous in Dundy Co 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 
Baltimore Oriole: "Pure"-appearing birds of this species were noted 
as expected throughout the Republican valley 23 Jun (WRS,JGJ). 
Individuals exhibiting hybrid characteristics were noted e to sw of 
McCook, however. Baltimore Oriole breeds statewide e of the 
panhandle. 

Bullock's Oriole: No "pure" individuals were noted in the 
Republican valley 23 Jun, but hybrids were present e to the McCook 
area (WRS,JGJ). Bullock's Oriole is rare e of the panhandle; most 
easterly reports were 1 at CLNWR 3 Jul (LKM) and 2 near Ogallala 29 
Jun (LEi). 

House Finch: At South Sioux City, Huser suggested that aggressive 
defense of nesting territories by House Finches may be impacting 
House Wrens and Purple Martins, both of which were unsuccessful in 
his yard after House Finches set up nesting territories; the Purple 
Martins abandoned their "house". It has been suggested that 
cardinals as well as House Sparrows are similarly affected. 

Red Crossbill: Perhaps foreshadowing an invasion this winter, a few 
have been in the Kearney area since early Jul, including a female 
at the observers' feeder 30 Jul (LR,RH) , and it was reported in 
Chase Co. on 4 Jul (IP). Crossbills were common on the Pine Ridge 
during the period (LKM,WRS,JGJ,SJD),. 

Pine Siskin: The long-established summer population on the UN- 
Kearney campus persists; a few were noted there through the period 
(LR,RH) . One was near Gibbon also during the period (LR, RH) . It was 
noted through the period on the Pine Ridge and in the Wildcat 
Hills, where it is regular (LKM,WRS,SLe). 

American Goldfinch: Reports were routine. 

House Sparrow: Reports were routine. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, AUGUST-NOVEMBER 1996 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
Joel G. Jorgensen, 1218 Jackson St, Blair NE 68008 

INTRODUCTION 

This fall we received numerous excellent reports from which to 
compile this summary. Most parts of the state are covered, except 
the southwest and northcentral, although many observers at least 
pass through those areas. A note about details on unusual 
observations. The new NOU Field Card, which can be ordered by 
sending a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the NOU Librarian, 
Univ of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, NE 68588-0514, indicates 
species that need complete documentations, mostly casual and 
accidental species. However, we realize that information about 
early and late migration dates, and rarity in the west or east is 
not readily available, so in this summary we have indicated 
significant reports that were not accompanied by details on the 
sighting by using the phrase "no details provided" or something 
similar. We would very much appreciate it if observers of these 
reports could provide details of the sighting, including 
identification points and circumstances such as habitat, viewing 
conditions, etc. These reports are as important as those of rare 
birds, and it would be nice to have them substantiated. Of course, 
sightings discussed in this report are always subject to acceptance 
by the NOU Records Committee; reports with asterisks denote those 
for which written documentation has been submitted to the NOU 
Records Committee. 

And now to the good stuff! This fall was interesting from 
many aspects. Several species of waterbirds, considered accidental 
or casual a few years ago, were well reported this year, including 
Red-throated Loon, Pacific Loon, Red-necked Grebe, Black Scoter, 
and Sabine's Gull. A discussion is included about hummingbirds in 
w NE, several of which were noted early this fall (hummingbird 
mania?). Few Catharus thrushes were noted, no Veeries and only 2 
Swainson's Thrushes. Unprecedented numbers of Sage Thrashers were 
noted in Kimball Co, and excellent numbers of Palm and Blackburnian 
Warblers showed up, including the 3rd fall record for the panhandle 
region for Blackburnian. Good information is being received about 
the ranges of Eastern and Spotted Towhees. 

Lingering birds included latest ever American Avocet, Western 
Sandpiper, and Forster's Tern, 2nd latest ever Common Poorwill, 
late Eastern and Say's Phoebes, late House Wren, record-late Bell's 
Vireo, record-late Scarlet Tanager, and 2nd latest Grasshopper 
Sparrow. There was also a record early Wilson's Warbler. 

Rarities included Nebraska's 1st Yellow-billed Loon, 2nd 
Little Gull, 6th Laughing Gull, 4th Inca Dove, 1st Band-tailed 
Pigeon, a possible Archilochus (Ruby-throated or Black-chinned) 
Hummingbird in the panhandle region, the appearance of several 
Steller's Jays and Mountain Chickadees in Scotts Bluff Co, an 
auduboni (Rocky Mountain) Hermit Thrush in Scotts Bluff Co, the 
appearance of numbers of Dark-eyed (White-winged) Juncos away from 
the breeding range and eastward, several Cass in's Finches in Scotts 
Bluff Co, and a possible 6th Lesser Goldfinch. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. * = documented; please refer to Nebraska Bird Review 
54:74 for information about writing documentations, and the 
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Official List of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 56:86), which indicates 
that all birds whose status is less than Regular (acceptably 
reported in 9-10 of the past 10 years) should be documented. It is 
also important to document very early or very late records of 
Regular species. The best available reference for such dates is 
Johnsgard's "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Nebraska and 
Adjacent Plains States", much of which was published in NBR 48:26 
(non-passerines) and NBR 48:46 (passerines). 

ad = adult; ADF = Arbor Day Farm (Otoe Co); BOL = Branched Oak L 
SRA (Lancaster Co) ; CBC = Christmas Bird Count; cem = cemetery; 
CLNWR = Crescent L NWR (Garden Co) ; Co(s) = County (ies) ; FF = 
Fontenelle Forest Nature Center; imm = immature; juv = juvenile; L 
= Lake; LM = L. McConaughy (Keith Co); mob = many observers; NC = 
Nature Center; NE = Nebraska; NNF = Nebraska National Forest; NOU 
- Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; North Platte NWR (Scotts Bluff 
Co); NWR — National Wildlife Refuge; R = River; Res = Reservoir; 
RWB = Rainwater Basin (area of Federal, State, and private basins 
and wetlands mainly in Phelps, Kearney, Clay, Fillmore, Hamilton, 
and York Cos) ; SHP = State Historical Park; SL = Sewage Lagoons; SP 
= State Park; SRA = State Recreation Area; UNL = University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln; UNSM = University of Nebraska State Museum; WMA 
= Wildlife Management Area (State) ; WPA = Waterfowl Production Area 
(Federal). 


GAZETTEER 

Arbor L (WMA, Lancaster); Ayr L (Adams); Boyer Chute NWR 
(Washington) ; Chadron SP (Dawes) ; Chimney Rock SHP (Morrill) ; Clear 
Creek (WMA, Keith/Garden); Conestoga L (SRA, Lancaster); Crystal 
Cove L (Dakota); Cunningham L (Douglas); DeSoto NWR (Washington); 
Elmwood Park (Omaha, Douglas); Forest Lawn Cem (Omaha, Douglas); 
Funk Lagoon (WPA, Phelps); Gadwall Basin (WMA, Hamilton); Gavin’s 
Point Dam (Cedar); Harlan Co Res (Harlan); Harvard Marsh (WPA, 
Clay); Hultine North Basin (= Sandpiper WPA, Clay); Jack Sinn Marsh 
(Lancaster/Saunders); James Ranch (SRA, Sioux); Jewell Park 
(Bellevue, Sarpy); Johnson L (SRA, Gosper/Dawson); Kiowa Springs 
(WMA, Scotts Bluff); L Alice (NPNWR, Scotts Bluff); L Minatare 
(SRA, Scotts Bluff); L North (Platte); L Ogallala (SRA, Keith); 
Nelson Basin (WPA, Hamilton); North Harvard Basin (3.5 mi n sw 
corner Harvard, Clay); Offutt Base L (Sarpy); Olive Creek L (SRA, 
Lancaster); Pawnee L (SRA, Lancaster); Pine Ridge (area of 
Ponderosa pinewoods in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos); Ponca SP 
(Dixon); (Lillian Annette) Rowe Sanctuary (Kearney); Schilling Ref 
(WMA, Cass); Schramm Park (SRA, Sarpy); Scotts Bluff NM (Scotts 
Bluff); Sherman Res (SRA, Sherman); Smiley Canyon (Fort Robinson 
SP, Sioux); Sowbelly Canyon (Sioux); Stagecoach L (SRA, Lancaster); 
Standing Bear L (Douglas); Stateline Marsh (WMA, Scotts Bluff); 
Summit Res (SRA, Burt); Sutherland Res (SRA, Lincoln); Theesen 
Lagoon (WPA, Adams/Clay); Waco Basin (WPA, York); Wehrspann L 
(Sarpy); Wildcat Hills (SRA, Banner/Scotts Bluff); Wildcat Hills NC 
(Scotts Bluff); Winters Creek L (NPNWR, Scotts Bluff); Wolf L 
(Saunders); Wyuka Cem (Lincoln, Lancaster). 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon: Considering that there were only three 
documented records and about 20 total reports prior to this fall, 
four documented observations are amazing. Three of the observations 
were made on the heels of a strong cold front and include singles 
at BOL 30 Oct-3 Nov (JS,mob), at Stagecoach L. 31 Oct-3 Nov 
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(JGJ*,WRS*) , and at Bluestem L SRA, Lancaster Co, on 3 Nov. (WRS*) . 
The other was a single at Wehrspann L. on 12 Nov (LP*, 
BP*,RB,JGJ*). in addition, a possible Red-throated was reported 
from Johnson L. on the popular date of 3 Nov (LR, RH). 

Pacific Loon: Apparent juvenile/first-winter birds were at Olive 
Creek L on 17 Nov (JGJ*,GeJ) and Standing Bear L. on 17-24 Nov. 
(JGJ*,GeJ,RB). The latter locale, a rather small lake, has now 
hosted three loon species. In addition, a possible Pacific was 
reported from Johnson L. on 3 Nov. (LR,RH). 

Common Loon: The two basic-plumaged birds at L. Ogallala were 
joined by one in alternate plumage 3-11 Aug. (SJD,mob). Another 
probable immature was at War Axe SRA, Buffalo Co, from 12-23 Aug. 
(SJD,LR,RH) . High count was 8 at NPNWR on 3 Nov. (LKM) . Latest were 
2 at Cunningham L. on 23 Nov. (JGJ). 

Yellow-billed Loon: This first state record could have gotten away. 
The individual was first observed independently by two observers 
(JGJ & WRS) on 17 Nov at BOL. Both had the impression that the bird 
appeared to be a Yellow-billed, but exercised caution because the 
bird was viewed from some distance. On 21 Nov, JGJ returned, 
studied the bird for several hours, observed diagnostic features 
(i.e. pale culmen) , and took several photos. The first-winter bird 
was observed through 22 Nov (LP,BP,RB,LEi). 

Pied-billed Grebe: High count was 42 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM) . 
Latest were singles at Offutt Base L. on 28 Nov (LP,BP) and at a 
sandpit near the Kearney 1-80 exit on 30 Nov (LR,RH). 

Horned Grebe: Quite early was one at Gering SL on 27 Aug (AK) , 
followed by one at L Yankton, Cedar Co, on 15 Sep (MBr) . High count 
was 22 at NPNWR on 27 Oct (WRS) . Latest were a pair at Standing 
Bear L. on 17 Nov (JGJ). 

Red-necked Grebe: Like the rare loons, it was a spectacular season 
for this rare grebe. Reports include a first-summer bird at 
Sutherland Res on 26-27 Sep (SJD*,JGJ*,WRS,JS), an adult at LM on 
13 Oct (MBr,DH), and a single, in apparent transitional plumage, at 
Sherman Res on 17 Nov (LR,RH). 

Eared Grebe: Best counts were 210 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM) and 58 
at NPNWR on 9 Oct (LK). Counts from the east were of fewer than 5 
from any one locale. Latest were 2 at Summit Res on 18 Nov (JGJ). 
Western Grebe: It appears that LM is a major staging area for the 
species in fall; 7000+ on 28 Sep was a careful estimate by birders 
in a boat (SJD,WRS,JGJ, JS) , 3600 were still present on 27 Oct 
(SJD) . Another good count from the west was 780 at NPNWR on 11 Oct 
(LKM). Likely unprecedented numbers graced lakes in the eastern 
third of the state: 36 were collectively tallied in Lancaster, 
Douglas, and Burt Cos alone. Latest were 2 at Offutt Base L on 28 
Nov (BP,LP). 

Clark's Grebe: All reports are as follows: up to 13 were noted 
amongst Westerns at LM 3-13 Aug (SJD,WRS,mob), birders on a pelagic 
boat trip at LM tallied 20 on 28 Sep (SJD,WRS, JGJ, JS) , 3 were noted 
at Sutherland Res on 26-28 Sep (SJD), and 5 were at CLNWR on 2 Aug 
(JJo). In addition, 2 possible Western X Clark's hybrids were noted 
at LM on 27 Sep (SJD) , both with bright orange bills and dark 
lores. 

American White Pelican: High count, rather early in the season, was 
300-400 at LM on 3-4 Aug (SJD,WRS,JGJ) and 200, on a more typical 
date of 29 Sep, at BOL (LEi). Latest was a single at Kiowa Springs 
on 10 Nov (LKM). 

Double-crested Cormorant: The one nest at Harlan Co Res found on 22 
Jun (see Summer Report) grew to 26 nests on 12 Aug (SJD) . High 
count was an impressive 4000 at Harlan Co Res on 20 Oct (LR,RH) and 
latest were 2 at Offutt Base L. on 28 Nov (BP,LP). 



NO. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


101 


American Bittern: Few were reported. At CLNWR, 1-2 were found for 
much of the period, with the latest observation of a single on the 
rather late date of 13 Nov (MF). This is the fifth latest report. 
The only reports away from CLNWR were singles at Waco Basin, on 24 
Sep (WRS) and at Private Marsh, 2 mi e Funk Lagoon, Clay Co, on 21 
Sep (RH,LR). 

Least Bittern: Only report was of a single at Funk Lagoon on 12 Aug 
(SJD), a locale where the species was noted during the summer 
period. 

Great Blue Heron: A good single locale count was 56 at NPNWR on 11 
Sept (LK). A few usually remain into Dec. 

Great Egret: Good counts where good counts are expected, include 40 
in Otoe Co on 5 Aug (LF,CF) and up to 56 in the RWB 11 Aug-2 Sep 
(JGJ) . Good counts where not generally expected, were 17 at LM on 
4 Aug (SJD) and 8 in Wheeler Co on 3 Aug (JJo) . Latest were singles 
at the Hastings Basin, se edge of Hastings, Adams Co, (SJD) and 
Cunningham L (JGJ), both on 15 Oct. 

Snowy Egret: The majority of birds were found in the far west. The 
season's high count, 22, and latest report was from CLNWR on 4 Oct 
(MF) . At LM, 3 were found on 4 Aug (SJD,WRS, JGJ) . Only a handful 
(about 5) were found in the RWB during Aug and Sep 
(JGJ,WRS,SJD,LR,RH). 

Little Blue Heron: Only reports were 9 in Otoe Co on 5 Aug (LF,CF) 
and 2 in the RWB on 4-18 Aug (WRS,LR,RH). 

Cattle Egret: It is sometimes easy to forget that this species 
first arrived in the state a mere 31 years ago when counts like the 
500 in Otoe Co (LF,CF) are now being recorded. In the west, 40 were 
at LM on 4 Aug (SJD,WRS) and up to 4 were at CLNWR from 28 Aug-8 
Sep (LKM,MF). Latest were 4 in the RWB on 24 Sep (WRS). 

Green Heron: Apparently overlooked, or ignored, only four were 
reported. From the south-central, 2 were at Hansen Lagoon WPA, Clay 
Co, 11 Aug-2 Sep (JGJ) and 4 were at the Rowe Sanctuary on 24 Aug 
(LR,RH). Latest was one at ADF on 9 Sep (LF,CF). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Most were reported from Garden and 
Sheridan Cos, where a high count of 6 were tallied at CLNWR on 8 
Sep (MF). Away from the panhandle region, the only reports were 4 
at Harlan Co. Res on 12 Aug (SJD) and a single in Otoe Co on 16 Sep 
(LF,CF). Latest were 2 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: A juvenile at CLNWR on 30 Aug (LKM) is 
about the seventh report from the panhandle region. 

White-faced Ibis: High count was 27 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM), 
followed by 8 at Funk Lagoon on 21 Sep (LR,RH) . Immatures, 
cautiously identified as Plegadis sp., were found in the east at 
Waco Basin on 24 Sep (WRS) , in Colfax Co on 9 Sep (JGJ) , and flying 
over FF on 11 Sep (BP,LP). Latest was another immature at Ayr L on 
17 Oct (SJD). 

Trumpeter Swan: The few reported were 2-3 at CLNWR 8-29 Oct (LKM) 
and 1 at NPNWR 6 Nov (LK). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Most were found in Oct, as expected. 
Earliest were 35 at Funk Lagoon on 6 Oct (LR,RH) and high count was 
350 at Kirkpatrick WMA, York Co, on 27 Oct (LR,RH). 

Snow Goose: Likely wounded non-migrants were one summering at 
Gavin's Point Dam (MBr), and another, observed on 15 Sep (WRS), at 
Wagon Train L SRA, Lancaster Co. Early were 2 at Wood Duck WMA, 
Stanton Co, on 25 Aug and a single at Real WPA, Fillmore Co, on 17 
Aug (JGJ). High count was from DeSoto NWR, where 60,000 were 
estimated on 2 Nov (JGJ), a rather low count for this location at 
this time of year. However, 10,000 at BOL on 12 Nov (LEi) was a 
good count for the location. 

Ross' Goose: All reports are as follows: 2 at Johnson L 3 Nov 
(LR,RH), 5 at Cunningham L on 12 Nov (JGJ), 1 at Crystal Cove L 
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on 17-18 Nov (BH) , 1 at Cunningham L on 22 Nov (JGJ) , and 2 at 
Grandpa's Steakhouse L, Buffalo Co, on 24 Nov (LR,RH). 

Canada Goose: High counts include 26,240 at NPNWR on 30 Nov (LK) 
and 1250 at Kiowa Springs on 2 Nov (LKM). At Johnson L, 200 of a 
smaller race were found on 10 Nov (LR,RH). 

Wood Duck: Excellent high counts were from the far west and include 
84 at NPNWR on 11 Sep (LK) and 22 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM) . The 
latter is a good count for the locale. Latest were 13 at CLNWR on 
8 Nov (MF). 

Green-winged Teal: High count was 670 at CLNWR on 29 Oct (LKM). 
Unusual was a leucistic or albinistic bird observed at Sutherland 
Res on 29 Sep (SJD,WRS, JGJ, JS) . Latest were 8 at Gering SL on 26 
Nov, although a few sometimes remain into Dec. 

American Black Duck: The only report was of a single at Offutt Base 
L on 28 Nov (BP,LP) . With the population of the species decreasing 
as a whole, it is not a surprise that frequency of occurrence in 
NE, always at the periphery of the species range, appears to be 
decreasing. In a fruitless attempt to find the species, one 
observer (JGJ) spent several hours on different days scoping 
through Mallards at DeSoto NWR, a place where it could have been 
found with relative ease in the middle 1980s. Due to the 
possibility of dark or molting Mallards and hybrids, details on 
future sightings would be appreciated, particularly regarding the 
speculum pattern and colors. An example of a likely hybrid 
Mailard-Am. Black Duck was one resembling an Am. Black Duck, but 
whose speculum was black-purple-white in pattern rather than 
black-purple-black, at Waco Basin on 4 Aug (WRS). 

Mallard: At NPNWR, 54,687 were recorded on 30 Nov (LK). 

Northern Pintail: A good early count south of the Platte R was 35 
on 17 Aug at Kissinger Basin WMA, Clay Co, (JGJ) . A good count 
north of the Platte R during peak migration was 880 at CLNWR on 4 
Oct (MF). A few usually linger into Dec. 

Blue-winged Teal: High counts were 1200 in the RWB on 2 Sep (JGJ) 
and 490 at CLNWR on 26 Sep (LKM) . Latest were 3 in Otoe Co on 20 
Oct (LF,CF). 

Cinnamon Teal: At CLNWR, 6 were identified on 8 Oct (LKM). 

Nothern Shoveler: High counts were 1240 at CLNWR on 26 Sep (LKM) 
and 2000 at North Platte SL on 28 Oct (WRS) . Latest were 9 at 
Offutt Base L on 18 Nov (BP,LP). 

Gadwall: High count was 2200 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM). Latest were 
2 at Offutt Base L on 28 Nov (BP,LP). 

American Wigeon: Observers noted few in the east, but the simple 
explanation is that all the wigeons were in the west. High counts 
were 1306 at CLNWR on 4 Oct (MF) and 440 at NPNWR on 9 Oct (LK) . 
Latest were 2 at Offutt Base L on 28 Nov (BP,LP). 

Canvasback: Earliest in the west was a single at CLNWR on 13 Aug 
(LKM) and earliest in the east was a single at Cunningham L on 23 
Oct (JGJ). Excellent was a count of 890 at CLNWR on 29 Oct (LKM). 
Redhead: First noted were 6 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM). High counts 
were 639 at CLNWR on 4 Oct (MF) , 155 at NPNWR on 3 Nov (LKM), and 
100 at Conestoga L on 31 Oct (BP,LP). Latest were 6 at NPNWR on 19 
Nov (LK). 

Ring-necked Duck: The season's high count and earliest report was 
1050 at CLNWR on 26 Sep (LKM) . This concentration dropped to 463 on 
13 Oct (MF). Earliest in the east, where no large concentrations 
were found, was a single at Cunningham L on 15 Oct (JGJ). Latest 
were 3 at BOL on 17 Nov (BP,LP). 

Greater Scaup: Only report was a single at Wehrspann L on 8 Nov 
(JGJ) . This species appears to be more common in spring than in 
fall, at least in the east. 

Lesser Scaup: Earliest was a single at Funk Lagoon on 12 Aug 
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(SJD) . High counts were 279 at CLNWR on 4 Oct (MF) , 175 at the 
North Platte SL on 28 Oct (WRS), and 200 at BOL on 27 Oct (JGJ). 
Latest were 6 at NPNWR on 19 Nov (LK). 

Oldsquaw: Tying the second earliest record was a single at Pawnee 
L on 31 Oct (JGJ). It was followed by a male at Wehrspann L on 12 
Nov (BP*,LP*,RB), 2 males at BOL on 21 Nov (JGJ,GeJ), and finally 
a single at Pawnee L on 26 Nov (WRS). 

Black Scoter: A good find was a female/immature at the North Platte 
SL on 28 Oct (WRS*). 

Surf Scoter: A single at Yankee Hill L SRA, Lancaster Co, and a 
pair at Pawnee L, both on 31 Oct (JGJ) , were the only ones found. 
For quite some time it was thought that the White-winged Scoter was 
the most frequently occurring scoter in the state. However, a 
review of the last three fall reports shows that there have been 
nine reports, totalling 12 birds, of the Surf and six reports, 
totalling 7 birds, of the White-winged. 

White-winged Scoter: A single was at Olive Creek L on 17 Nov (JS) . 
Common Goldeneye: Earliest were 3 at Cunningham L on 31 Oct (JGJ) . 
High counts were 288 tallied in Lancaster Co on 26 Nov (WRS) and 
325 at NPNWR on 30 Nov (LK). 

Bufflehead: Earliest and a good count was 101 at CLNWR on 26 Sep 
(LKM) . High counts were 1950 at CLNWR on 29 Oct (LKM) and 450 in 
Lincoln Co on 28 Oct (WRS). Latest and a good count was 124 at BOL 
on 18 Nov (BP,LP). 

Hooded Merganser: Earliest were 36 at Stagecoach L on 31 Oct (JGJ) . 
High count was 41 at Cunningham L on 15 Nov (JGJ) . A good count 
away from the east was 12 at Sherman Res on 17 Nov (LR,RH) . Latest 
was a single at Offutt Base L on 28 Nov (BP,LP). 

Common Merganser: Possible molt migrants (see NBR 63:73) were 15 at 
LM on 3-4 Aug (MBr,WRS) and 165 at NPNWR on 12 Aug (LK) . High 
counts were 1250 at BOL on 25 Nov (LEi) and 3250 at NPNWR on 30 Nov 
(LK). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Usually rare in fall, this species' 
occurrence this year may be unprecedented in numbers. Overall, 137 
were tallied, mostly at the reservoirs of Douglas and Lancaster 
Cos. Earliest and rather far west were 5 at L Ogallala on 27 Oct 
(WRS) . High count was 23 at Summit Res on 16 Nov (JGJ) . Latest 
were 2 at Summit Res on 19 Nov (JGJ). 

Ruddy Duck: A hen with a downy brood at Johnson Lagoon WPA, Phelps 
Co, on 4 Aug (JGJ) is the first breeding record known to us for 
Phelps Co. A single was at BOL on 2 Aug (LEi) . High count was 1500 
at the North Platte SL on 28 Oct (WRS) . A good count for late Nov 
was 36 in Lancaster Co on 26 Nov (WRS) . Latest were 2 at Wolf L on 
30 Nov (THo). 

Turkey Vulture: High counts included 15 at Schilling Ref on 8 Sep 
(BP,LP) and 17 at CLNWR on 24 Sep (MF). Latest were 3 in Otoe Co on 
13 Oct (LF,CF). 

Osprey: Earliest was a single at LM on 4 Aug (SJD) . High count was 
3 in Lancaster Co on 15 Sep (WRS) . Latest was a single at Pawnee L 
on 5 Oct (MBr). 

Mississippi Kite: Encouraging was the presence of a total of 8 
adults and an active nest with a downy young in Ogallala on 11 Aug 
(SJD,BP,LP). An adult remained until at least 2 Sep (LR,RH). 

Bald Eagle: High count was 5 at NPNWR on 30 Nov (LK) ; winter birds 
had not yet arrived. 

Northern Harrier: High count was 13 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM). 
Another good count, from the south-central, was 7 at Harvard Marsh 
on 16 Oct (SJD) . Latest was a single at NPNWR on 19 Nov (LK) , 
although some linger into Dec. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: Fifteen were tallied in ten Cos. Early 
observations suggestive of nearby nesting were of singles in 
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Sowbelly Canyon on 2 Aug (SJD) and in Scottsbluff Co on 4 Aug (AK) . 
Cooper's Hawk: In contrast to the preceding species, only 9 were 
tallied in five Cos. Earliest was a single at CLNWR on 4 Sep (MF). 
Broad-winged Hawk: Singles were found at FF on 16 Sep and LM on 27 
Sep (SJD,WRS, JGJ, JS) . The latter is the first for that locale 
(Rosche 1994-Birds of LM). Few are reported in fall. 

Swainson's Hawk: Best count was a mere 3 in Garden Co on 12 Aug 
(LKM). A bird in Scotts Bluff Co., whose characteristic underwing 
pattern was carefully observed, was rather late on 26 Oct (WRS). 
Red-tailed Hawk: A "Harlan's” type was observed at Clear Creek on 
27 Oct (WRS). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Ten birds were tallied in the west, with the high 
count of 3 at and around LM on 18 Oct (LKM) , also the most 
easterly. The other 7 were in the panhandle region. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Exceptionally early, but without details, were 
a single at NPNWR on 28 Aug (LK) and a pair there on 11 Sep (LK) . 
A single at CLNWR on 5 Oct (MF) was also somewhat earlier than one 
would typically expect. Otherwise, the species was well reported 
during late Oct and Nov. 

Golden Eagle: Five were reported from the panhandle, but an 
immature observed flying over Cunningham L on 6 Nov (JGJ) was about 
as far east as one can get in NE. 

American Kestrel: Reports were routine. 

Merlin: Twelve birds were reported from ten counties. Earliest was 
an immature near the Gibbon Platte R bridge on 25 Aug (LH,RH) . This 
report may seem early, but there are many reports from the last 
week of Aug throughout NE, suggesting a regular movement (all 
immatures?) at that time. A single at Jack Sinn Marsh on 26 Sep 
was identified as a "Richardson's" (SJD), while another at Bruning 
Pit, Fillmore Co, on 24 Sep (WRS) was identified as a 
" columbarius ". 

Peregrine Falcon: Earliest was a single at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM). 
High count was 2 at Arbor Day Farm on 2 Sep (LF,CF) . Latest were 
singles at Fremont on 9 Sep (JGJ) and BOL 7 Oct (LEi). 

Prairie Falcon: All five reports were from the panhandle region, 
except for a probable at Ravenna on 17 Nov (LR,RH). 

Gray Partridge: A single four miles s of Creighton on 11 Aug (MBr) 
suggests that the species is not yet extirpated. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: A good count was 85 at Kiowa Springs on 2 Nov 
(LKM) . 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Easterly were 32 five miles s of Creighton 
on 22 Oct (MBr) . In the south-central, 6 birds 6 mi s of Kearney on 
24 Nov (LR,RH) may have been either local birds or fall arrivals. 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: High count was 22 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM). 
Wild Turkey: Good counts include 45 near Chadron on 17 Oct (LKM), 
40 s of Gering on 7 Nov (AK), and 28 at Indian Cave SP, 
Nemaha/Richardson Cos, on 30 Nov (LF,CF). 

Northern Bobwhite: Interesting were reports of 6 on 3 0 Aug (LKM) 
and 12 on 31 Oct (MF) at CLNWR. This species appears to be doing 
very well in the western half of the state at the present time. 
Virginia Rail: Only report was of 2 a mile north of Brunswick on 22 
Sep (MBr). 

Sora: Few were reported. Singles were at Harvard Marsh on 17 Aug 
(JGJ) and at Hastings Basin on 15 Oct (SJD) . Rails do sometimes end 
up in strange places during migration, as was the case with a 
single at a steel building job site in Blair on 5 Oct (JGJ, GeJ). 
American Coot: High counts were 5775 at CLNWR on 4 Oct (MF) and 
3000 in Lancaster Co on 17 Oct (WRS) , Latest was a single se of 
Gering on 17 Nov (LKM). 

Sandhill Crane: Several migrants made it a bit east this fall, 
including fly-overs by 7 at Cunningham L (JGJ), 33 at BOL (LP,BP) , 
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and 17 at Pawnee L (BP,LP), all on 31 Oct. A flock of 77 flew over 
Blair on 2 Nov (JGJ). High count was 600 at the Rowe Sanctuary on 
2 Nov (LR,RH) 

Black-bellied Plover: The first ad to arrive was one at Theesen 
Lagoon on 11 Aug, followed by 1-2 at Schilling Ref on 20-25 Aug 
(BP,LP,RB) . The earliest juvs to arrive were 9, also the high 
count, in Antelope Co.on 13 Sep (MBr), followed by 4 at schilling 
Ref on 15-23 Sep (WRS,BP,LP) . Latest was a single juv at L North on 
31 Oct (JGJ). 

American Golden-Plover: The first ad to arrive was one at Theesen 
Lagoon on 4 Aug (JGJ,WRS), followed by a single at North Harvard 
Basin on 17 Aug (JGJ) and 1-3 at Schilling Ref from 20-25 Aug 
(BP,LP,RB). The earliest juvs were a group of 3 in Antelope Co on 
14 Sep (MBr) , followed by 1 at L North on 19 Sep (JGJ) . High count, 
as well as the latest, were 13 juvs in a plowed field near the 
Tekamah SL on 24 Oct (JGJ). 

Semipalmated Plover: High counts were of 8 at Schilling Ref on 18 
Aug (BP,LP) and 6 in Otoe Co on 5 Aug (LF,CF) . Latest was 1 at 
CLNWR on 28 Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS). 

Piping Plover: At LM, 3 were found on 3 Aug (WRS) . Latest, for this 
early migrant, were singles at L North on 25 Aug (Mbr) and at BOL 
on 9 Sep (LEi). 

Killdeer: High counts were 100 at NPNWR on 25 Sep (LK) and 72 at 
Schilling Ref on 25 Aug (BP,LP). Latest were 10 at Cunningham L 
(JGJ) and 2 at Tekamah SL (JGJ), both on 16 Nov. 

American Avocet: High count was 150 at CLNWR on 2 Aug (JJo) . High 
count from the east was 14 at BOL on 24 Sep (LEi) . Several late 
reports were a surpise and these are as follows: 7 at L North on 26 
Oct (MBr), 2 at Hultine North Basin on 28 Oct (WRS), 1 at L North 
on 31 Oct (JGJ) , and a single at the Tekamah SL on 1 Nov (JGJ) . 
Prior to this fall, the latest recorded dates were 27, 28, and 28 
Oct. 

Greater Yellowlegs: Despite four single locale counts of 6, no 
counts exceeded that number. Latest was a single juv at Wehrspann 
L on 12 Nov (JGJ). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: High counts were unimpressive and include 33 at 
Schilling Ref on 30 Aug (BP,LP) and 29 at Hultine North Basin on 2 
Sep (JGJ). Latest were 2 at Stateline Marsh on 10 Nov (LKM). 
Solitary Sandpiper: High counts were 7 at both BOL on 2 Aug (Lei) 
and at LaPlatte on 6 Aug (BP,LP). Latest was in Dixon Co on 15 Sep 
(MBr), In e NE, two juvs were identified as T.s. solitarea in late 
Aug (JGJ), and two other juvs were identified as T.s. cinnomea in 
early Sep (JGJ) . Juvs are the only age class that can be identified 
to subspecies in the field (see Paulson-Shorebirds of the Pacific 
Northwest). 

Willet: Rare in the east in fall, it appears to have been scarce in 
the west also. The only reports were pairs at both NPNWR on 4 Aug 
(LKM) and CLNWR on 2 Aug (JJo). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Probably overlooked, few were reported and no 
more than 3 were tallied at any one locale. Latest were singles at 
Stateline Marsh (LKM) and in Lancaster Co (MBr), both on 5 Oct. 
Upland Sandpiper: High counts were 15 from both CLNWR on 2 Aug 
(JJo) and two miles s of Verdigre on 2 Sep (MB) . Latest was a 
single flying over FF on 7 Sep (BP,LP). 

Long-billed Curlew: The only reports were 5 in Garden Co on 2 Aug 
(JJo) and 12 six miles n of Big Springs on 4 Aug (SJD) . This 
species departs very early in fall. 

Marbled Godwit: Three juvs at North Harvard Basin on 11 Aug (JGJ) 
and another juvenile at L North on 9 Sep (JGJ) are only the 10th 
and 11th fall reports e of Keith Co. In the panhandle region, 3 
were at NPNWR on 3 Aug (LKM) and 4 at CLNWR on 4 Oct (MF). The 
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latter is the 3rd latest ever, but not close to the two latest, 21 
and 24 Oct. 

Ruddy Turnstone: A good find and only the 8th fall report was a 
single at Schilling Ref on 8 Sep (BP,LP) . Of these fall reports, 5 
are in period 4-9 Sep, the others 25-31 July. As is the case in 
spring, the species appears to migrate through the state quickly 
and within a brief period in fall. The early cluster of dates 
probably indicates the ad migration and the later cluster of dates 
the juv migration. 

Red Knot: Another good find and only the 9th documented fall report 
was a single juv, also at Schilling Ref, on 23 Sep (WRS*,mob) . This 
appears to be the only record for 1996. 

Sanderling: Numbers were lower this year than the previous two, but 
reports were widespread with the species found in six Cos. High 
count was 75 at NPNWR on 28 Aug (LK) , presumably most, if not all, 
juvs. Latest were 4 at LM on 28 Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS) and a single 
at NPNWR on 9 Oct (LK). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: A good count for fall was 100 at Schuyler 
on 17 Aug (JGJ) . Latest were singles at Schilling Ref on 23 Sep 
(BP,LP) and in Antelope Co on 30 Sep (MBr). 

Western Sandpiper: More common in fall than in spring, 47 at CLNWR 
on 13 Aug (LKM) was nevertheless an excellent count for NE. Latest 
were a single juv at Hultine North Basin on 28 Oct (WRS) and 8 juvs 
at CLNWR on 29 Oct (LKM). These two reports are now the latest on 
record. 

Least Sandpiper: High counts were 78 at Ayr L on 17 Oct (SJD) and 
64 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM) . Latest were 12 at L North on 26 Oct 
(MBr). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: The only report, without details, was from 
Cass Co on 23 Aug GW,DW,KD, JD) . There are no documented fall 
records for NE; most White-rumped Sandpipers migrate off the 
Atlantic Coast in fall. 

Baird's Sandpiper: High counts include 250 in the RWB on 2 Aug 
(WRS) and 125 at Schuyler on 17 Aug (JGJ) . Latest were 5 at L North 
on 24 Oct (MBr) , 9 at Theesen Lagoon on 28 Oct (WRS) , and 2 at 
Conestoga L on 4 Nov (LEi). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Again this fall, excellent numbers were 
reported, including counts of 225 at Schuyler and 145 at North 
Harvard Basin, both on 17 Aug (JGJ) . Latest were singles at Pawnee 
L on 4 Nov (LEi), at Cunningham L on 6 Nov (JGJ), and at Verdon L 
SRA, Richardson Co, on 20 Nov (LF,CF). The latter ties the second 
latest ever. 

Dunlin: The 6 reports received are the first for fall since 1989, 
except for 1 in fall 1995. Earliest were 4 at Ayr L on 17 Oct. 
High counts were 10 at Cunningham L on 25 Oct (JGJ) and 5 at L 
North on 26 Oct (MBr) . Last was a single at the Tekamah SL on 1 Nov 
(JGJ) . These reports may seem late, but are typical for this 
species. 

Stilt Sandpiper: High counts were of 50 at CLNWR on 2 Aug (JJo) and 
63 at North Harvard Basin on 11 Aug (JGJ) . Latest were 48 at Ayr L 
on 17 Oct (SJD). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Including those from the Summer Report, 
observers tallied 162 this migration. Most were in the 
east-central, primarily the RWB, but 27, the season's high count, 
were in the east at Schilling Ref on 21 Aug (BP,LP). Latest were 
5 in Colfax Co on 9 Sep (JGJ). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Four reports with details were received, 
all apparent juvs 24 Aug-10 Sep: 3 were in Platte Co on 24 Aug 
(JGJ) , 1-2 in Colfax Co 24 Aug-10 Sep (JGJ) , 1 at Treadway Pond, 
1.5 mi n, 0.5 mi w of 1-80 Exit 332, Hamilton Co, on 2 Sep (JGJ), 
and 3 in Cass Co on 8 Sep (BP,LP) . Another report, without details, 
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was of a single at Niobrara on 24 Aug (MBr). 

Long-billed Dowitcher: High count was 232 at CLNWR on 8 Sep (MF). 
Also, 68 juvs were tallied at Ayr L on 17 Oct (SJD) . Latest were 2 
at Cunningham L on 31 Oct (JGJ). A single at Wehrspann L on 10 Nov 
(WRS) , identified as Dowitcher sp., was probably also a Long-billed 
considering the lateness of the observation. 

Common Snipe: High count was 18 in Colfax Co on 21 Sep (JGJ). 
Latest was a single in Scotts Bluff Co on 17 Nov (AK). 

American Woodcock: The only report was of a single at Niobrara oh 
2 Sep (MBr). 

Wilson's Phalarope: High count was 1600 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM) . 
Latest were 6 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM) . 

Red-necked Phalarope: High count was 16 at CLNWR on 26 Sep (LKM). 
Other reports include a juv sitting on open water, far from shore, 
at LM on 28 Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ, JS) and 1-2 at Schilling Ref on 20 Sep 
(BP,LP,RB) . 

Laughing Gull: A second-winter bird was at Sutherland Res on 28 Oct 
(WRS*). This is about the 6th NE record and 2nd at that location. 
Franklin's Gull: The 2000 at Sutherland Res on 11 Aug (SJD) grew to 
an astonishing 85,000+ on 28 Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS). The next highest 
count, 5000 at BOL on 7 Oct (LEi), would have been the highest in 
most recent years. Late birds were at Summit Res on 15 Nov (JGJ), 
Standing Bear L on 16 Nov (JGJ), and at Cunningham L on 22 Nov 
(JGJ). 

Bonaparte's Gull: Earliest were 4 at Pawnee L on 3 Oct (JGJ) . High 
count, from the west, was 77 at Sutherland Res on 28 Oct (WRS) . 
Latest were 3 at Cunningham L on 16 Nov (JGJ). 

Little Gull: A young bird, still in juvenal plumage, at Pawnee L on 
3-5 Oct (JGJ*,mob) is the 2nd state record. The first was an ad at 
Wehrspann L on 26 Apr 1995 (NBR 63:45). 

Ring-billed Gull: High counts were 900 at LM on 4 Aug (SJD), 1000 
in the North Platte valley on 27 Oct (WRS), and 1340 at NPNWR on 13 
Oct (LKM). 

California Gull: Up to 148 were at LM 4-11 Aug (SJD,WRS, JGJ,LP,BP) . 
This concentration fell to 61 on 29 Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS) and to 8 
on 18 Oct (LKM). 

Herring Gull: A good early-season count was 4-10 at LM 2-11 Aug 
(JJo,SJD). Only small groups had arrived at reservoirs by Nov. 
Thayer's Gull: A first-winter bird was at BOL on 17 Nov (WRS*). 
The same or a different bird was there on 25 Nov (BP,LP). 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: A second-winter bird was observed at BOL 
on 17 Nov (JGJ*,GeJ). 

Glaucous Gull: This species is now expected and somewhat ordinary, 
a recent development. Single first-winter birds were found by the 
end of the period at Cunningham L on 24 Nov, Pawnee L on 26 Nov 
(WRS), and BOL on 28 Nov (WRS). 

Great Black-backed Gull: This species is, by contrast, unexpected, 
but a first-summer bird found at LM on 4 Aug (SJD*) was 
extraordinary. 

Sabine's Gull: The unprecedented number of reports for this species 
this fall was likely a result of observers being at the right place 
(western reservoirs) at the right time (Sep-Oct after the passage 
of a cold front). Two juvs and an adult, a real gem, were at the 
inlet area of L Maloney SRA, Lincoln Co, on 26 Sep (SJD*, JGJ*) . At 
least 1 juv remained until 29 Sep (mob). Other juvs were discovered 
at Sutherland Res on 26 Sep (JGJ*,SJD*) and in the middle of LM, 
far from shore, on 28 Sep (SJD*,WRS*, JGJ*) . If that were not 
enough, another juv was at Gavin's Point Dam on 26 Oct-6 Nov 
(BFH,MBr), the latest ever. 

Caspian Tern: High count was 4 in Otoe Co on 30 Aug (LF,CF). 
Three were found during the first week of Oct, including a single 
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at Cunningham L on 7 Oct (JGJ), the third latest on record. 

Common Tern: Reports with details of this rare migrant included 
a juv at BOL on 2 Sep (JGJ*) , a juv at Cunningham L on 6 Sep 
(JGJ*) , and a juv accompanied by an adult at Sutherland Res on 29 
Sep (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS). Reported without details were 3 were in 
Hooker Co 26 Aug (LF,CF). 

Forster's Tern: High count was 50 at LM on 4 Aug (WRS) . Late birds 
were singles at Carter L, Omaha, on 24 Oct (JGJ), Niobrara on 27 
Oct (MBr), and Sutherland Res on 28 Oct (WRS*). These records, in 
respective order, are the 4th, 2nd, and latest records ever. 

Least Tern: High count was 8 at LM on 4 Aug (SJD,WRS) . Latest was 

a single at Schilling Ref on 8 Sep (BP,LP). 

Black Tern: High count was 64 at CLNWR on 13 Aug (LKM) . Latest was 

a single at Sutherland Res on 28 Oct (SJD,WRS,JGJ,JS). 

Rock Dove: Reports were routine. 

Band-tailed Pigeon: Potentially a somewhat overdue first state 
record if approved by the NOU Records Committee was one on a 
telephone wire in Morrill 1 Oct (ECT*). 

Mourning Dove: Last to leave the panhandle was 1 at L Minatare 6 
Nov (KLM); singles were still near Axtell at period's end (LR,RH) 
and at BOL 25 Nov (LEi). 

Inca Dove: Nebraska's 4th record was one that appeared at the 
Rosche feeder in Chadron "a few weeks prior to early Oct" (fide NR) 
and was seen there by several observers 28 Sep-12 Oct (SJD, MBr). 
It, or possibly another, was at the Uridil feeder in Chadron on and 
before 6 Nov (ZUr) . The 4 Nebraska records (3 at feeders) have been 
during the period Sep-Mar. 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Only 3 were reported, none w of Knox Co (MBr) ; 
last was 1 in Dixon Co 3 Sep (JJo), a rather early last date. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: None were reported w of Knox Co (MBr); last 
was 1 at ADF 9 Sep (LF,CF) , also an early departure date. Best 
count was 5 at FF 23 Aug (RB). 

Barn Owl: The only reports were of 3 s of Gering 1-27 Aug (AK) and 
1 at an apparently suitable nest site in a bank at Red Willow Res 
SRA, Frontier/Hitchcock Cos, 11 Aug (SJD). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: The only report of this (presumably common 
statewide?) owl was of 1 at CLNWR 8 Sep and 7 Oct (LKM). 

Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine. 

Burrowing Owl: A good count was of 9 in Scotts Bluff Co 23 Aug 
(LKM) . Another was in Cherry Co (no specific location) 6 Sep (JJo) . 
No reports were received from the e edge of the range. 

Barred Owl: The only report was of 2 at Schramm Park 28 Nov (WRS) . 
This owl may be declining in NE; we would appreciate it if 
observers could let us know of locations (specific wooded areas) 
that they know are frequented by Barred Owls. 

Short-eared Owl: All reports were from CLNWR, probably a stronghold 
for the species, although all may have been non-local birds. Two 
were seen in flight 28 Sep (SJD,WRS) and others were reported from 
7 Oct through period's end, with a peak of 5 on 4 Nov (MF). This 
species is more conspicuous in late fall, but is probably nomadic 
rather than migratory. 

Common Nighthawk: Largest concentration was 100 over Bellevue 23 
Sep (BP, LP) . Last in the w was 1 at Stateline Marsh 1 Sep (LKM) and 
in the e at least 8 flew over Bellevue 5 Oct (AD). 

Common Poorwill: No information accompanied a report of the 
2nd-latest ever for NE at CLNWR on 20 Oct (MF). Another was close 
to departure near the e edge of the range at NNF, Thomas Co, 27 Sep 
(RB,LR,RH). 
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Whip-poor-will: No fall birds were reported; they are difficult to 
detect, but late dates are in early Oct. 

Chimney Swift: Most reported in the w, where it is regular in the 
Platte valley, were 9 at Scottsbluff 10 Aug (AK), while elsewhere 
best count was 100 at Kearney 9 Sep (LR,RH) . Last were 12 at 
Bellevue 16 Oct (BP,LP) . It was also reported from Kimball and 
Deuel Cos (MBr), where it is regular now, also. 

White-throated Swift: Reports were from regular locations in 
Sowbelly Canyon and at Scotts Bluff NM. Last were 6 at the NM 29 
Sep (LKM), the 2nd-latest sighting for NE, after an undocumented 
report 13 Oct 1984. 

Archilochus Hummingbird Sp. : Intriguing was a report of a fem/imm 
of this genus seen briefly at Bushnell 4 Aug (SJD); species 
involved are Ruby-throated and Black-chinned. The former is best 
considered hypothetical in the panhandle, with only 2 spring and 1 
fall reports, none documented; there is, however, a documented 
record for Wyoming 7-8 Sep 1995 (AFN 50:87) and a specimen for 
Chase Co, NE, 15 Sep 1985 (UNSM ZM15512) . There are no spring or 
fall records for Colorado. Black-chinned is unrecorded in NE, and 
appears to be less likely to occur in the panhandle than 
Ruby-throated; there are no records of Black-chinned in e Wyoming 
(Scott 1993, Birder's Guide to Wyoming), and no Colorado records 
from the ne plains (Andrews and Righter 1992, Colorado Birds). 
Except for adult males, birds of these species are 
indistinguishable in the field. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: As is usual, none were reported w of 
Knox Co, where the last was seen 22 Sep (MBr) . Elsewhere, best 
count was only 10, at FF 23 Aug; the observers noted this was the 
lowest high count in recent years, possibly a result of replacement 
ofjewelweed by goldenglow (BP,LP). Last was an adult female at 
Bellevue 7 Oct (AD). 

Selasphorus Hummingbird Sp. : The "Calliope-hunters” were out in 
force in early Aug at "hummingbird row" on Maple Street in 
Bushnell, but came up empty. Nevertheless, about 11 birds of this 
genus were found, most boldly identified to species, or, in the 
case of "Rufous-Alien's", almost to species. Because Rufous and 
Allen's Hummingbirds are not separable in the field (see Heidcamp, 
Birdina 29:18 for a discussion) , and because there is a specimen of 
Allen's from Massachusetts, observers in localities where Rufous is 
not regular are obligated to call these birds "Rufous/Allen's". 
Only in the NE panhandle, however, (reports of Rufous elsewhere in 
NE must face stricter scrutiny), we feel that, because Rufous is 
regular in early fall and Allen's is not known to be regular 
anywhere away from the Pacific coast, the likelihood of occurrence 
of Allen's is so infinitesimally small that the possibility of any 
individual Rufous being an Allen's can be disregarded. Of course, 
we do not disregard the possibility that Allen's occurs, just as we 
entertain the possibility that some basic-plumaged Semipalmated 
Sandpipers we see are in fact Red-necked Stints (but we do not call 
these birds "Red-necked/Semipalmated" Sandpipers). 

Regarding separation of Rufous/Allen's and Broad-tailed, 
points to look for, according to Nancy Newfield (NOURC files) are 
the color of the sides and undertail coverts (bright rufous in 
Rufous, pinkish- or creamy-buff in Broad-tailed), extent of rufous 
coloration in the central tail feathers (Rufous if rufous color 
obvious, possibly either species if not obvious), and the color of 
the tips of the central tail feathers (black in Rufous, green in 
Broad-tailed). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: Three were reported. A fem/imm was at 
Bushnell 2 Aug (*SJD,*WRS). Others were reported at expected times 
and locations, but without details, 21 Aug at Morrill (ECT) and 2 
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Sep at James Ranch (SLe). This species and Rufous Hummingbird are 
regular early-fall migrants in the panhandle. 

Rufous Hummingbird: About 8 were reported as this species or 
"Rufous/Allen's" in the period 2-10 Aug. Up to 3 were at Bushnell 
2 Aug (*SJD,*WRS), and 2 were in Kimball the same day (WRS) . One 
was at Harrison 8 Aug (MBr,EBr). Two "Rufous/Allen's" were at 
Kimball 10 Aug (*SJD). 

Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine. 

Lewis' Woodpecker: The previously-tenuous future of this species as 
a summer bird in NE seems assured for a time by apparent 
colonization of the massive 1989 Fort Robinson burn. Two were in 
Smiley Canyon 1 Aug, about 1.25 miles from highway 20 (JJo). No 
others were reported. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Last in the w was 1 at CLNWR 26 Sep (LKM) , 
and, even in the e, an apparent early departure was made, with the 
last in Otoe Co seen 13 Oct (LF,CF). A few linger into winter in 
the extreme se in suitable years. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: Most westerly was l in Dundy Co 13 Nov 
(LKM), at this date possibly not a local breeder; although the 
species reached Dundy Co as a breeding bird in the 1960s, there are 
few breeding records in adjacent Colorado. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The 5 reports of this uncommon migrant 
were, as expected, from the e, all in the short period 5-14 Oct: a 
female/immature was at Forest Lawn Cem 5 Oct (WRS) , a juv was se of 
Blair 7 Oct (JGJ), 2 were at Bennet Cem 10 Oct (JGJ) , 1 was at 
Forest Lawn Cem 13 Oct (WRS, JGJ), and a good count of 3 was made at 
Wyuka Cem, Lincoln, on 14 Oct (LEi). 

Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine. 

Northern Flicker: Rather early for the location, a "red-shafted" 
was in Merrick Co 22 Sep (LR,RH). Best counts for the species were 
28 at Forest Lawn Cem on 5 Oct (WRS) and 27 at NPNWR 13 Oct (LKM) . 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Rare in the panhandle, a single in Smiley 
Canyon and 2 at Chadron SP 1 Aug were reported without details 
(JJo). These would be the earliest panhandle records for this 
migrant. All other reports were from e NE. First was 1 in Lancaster 
Co 21 Aug (LEi) , best count was 3 at Elmwood Park on 2 Sep (CEJ) , 
and last was 1 there on 17 Sep (CEJ). 

Western Wood-Pewee: None were reported e of Morrill Co, where 1 was 
near Chimney Rock SHP 2 Sep (LKM) , also the last. Best counts were 
7 in Sowbelly Canyon 3 Aug (WRS) and 6 at Chadron SP 1 Aug (JJo). 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Most westerly were in Howard Co 8 Sep (LR,RH) 
and Knox Co the same day (MBr). Last was rather late in Otoe Co 27 
Sep (LF,CF). 

Empidonax Flycatcher Sp.: In the e, singles were in Dakota Co, 
apparently a migrant, on 24 Aug (BFH), and in n Saunders Co 31 Aug 
(THo). In the w, a single was at Morrill 22 Aug (AK). 

Willow Flycatcher: Birds reported as this species without details 
were in s Lancaster Co 9 Aug (LEi) and at ADF 14 Aug (LF,CF) . Even 
in early Aug, birds of other Empidonax species may be migrating. 
Least Flycatcher: The only reports of birds identified as this 
species, again without details, were of 1-2 at ADF 11-24 Sep 
(LF,CF). 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: Two, identified by song, were at the 
regular location in Sowbelly Canyon 2 Aug (SJD,WRS). 

Eastern Phoebe: Rather rare as far w as Frontier/Red Willow Cos, 1 
was along highway 83 on the boundary 11 Aug (SJD). Other reports 
were from e NE, latest rather late in Elmwood Park 20 Oct (CEJ). 
Say's Phoebe: Furthest e was 1 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA, York Co, 2 
Sep (JGJ) and latest a single 3 miles s of Purdum on 29 Sep (RB) . 
There are only 5 reports for Oct. 
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Great Crested Flycatcher: Three were in Sowbelly Canyon 2 Aug 
(WRS) , now a regular summer location marking the w edge of the 
species range. Other reports were from e NE, latest singles in 
Omaha (CEJ) and Bellevue (BP,LP) on 14 Sep. 

Cassin's Kingbird: Good numbers continue in a favored canyon 7 mi 
s of Redington; 10 were there 3 Aug (SJD). Singles were in Smiley 
Canyon 8-10 Aug (MBr) and at L Alice 23 Aug (LKM) , with the last a 
migrant at Chimney Rock SHP 2 Sep (LKM), a rather early late date 
for this species. 

Western Kingbird: Best count was 35 at NPNWR 1 Sep (LKM), 
presumably migrants; last was at CLNWR 7 Sep (MF) . Last in e NE 
were early to depart, in Platte Co 25 Aug (MBr). 

Eastern Kingbird: Best counts were 39 in Dixon Co 26 Aug (JJo) and 
38 at NPNWR 1 Sep (LKM) , also last in w NE. Last in e NE were 22 in 
Dixon Co 17 Sep (JJo). 

Horned Lark: Migrants had arrived in force by mid-Nov, with 3250 
reported 17 Nov between Gibbon and Loup City (LR,RH), and 1050 in 
Scotts Bluff Co the same day (LKM). 

Purple Martin: Most westerly were 3 near Axtell on 11 Aug (LR,RH) . 
Best count and last was a group of 41 in Lancaster Co 21 Aug (LEi) . 
Tree Swallow: Most westerly were 25 at CLNWR, a regular summer 
location, 2 Aug (JJo). Best count was 200 at Schilling Ref 23 Sep 
(WRS). 

Violet-green Swallow: Reports were, as expected, from the 
panhandle; best count was 15 s of Gering 2 Aug (AK) . None were 
reported after 10 Aug, from Smiley Canyon (MBr). This species 
usually is gone by late Aug. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Best count was "hundreds" around 
Nebraska City 13 Aug (LF,CF) . Last were 250 at Schilling Ref 15 Sep 
(WRS). 

Bank Swallow: Best count was 150 at Nebraska City 13 Aug (LF,CF). 
Last were 14 at L Alice 1 Sep (LKM). 

Cliff Swallow: Best count was 1000 at Ayr L 18 Aug (LR,RH); large 
flocks of migrants occur at this time throughout the RWB. Last was 
in Cass Co 17 Sep (GW,DW, KD,JD). 

Barn Swallow: Best counts were 2000 at Gadwall Basin 22 Sep (LR,RH) 
and 1070 in the RWB 24 Sep (WRS). Last were in Knox Co 6 Oct (MBr). 
Stellar's Jay: By period's end, there were 4 reports of as many as 
8 birds in Scotts Bluff Co, bringing the total all-time to 30 
reports for the state; strangely, none had appeared elsewhere. This 
"incursion" fits the previous pattern of occurrence of this 
species: 18 of the previous 26 reports were from the Platte valley. 
First this year was the earliest ever reported by 1 day, 11 Aug at 
the feeders of the Wildcat Hills NC (fide AK); subsequently, up to 
5 were there 2-7 Nov (MBr,fide AK). Another was at a bird bath in 
Gering 6 Nov (fide AK) , and 1 was at a Scotts Bluff Co feeder, 
location uncertain, 26 Nov (fide AK). 

Blue Jay: Best count was 44 at ADF 22 Sep (LF,CF) , apparently 
migrants; migration peaked in mid Sep in n Saunders Co (THo). 
Regular now as far w as Scotts Bluff Co, 6 were at Gering 21 Sep 
(AK) . 

Pinyon jay: Although more difficult to detect due to resident 
birds, there appeared to be eastward movement this fall by this 
corvid also (1 was at a feeder in central Iowa!). Large numbers, up 
to 45 (LKM), were at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders 12 Oct through 
period's end (MBr, mob.). A single was at a Chadron feeder 24 Oct 
(ZUr). 

Clark's Nutcracker: Although a single of this species was also at 
an Iowa feeder this fall, the only suggestion of an influx in NE by 
period’s end was a sighting near James Ranch 19 Aug, reported with 
a question mark by the observer (SLe). 
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Black-billed Magpie: Best count was an excellent 107 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 23 Aug (LKM) . Easterly reports included 2 in Merrick Co 22 
Sep (LR,RH), 3 in nw Lancaster Co 25 Nov (BP,LP), and, 

unexpectedly, 2 at Fairbury 5 Oct (LF,CF). This species wanders 
eastward somewhat in fall, but as yet there are no 
records from the 4 Cos in extreme se NE. 

American Crow: Best count was 3000 in the RWB 28 Oct (WRS); this 
species is strongly migratory on the Great Plains, with the peak 
movement Oct-Nov. A good count for the panhandle was 24 s of Gering 
15 Oct (AK). 

Black-capped Chickadee: Reports were routine. 

Mountain Chickadee: Another invasive species, this one reappeared 
this fall; apart from a single sighting in Nov 1995, none had been 
recorded since 1977. This year the first were noted during the 
first week of Oct; 7 were at Stateline Marsh 5 Oct (LKM) and 3 at 
a Scotts Bluff Co feeder the same day (AK) . Many were attending 
feeders in Scotts Bluff Co through period's end (fide AK), and NE's 
first specimen was obtained when one flew into a window (AK); no 
date or location for the specimen was provided. As of 30 Nov, none 
had been reported from outside Scotts Bluff Co. 

Tufted Titmouse: Reports were from the se NE range, including one 
from the n edge of the breeding range, 4 birds w of Fort Calhoun 13 
Oct (JGJ,WRS). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine; no unusual influx had 
been detected by period's end. First migrant appeared at Nebraska 
City 3 Sep (LF,CF). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: This species may be establishing itself as 
a resident in w Scotts Bluff Co at Stateline Marsh; one was there 
23 Aug (LKM), and there have been summer reports in recent years 
from there also. It breeds w in the Platte valley to about Hershey 
in Lincoln Co (Rosche) and on the Pine Ridge. Two subspecies, with 
different call notes, occur in summer in NE. Western nelsoni 
occupies the Pine Ridge and Niobrara valley eastward to the 
Niobrara Valley Preserve in Keya Paha, Rock, and Brown Cos, and the 
Missouri valley and major river valleys westward to varying extents 
are occupied by eastern cookei. It would be of interest to know 
which occurs at Stateline Marsh. Only an uncommon winter resident 
at CLNWR, one had arrived there by 23 Sep (MFr) . It is resident 
throughout the Republican valley; one was in Dundy Co 13 Nov (LKM) . 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were as expected from the Pine Ridge and 
Wildcat Hills; best count was 18 at Chadron SP 1 Aug (JJo). 

Brown Creeper: First was at Forest Lawn Cemetery 5 Oct (WRS) ; best 
counts were 7 there 13 Oct (WRS, JGJ) and 6 in FF 2 Nov (BP,LP) . 
Uncommon in the panhandle, singles were in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Oct 
(WRS) and in Nov (AK). 

Rock Wren: A good count was 15 in Sioux Co 1 Aug (JJo). Last were 
singles at Sutherland Res (SJD) and Scotts Bluff NM (LKM), both on 
29 Sep. 

Carolina Wren: Reports were from Douglas, Sarpy, and Otoe Cos, 
including 1 (waiting?) by the kitchen at Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha, 
15 Aug (MBr,EBr). It seems that this species has declined somewhat 
in numbers in the last 2-3 years. 

House Wren: Best count was only 11, at NPNWR 23 Aug (LKM) . Last 
were in Dixon Co 20 Oct (JJo), a rather late date, and at Nebraska 
City 2 Nov (LF,CF), only the 3rd Nov report ever. 

Winter Wren: Only 7-8 birds were reported; westerly were 1-2 nw of 
Creighton 6 Oct (MBr,EBr), a good count of 3 were at the Krimlofski 
Tract, Washington Co, 6 Oct (JGJ) , and singles were at Nebraska 
City 3 Oct (LF,CF) ; Hummel Park, Douglas Co, 5 Oct (WRS) ; and in 
the observer's yard in Bellevue 20 Oct (RGr) . Oct is peak 
migration time for this species in NE. 
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Sedge Wren: Aug birds may be nesting; as many as 8 were at 
Wehrspann L 20 Aug (BP,LP) , others were reported w to Antelope Co 
on 23 Aug (MBr) and Phelps Co on 25 Aug (LR,RH) , a singing male was 
in tall brome with nettles near Willis 25 Aug (BFH) , and 4 sang 
continuously from 10 pm to 3 am at Harvard Marsh 17-18 Aug (JGJ). 
Reports in Sep probably are mostly migrants; best count was 12 at 
Jack Sinn Marsh on 15 Sep (WRS) , and last were singles in Lancaster 
Co (MBr) and Saunders Co (MBr), both on 19 Oct. 

Marsh Wren: Migrants were reported in e and se NE 15 Sep-7 Oct 
(WRS,LEi) , and at CLNWR 9 Oct (LKM) , but a rather late bird was at 
CLNWR 29 Nov (MF) ; this species attempts to winter in Garden and 
Keith Cos most years at seeps and warm springs. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: First was at ADF 4 Oct (LF,CF); only about 
7 were reported. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: First were singles in Dixon Co 14 Sep 
(JJo,MBr). Best count was 35 in Douglas Co 13 Oct (WRS)., and last 
was at Wolf L on 27 Oct (THo). None were reported w of Buffalo Co, 
where one was at the Rowe Sanctuary 12 Oct (LR,RH). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Last, and only report, was of one in Colfax 
Co 25 Aug (MBr). Most depart by early Sep. 

Eastern Bluebird: Westerly was at least 1 at James Ranch through 23 
Sep (SLe) , as were 1-3 at Stateline Marsh 5-12 Oct (LKM, AK) , and as 
many as 10 at Wildcat Hills 27 Oct (LKM) . Best counts were 35 at 
Harlan Co Res 20 Oct (LR,RH) and 28 in Douglas Co 13 Oct (WRS, JGJ) . 
A male was still in Dixon Co 30 Nov (JJo). 

Mountain Bluebird: The last reported in the breeding range was at 
James Ranch 29 Sep (SLe), a rather early departure date; unexpected 
during the breeding season was 1 in Kimball Co (location not given) 
7 Aug (MBr); this appears to be the first summer report from 
Kimball Co. Migrants first were noted at Stateline Marsh 5 Oct 
(LKM) , and had moved, as far e as Custer Co by 13 Oct (MBr) , 
location not given. No large groups were reported. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Further summer reports (see Summer Report), 
when this species is rare, included 2 in Sowbelly Canyon 2 Aug 
(SJD,WRS). Fall arrivers were first noted 28 Sep at Winters Creek 
L (LKM) , and had reached e to Keith Co by 13 Oct (MBr) . Best counts 
were 33 in Carter Canyon, Scotts Bluff Co, 11 Nov (LKM), and 22 at 
LM 27 Oct (WRS). 

Veery: None were reported. This species is rare, but regular, in 
fall in e NE. 

Swainson's Thrush: Capping a thrush migration marked by very few 
reports, the only report for the genus other than Hermit Thrush was 
of 2 Swainson's Thrushes in Dakota Co 8 Sep (BFH). We wonder 
whether thrushes and several warbler species (for example Palm 
Warbler, which see) are actually much rarer in fall or whether 
observers do not spend as much time looking for migrant songbirds 
in fall. 

Hermit Thrush: Rare in fall in e NE, a good count was of 4 in 
Washington Co 13 Oct (JGJ,WRS) ; singles were at Schramm Park 19 Oct 
(BP,LP) and Arbor Lodge SHP, Nebraska City, 25 Nov (LF,CF). Hermit 
Thrush is only a casual migrant in the panhandle; while the eastern 
race faxoni is known to occur there (AOU 1957) , the status of the 
grayish Rocky Mountain race auduboni is unclear. The only record of 
auduboni for NE is, surprisingly, a specimen identified as this 
race collected in Lincoln 4 Apr 1900 (UNSM 6670) . Thus apparently 
only the 2nd report of this race for NE was 1 at Stateline Marsh 12 
Oct (MBr,AK, HKH,DHe); it was described as "light grey, pale" 
(MBr). 

Wood Thrush: The only report was of 1 at FF 11 Sep (SJD,BP,LP). 
American Robin: Several flocks of 100-400 were noted statewide 23 
Sep-27 Oct, suggesting peak movement. 
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Gray Catbird: Reports were only from Thomas Co (LR,RH) eastward; 
last was at BOL 7 Oct (LEi). 

Northern Mockingbird: Reports were routine, including Kimball 
(SJD,BP,LP), Scotts Bluff (LKM), and Lancaster (MBr) Cos. 

Sage Thrasher: This was probably the best fall yet for this 
species. A total of about 26 were reported, including amazing 
counts of 11 at Oliver Res SRA, Kimball Co,- 18 Aug (fide NR) , other 
reports from there 10-31 Aug (BP, LP, SJD,LKM) , and 10+ s of 1-80 
Exit 1 in Kimball Co 10 Aug (SJD) . There were reports from s of 
Exit 1 as early as 18 Jul, when 4 were seen (fide NR) , at that date 
possibly a family group and suggestive of nesting. Others were 2 at 
Windlass Hill SHP, Garden Co, 7 Aug (MBr) , 2 near Chimney Rock SHP 
2 Sep (LKM), and 1 near Long Canyon, Banner Co, 2 Aug (SJD,WRS). 
Brown Thrasher: Last was in Hall Co 6 Oct (LF,CF). 

American Pipit: This species was much in evidence, some 34 
reported. Best counts were 14 at LM 27 Sep (SJD,WRS) and 7 at 
Hultine North Basin 28 Oct (WRS). First was in Antelope Co 15 Sep 
(MBr) and last at CLNWR 29 Oct (LKM). 

Sprague's Pipit: This rare migrant was reported only from ne of 
Jack Sinn Marsh in Saunders Co 19 Oct (MBr,DSt). 

Cedar Waxwing: Small numbers were reported statewide in Aug, not 
unusual for this low-density statewide summer resident. First 
evidence of flocking was 13 at Winters Creek L 1 Sep (LKM) , and 
best count was 75 at Pawnee L 26 Nov (WRS). 

Northern Shrike: First arrivals were s of Gering 20 Oct (AK) and 
near Gibbon 27 Oct (LR,RH). Southeasterly were 2 in n Lancaster Co 
4 Nov (LEi), and 1-2 at BOL 18-24 Nov (BP,LP,RB). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Late westerly reports, neither with details, 
were from Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov (LKM) and CLNWR 25 Nov (MF) . These 
are only the 3rd and 4th panhandle reports for Nov. In general, 
there is little overlap of the shrike species, with most 
Loggerheads departing the panhandle by the end of Sep. 

European Starling: Best counts were 6100 at NPNWR 9 Nov (LKM) and 
4000 in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Oct (WRS). 

Bell's Vireo: Four were reported, all from e NE, the latest at ADF 

8 Oct (LF,CF), a record late date. Second latest was 1 at Arbor L 

9 Sep (LEi). 

Solitary Vireo: All reports were from e NE. First was at ADF 9 Sep 
(LF,CF) , best count 5 at FF 11 Sep (BP,LP) , and last rather late at 
Forest Lawn Cemetery on 13 Oct (JGJ,WRS). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were of 4 birds in Douglas and Sarpy 
Cos, last a singing bird at Schramm Park 15 Sep (WRS). 

Warbling Vireo: Best count was 6 at FF 14 Sep (BP,LP), and last 1 
at Boyer Chute NWR 23 Sep (WRS). 

Philadelphia Vireo: There have been no fall reports since 1981, and 
so 3 birds this fall were a surprise. All were identified by the 
presence of black lores and entirely yellowish underparts. Singles 
were at Willis 14 Sep (BFH), at Schramm Park 15 Sep (WRS*), and at 
BOL 10 Oct (JGJ*), the latter rather late. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Best count was 6 at FF 7 Sep (BP,LP), and last 2 at 
Boyer Chute NWR 23 Sep (WRS) . None were reported w of Antelope Co, 
where 1 was present 6 Sep (MBr). 

Golden-winged Warbler: Only the 13th and 14th fall reports for NE, 
all since 1973, singles were at ADF 11 Sep (LF,CF) and at FF the 
same day (SJD). 

Tennessee Warbler: Few were reported for this usually fairly common 
e NE migrant. First was 1 at FF 4 Sep (BP,LP) , and last were 4 
there on 22 Sep (BP,LP) and 1 at ADF the same day (LF,CF). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: First was at CLNWR 30 Aug (LKM) , best count 
12 at Forest Lawn Cemetery on 13 Oct (WRS,JGJ), and last 2 at ADF 
22 Oct (LF,CF). 



NO. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


123 


Nashville Warbler: Good numbers were noted, none w of Thomas Co, 
where 1 was rather far w at NNF 28 Sep (LR,RH) , and Buffalo Co, 
where 1 was at Rowe Sanctuary 12 Oct (LR,RH) . First was at FF 23 
Aug (RBa) , best count 10 at Willis 14 Sep (BFH) , and last, 2 in 
Dixon Co 22 Oct (JJo). 

Northern Parula: Two were reported: l at FF 11 Sep (BP,LP) , and 
another at Ponca SP 14 Sep (MBr,DHe). Fall reports are unusual. 
Yellow Warbler: Last in the w were 5 at CLNWR 30 Aug, also best 
count (LKM), while in the e 2 were at FF ll Sep (BP,LP). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were, as expected, from the 
Missouri valley: first were 3 at Jewell Park 27 Aug (BP,LP), also 
best count along with 3 at FF 7 Sep (BP,LP), and last, 1 at FF 11 
Sep (BP,LP). 

Magnolia Warbler: The only report was of 2 at FF 11 Sep 
(SJD,BP,LP). 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: This rare state-wide fall migrant was 
reported only once, without details, a single at FF 16 Oct (fide 
NR) . 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Presumed summering birds (subspecies was not 
noted) were in Sioux Co in Aug (MBr,SLe). First migrant was at ADF 
17 Sep (LF,CF). Best counts were 129 in Washington/Douglas Cos 13 
Oct (WRS, JGJ) and 100 at Rowe Sanctuary the same day (LR,RH) . Last 
were 2 in Gosper Co 10 Nov (LR,RH). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Only 6 were reported, all from the 
Missouri valley; first was at Jewell Park 27 Aug (BP,LP) , best 
count 3 at FF 14 Sep (BP,LP), and last, 1 at ADF 15 Sep (LF,CF). 
Blackburnian Warbler: Good numbers were reported, including a male 
at Jewell Park 27 Aug in "full breeding plumage, never seen in fall 
before" by experienced observers (BP,LP). As expected, most were in 
the Missouri valley, but unexpected was 1 at Morrill 23 Aug (ECT) 
for only the 3rd fall panhandle report. Elsewhere, first were a 
surprising 10, also high count, at Jewell Park 27 Aug (BP,LP), and 
last, 1 at FF 7 Sep (BP,LP). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The only reports were of 1-2 at the 
regular FF summer site 10-14 Sep (SJD,BP,LP). 

Palm Warbler: There are only about 20 fall reports for the state, 
even though spring and fall migrants use the same routes. Perhaps 
it is overlooked in fall as it occupies open areas rather than 
woodlands like other warblers. The only report was from Rowe 
Sanctuary, 13 Oct (LR,RH). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: First of this e NE migrant was 1 at FF 7 Sep 
(BP,LP) , and last a presumed male (buffy flanks) at Schramm Park 2 4 
Sep (WRS). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Apart from summer birds in Sowbelly Canyon 
(WRS,SJD), first migrant was at Jewell Park 27 Aug (BP,LP). Best 
count was 10 at Ponca SP 3 Sep (MBr), and last, 1 in Dixon Co 22 
Sep (JJo). No migrants were reported from the w. 

American Redstart: Summer birds were reported from Sioux (WRS) and 
Dawes (JJo,MBr) Cos. Migrants appeared first in Bellevue 22 Aug 
(BP,LP) and at Morrill 23 Aug (ECT). Best count was only 4, at FF 
2 Sep (BP,LP). Last was at Krimlofski Tract, Washington Co, 23 Sep 
(WRS). 

Ovenbird: Apart from summer birds in Sowbelly Canyon (WRS), 
migrants appeared first at Chimney Rock SHP 2 Sep (LKM). Last was 
in Antelope Co 14 Sep (MBr). Few were reported. 

Northern Waterthrush: Surprisingly, only 1 was reported, this at 
Crystal Cove L 8 Sep (BFH). 

Mourning Warbler: The only reports were of singles at FF 4-8 Sep 
(BP,LP) and 2 at Crystal Cove L 8 Sep (BFH). 

Common Yellowthroat: Last were in e NE: 1 in Knox Co 7 Oct (MBr) 
and 2 at ADF 2 Oct (LF,CF). Best count was only 7, at CLNWR 30 Aug 
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(LKM) . 

Wilson's Warbler: First was 1 at CLNWR 13 Aug (LKM), record early 
by 1 day, and next a single in Lancaster Co 23 Aug (LEi) . Best 
count was 25 at Ponca SP 3 Sep (MBr) . Last was in Thomas Co 28 Sep 
(MBr). 

Canada warbler: This was a good fall for this species, about 17 
birds reported, all from e NE in the short period 23 Aug-11 Sep. 
First were 2 at FF 23 Aug (RB,BP,LP), best count 5 at Ponca SP 31 
Aug (MBr), and last 1 at FF 11 Sep (BP,LP). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: Unexpected was 1 in Antelope Co 8 Sep, the 
first known to the observer for that Co (MBr); presumably a 
migrant, such reports are rare eastwardly. 

summer Tanager: Also unexpected were 2 ferns at FF 6 Sep (BP,LP). 
Not known to breed regularly at FF, these may have been from 
further north, where reports are few in summer, or post-breeding 
wanderers. No others were reported. 

Scarlet Tanager: The first Nov record for NE and latest by a month 
were 2 ferns (with details provided) at Johnson L 10 Nov (LR,RH) . 
Also, rather late were 2 winter-plumaged males at Schramm Park 24 
Sep (WRS). The previous record-late date was 10 Oct. 

Western Tanager: None were reported. 

Northern Cardinal: Reports of the small resident population 
continue from Scotts Bluff Co, where 2 males and 2 females were 
noted (AK,LKM). Otherwise, perhaps the most westerly established 
population is in se Garden Co in the Oshkosh area (Rosche). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Most westerly reported were males near 
Gibbon 3 and 17 Aug (LR,RH) ; this is near the west edge of the 
range of "pure" birds of this species in the Platte valley. 
Elsewhere, last was 1 at Willis 14 Sep (BFH). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: The Gibbon area has both Pheucticus 
grosbeaks; in addition to the Rose-breasteds (above), Black-headeds 
were there 31 Aug-22 Sep (LR,RH), the last date rather late. 

Blue Grosbeak: Reports were statewide, as expected; best count was 
8 in Dixon Co 16 Aug (JJo), probably migrants. Last were in Colfax 
Co 25 Aug (MBr) and rather late in Dixon Co 22 Sep (JJo). 

Lazuli Bunting: Most easterly was 1 at Chimney Rock SHP 2 Sep 
(LKM), presumably a migrant, also the latest. 

Indigo Bunting: Most westerly was not far w, in Knox Co (MBr), 
although it was rather late, on 21 Sep (MBr) . Away from the 
Missouri valley, the record latest is 18 Sep. 

Dickcissel: Although most leave by mid Oct, lingerers even into Dec 
are on record. Still rather late, however, were a female in 
Hamilton Co 27 Oct (LR,RH) and a single at ADF 28 Oct (LF,CF). 
Eastern Towhee: Mark Brogie reports that this species occurs in 
Ponca SP in summer (singles were at Ponca SP 31 Aug-2 Sep) , and 
Spotted Towhee just to the w, the dividing line centered on Cedar 
Co. It should be noted that one of the reasons these species were 
recently separated is that although hybrids occur where the 
species' ranges meet, pure birds occur also, indicating continuing 
assortative mating. Thus, in e NE, pure birds are expected to occur 
within a milieu of intergrades. Sibley and West (1959, Auk 
76:326-338), placed the midpoint of the cline in characters of the 
two species along the Missouri River between Blair and the mouth of 
the Niobrara River; it would be expected that "pure" Easterns would 
occur past this point, as Brogie has observed. A similar situation 
occurs elsewhere in s and e NE where these two species both occur. 
However, data so far indicate that few Spotted Towhees occur in 
summer southeast of the area of intergradation of the two species; 
this area can be approximated by a line connecting Dakota, Dodge, 
Platte, Hall, and Harlan Cos. Observers in these areas should note 
the proportions of "pure" birds of each species and intergrades. 
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Single Eastern Towhees were in n Saunders Co 3 and 24 Aug (THo) and 
at BOL 7 Oct (LEi). 

spotted Towhee: Supporting the location of the area of 
intergradation between Eastern and Spotted Towhees (above), were 
summer sightings of Spotted Towhees eastward to central Knox Co 
(MBr) , n Saunders Co 10 Aug (THo) , Platte and Colfax Cos 25 Aug 
(MBr) f and Holstein in Kearney Co 3 Aug (LR,RH). Migrants begin to 
appear se of this area in early Oct; first in Lancaster Co were 2 
at BOL 7 Oct (LEi), 1 was in Washington Co 13 Oct (WRS,JGJ) , and 1 
was at FF by 20 Oct (BP,LP) . There is a corresponding departure 
from the panhandle by Nov; last in Scotts Bluff Co was at Mitchell 

26 Oct (WRS). 

American Tree Sparrow: First were in Sioux Co 12 Oct (MBr) and 
Washington Co the next day (WRS, JGJ) . Best count was 115 at CLNWR 

27 Nov (MF). 

Chipping Sparrow: Peak movement was indicated by counts of 100 at 
NNF, Thomas Co, 29 Sep (LR,RH) , 100 at Rowe Sanctuary 13 Oct 

(LR,RH) , and 70 at the Gering Cem 24 Sep (AK) . Last was 1 at a 
Nebraska City feeder 31 Oct (LF,CF) , and, in w NE, 2 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 13 Oct (LKM). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Following a Jul report, another was noted at 
James Ranch 12 Aug (SLe); breeding is possible in this part of NE. 
First migrants were 15 at CLNWR 30 Aug (LKM), also the rather low 
best count, and last were 5 in Nebraska City 30 Oct (LF,CF). 
Brewer's Sparrow: The only report was of a summer bird in Kimball 
Co (MBr). No specific location was given. Reports are few from 
Kimball Co, but this species may breed in isolated suitable 
habitat, short-grass prairie with scattered sagebrush or other 
small shrubs, anywhere in the panhandle. Most easterly locations 
have been Kilpatrick L in Box Butte Co and s of Chappell in Deuel 
Co. 

Field Sparrow: No westerly reports were received. Best count was 
100 at Rowe Sanctuary 13 Oct (LR,RH), indicating peak movement. 
Last were at ADF 1 Nov (LF,CF) and in n Saunders Co 13 Nov, where 
3 were singing into Oct (THo). 

Vesper Sparrow: Best counts were 72 at CLNWR 26 Sep (LKM) and 60 
near Brownlee in Cherry Co 28 Sep (LR,RH), indicating that peak 
movement is rather early in this species. Last were 2 in Dixon Co 
22 Oct (JJo) , 1 in n Lancaster Co 21 Oct (LEi) , and, in w NE, 18 at 
CLNWR 9 Oct (LKM). 

Lark Sparrow: Best counts were summer birds; 100 were in Garden Co 
2 Aug (JJo) and 45 in Kimball Co 1 Sep (LR,RH) . Last were 1 at 
CLNWR 5 Oct (MFr) and 15 in Hall Co 6 Oct (LF,CF). 

Lark Bunting: None were reported outside the panhandle. Best count 
was 380 in sw Kimball Co 1 Sep (LR,RH). Last were 58 near Chimney 
Rock SHP 2 Sep (LKM). 

Savannah Sparrow: First were 2 at CLNWR 30 Aug (LKM) and, in e NE, 
1 at Schilling Ref 23 Sep (WRS). Best counts were 500 at Springer 
WPA, Hamilton Co, 5 Oct (LR,RH) and 370 at CLNWR 26 Sep (LKM) . Last 
were 65 around Nelson Basin 27 Oct (LR,RH) and 13 in Lancaster Co 
21 Oct (LEi). 

Baird's Sparrow: The only report of this rarely detected migrant 
was of 1 at L Alice 27 Sep (LKM*); the NOU Records Committee has 
the report. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Best count was 150 in Garden Co 1 Aug (JJo). 
Last was in n Saunders Co 3 Nov (THo); a description was provided 
for this bird, which is the 2nd latest on record other than 1 in 
Adams Co 6 Nov 1965. Otherwise, latest was 1 at Harvard Marsh 16 
Oct (SJD). 

LeConte's Sparrow: This species was reported in numbers this fall. 
Best counts were 15 at Arbor L 15 Oct (LEi), 10 at a spot 2 miles 
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w of Creighton on 7 Oct (MBr) , and 10 at Harvard Marsh 16 Oct 
(SJD). Last were 9 at Nelson Basin 27 Oct (LR,RH). None were 
reported w of Knox, Pierce, Hamilton, and Clay Cos. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Observers found this species at Jack 
Sinn Marsh 15 Sep (WRS*), the 3rd earliest on record, through 20 
Oct (fide NR), with best count only 2, on 26 Sep (SJD,WRS) . An 
excellent tally of 9 was found at Harvard Marsh 16 Oct (SJD) . This 
species probably occurs throughout e NE during fall migration. 

Pox Sparrow: First appeared at 3 locations 8 Oct: Niobrara (MBr), 
Dixon Co (JJo), and ADF (LF,CF). Best count was 10 at Boyer Chute 
NWR 20 Oct (BP,LP) . Last were 3 in nw Douglas Co 10 Nov (WRS) . None 
were reported w of Knox Co. 

Song Sparrow: Unusual in summer in the panhandle, singles were at 
Oliver Res SRA, Kimball Co, 31 Aug (LR,RH) , perhaps the only 
regular summer location in the panhandle (Rosche), and at CLNWR 7 
Sep (MF) . The latter bird was likely a migrant, as migration begins 
in late Aug. Migrants are uncommon in the panhandle, but several 
were noted in Scotts Bluff Co: 3 were at Stateline Marsh 12 Oct 
(AK) , 3 dark-chestnut birds with gray napes were at Cochran L, 

Scotts Bluff Co, 27 Oct (WRS) , and 4 were near Gering 17 Nov (LKM) . 
The 3 Cochran L birds may be of the Rocky Mountain race montana, 
which is probably a regular migrant in the panhandle in small 
numbers. Best count was 55 at Harvard Marsh 25 Sep (WRS). 
Lincoln's Sparrow: First was at ADF 16 Sep (LF,CF), followed by 1 
in Knox Co 21 Sep (MBr) and, in w NE, 1 at CLNWR 9 Oct (LKM) . Best 
count was 100 at Rowe Sanctuary 13 Oct (LR,RH). Last were at ADF 3 
Nov (LF, CF) , a single in n Saunders Co 27 Oct (THo) , and 2 at 
Nelson Basin the same day (LR,RH). 

Swamp Sparrow: Away from likely breeding areas, migrants appeared 
first at ADF 2 Oct (LF,CF) and at BOL 7 Oct (LEi). Best count was 
24 in Lancaster Co 15 Oct (LEi) , and last were at ADF 3 Nov (LF,CF) 
and 2 at Nelson Basin 27 Oct (LR,RH). 

White-throated Sparrow: Rare in w NE in fall, unexpected was 1 in 
Sioux Co 12 Oct (MBr). Elsewhere, first were singles at Wolf L 28 
Sep (THo) and in Dixon Co 29 Sep (JJo) . Best count was 16 on 16 Oct 
at ADF (LF,CF) . Last were 1 at ADF 6 Nov (LF,CF) and 6 in Lancaster 
Co 4 Nov (LEi). 

White-crowned Sparrow: First was in Antelope Co 22 Sep (MBr), 
followed by 15 s of Gering 24 Sep (AK), and, in e NE, 1 at ADF 25 
Sep (LF,CF) . Best counts were 75 at CLNWR 2 Oct (MF) and 50 there 
9 Oct (LKM). 

Harris' Sparrow: First were at Brownlee, Cherry Co, 28 Sep (LR,RH) 
and at NNF, Thomas Co, the next day (LR,RH). Best counts were 100 
in Lancaster Co 4 Nov (LEi) and 40 in n Saunders Co 9 Nov (THo) . 
Uncommon in the w, reports were of 3 at CLNWR 9 Oct (LKM), 1-8 in 
Scotts Bluff Co 24-26 Oct (AK,WRS) , and 2 in Dundy Co 13 Nov (LKM) . 
Dark-eyed Junco: First migrants (race not noted) were s of Gering 
24 Sep (AK) and at NNF, Thomas Co, 29 Sep (RB) . Among specified 
races, first "Oregons" were at James Ranch 30 Sep (SLe) and e to 
Buffalo Co 12 Oct (LR,RH) and Douglas Co 10 Nov (WRS) ; a 
"Slate-colored" was at Forest Lawn Cem 5 Oct (WRS); "White-winged" 
first appeared at James Ranch 7 Oct (SLe) , and migrants were in 
Scotts Bluff Co 26 Oct (WRS) and e of the normal winter range in 
Buffalo Co 16 Nov (LR,RH). "White-winged" Juncos were more common 
than usual s of Gering, where they are "rarely seen, perhaps once 
every 4-5 years" (AK). Most "White-winged" Juncos winter within the 
breeding range or in Colorado. A dark-gray bird at the Wildcat 
Hills NC feeders 27 Oct was black-hooded with no pinkish or reddish 
in its plumage and a ragged breast separation between the white and 
black; it was suspected to be of the race cismontanus (WRS) , which 
itself may be a stable hybrid population between "Slate-colored" 
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and "Oregon" Juncos (Rising, James D. 1996. Sparrows of the United 
States and Canada) . Best count was 240 in Lancaster Co 4 Nov (LEi) . 
McCown's Longspur: Reports were from the summer range in Sioux and 
Kimball Cos (MBr). 

Lapland Longspur: First and best counts were 50 in Burt Co 24 Oct 
(fide NR) and 6 in Scotts Bluff Co 26 Oct (WRS). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: Reports were from the summer range in 
Sioux Co (MBr,WRS) , but a presumed migrant at CLNWR 29 Oct (LKM) 
was of significance. Breeding birds depart during Oct, and this 
CLNWR bird is the latest migrant except for another in Sioux Co 8 
Nov 1980 and a few undocumented winter reports. 

Snow Bunting: The only birds that made it into the fall report were 
4 near Bancroft on 28 Nov (LF,CF). 

Bobolink: This species is inconspicuous in fall; migration takes 
place in Aug. The only reports were of 7 in Dixon Co 4 Aug (JJo), 
9 at CLNWR 13 Aug and the last, 36 there 30 Aug (LKM), and 3 in n 
Lancaster Co 24 Sep (LEi). The latter date is the 2nd latest ever 
for the state behind a 27 Sep 1927 Lincoln Co record (Tout). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were 100,000 at Clear Creek 27 
Oct (WRS) and 9000 at Funk Lagoon 18 Oct (LKM). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Last reported was 1 in n Lancaster Co 21 Oct 
(LEi) . Best count was 30 at CLNWR on 9 Oct (LKM) , a location where 
this species summers in good numbers. 

Western Meadowlark: Best count was of 350 summer birds in the 
Lowell area 3 Aug (LR,RH), while probable migrants were 200 at 
Nelson Basin 27 Oct (LR,RH). 

Meadowlark sp.: Probable migrants were 100 at James Ranch 30 Sep 
(SLe). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Best count was only 45, at Nebraska City 
30 Aug (LF,CF) . A few summer in the lower Missouri valley. Last 
were 30 at Funk Lagoon 18 Oct (LKM). 

Rusty Blackbird: The only reports were of 3 in n Saunders Co 3 Nov 
(THo) and 11 in Dixon Co 16 Nov (JJo). 

Brewer's Blackbird: First migrant away from w NE was a single at 
Funk Lagoon 21 Sep (LR,RH). This species is uncommon as a migrant 
in e NE, so surprising was a large flock of 1000 far to the se at 
Nebraska City 23 Oct (LF,CF); no details were provided. None were 
reported later than 28 Oct, when 19 were in Clay Co (WRS). 
Great-tailed Grackle: Reports from known summer locations were 
received; of interest was 1 at Arbor L 23 Aug (LEi) ; this may have 
been a migrant, as the breeding areas are vacated in Aug. Flocks 
form after breeding, such as 127 birds at Mallard Haven WPA, 
Fillmore Co (JGJ). North of the current range in se NE and the RWB 
were birds in Knox Co 24 Aug (MBr) and Stanton Co 25 Aug (MBr). An 
influx was noted at Nebraska City, where none had been seen 
previously by the observers; 7 appeared on 8 Oct (4 males, 3 
females) , increasing to 12 on 20 Oct (7 males, 5 females) , and last 
seen 12 Nov, when 35 were seen , all males (LF,CF). 

Common Grackle: Rather late in the w was 1 at CLNWR 10 Nov (LKM) . 
Best count was 9000 at Funk Lagoon 18 Oct (LKM). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Best count was an amazing 12,000 at Funk 
Lagoon 18 Oct (LKM); the observer commented on the surprising 
number. A count of 1000 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon was made 21 Sep 
(LR,RH) . Last were several in n Lancaster Co 12 Nov (LEi) and 1 in 
Dixon Co 16 Nov (JJo). 

Orchard Oriole: Few were reported. Last were 2 in n Saunders Co 24 
Aug (THo) and 5 at CLNWR 13 Aug (LKM). Last fall migration dates 
are in late Sep. 

Baltimore Oriole: Few were reported, none w of Buffalo and Kearney 
Cos (LR,RH). Last was rather late in Cass Co 27 Sep (GW,DW, KD, 
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JD) . 

Bullock's Oriole: The only reports were of singles in Scotts Bluff 
Co 12 Aug (AK) and 1 Sep (LKM). 

Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch: Hopefully an indicator of things to come, 

12 were at the Hughson Ranch in s Sioux Co 24 Nov (LKM) and a few 
days prior (HKH) . No others were reported of this rare plains 
wanderer. 

Purple Finch: Only about 6 had appeared by period's end. First was 
at Gering 15 Nov (AK) , where it is rare, a fern was at the 
observers' feeder near Gibbon 16-17 Nov (LR,RH), and another was 
there 30 Nov (LR,RH) , 2 were at ADF 18 Nov (LF,CF) , and another at 
the observers' Nebraska City feeder 24 Nov (LF,CF). 

Cassin's Finch: Very rare in summer, 4 were reported without 
details in Sowbelly Canyon 1 Aug (JJo). While there is only one 
confirmed breeding record, there are records of a few birds 
appearing beginning in late Jul in the panhandle, possibly 
wandering juveniles. A fall influx was noted in the panhandle, most 
conspicuously at the feeders of the Wildcat Hills NC, where birds 
were first noted 6 Oct, and up to 14 had appeared by period's end 
(LKM) . Also in Sowbelly Canyon, 2 were present 12 Oct (MBr) , and 1 
was s of Gering 30 Nov (AK). 

House Finch: Reports were routine. 

Red Crossbill: Definitely not routine were Aug reports far e of the 
usual range. Near Gibbon, 2 immatures appeared in the observers' 
yard on sunflowers 3 Aug (LR,RH) ; an influx was noted in the 
Kearney area during Aug (George Brown fide NR) . As far e as Sarpy 
Co 4 immatures were at the Bellevue Cem 21 Aug (BP,LP). Also at 
unusual locations for Aug were birds in s Sioux Co 2 Aug (SJD) , up 
to 7 in Kimball Co 2-10 Aug (SJD,MBr), and singles below Kingsley 
Dam, LM, 3 and 11 Aug (SJD). Best count was 250 in Sioux Co, most 
in Monroe Canyon, Sioux Co, 2 Aug (SJD). 

White-winged Crossbill: Details were provided for a single imm or 
juv bird seen at Harrison 8 Aug; it was heavily spotted, had 2 
broad white wingbars or patches, and was feeding on spruce cones on 
the ground (MBr) . This species is casual in NE, most appearing 
Nov-Apr, but there are 3 prior undocumented reports in the Jun-Aug 
period. It should be noted that this species is a low-density 
breeder in the Black Hills of South Dakota. 

Common Redpoll: The only report for the period was of 1 s of Gering 
10 Nov (AK) . 

Pine Siskin: First birds noted in e NE were 7 at BOL 24 Sep (LEi) 
and 3 at Jack Sinn Marsh the same day (WRS), although 27 at CLNWR 
on 13 Aug (LKM) and 1 at Boot Hill, Ogallala, 2 Sep (LR,RH) may 
have been heading eastward. As many as 100 were at Rowe Sanctuary 

13 Oct (LR,RH) . A large flock was at the feeders of the Wildcat 
Hills NC, estimated at 50 on 7 Nov (AK) . It may summer in the 
Wildcat Hills (AK) , and now does so at NNF, Thomas Co, where 6 were 
noted 2 Aug (JJo). 

Lesser Goldfinch: A report was submitted to the NOU Records 
Committee of a bird "probably" this species near Gibbon 16 Nov; it 
had a black cap and a greenish back, but no other features were 
seen (LR,RH) . Of 5 prior reports, only 1 was e of the panhandle, 
but it was judged "Not Accepted" by the NOU Records Committee. 
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine, although it was 
considered "rather scarce this fall" in n Saunders Co (THo). 
Evening Grosbeak: Excellent numbers were noted in the panhandle 
before period's end, with up to 100 at a feeder in Gering 30 Nov 
(AK) and 20 at a feeder in Chadron where none had been seen before 
(ZUr). First was 1 at the Wildcat Hills NC feeders 12 Oct (MBr), 
where it was reported through the period, and 1 was at L Minatare 
23 Nov (LKM). 
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House Sparrow: Reports were routine. 

OBSERVERS 

Roland Barth (RBa), Omaha; Ellen Brogie (EBr), Creighton; Mark 
Brogie (MBr), Creighton; Hillary Cotton (HCo), Omaha; Kevin 
DeGarmo (KD), Elmwood; Jan DeGarmo (JD), Elmwood; Stephen J. 
Dinsmore (SJD), Ames, IA; Art Douglas (AD), Bellevue; Larry 
Einemann (LEi), Lincoln; Jim Etherton (JE), Doniphan; Carol Falk 
(CF), Nebraska City; Laurence Falk (LF), Nebraska City; Marlin 
French (MF), Ellsworth; Robin Harding (RH), Gibbon; Dave Heidt 
(DHe), Creighton; Nicole Hendricks (NHe), Omaha; Thomas Hoffman 
(THo), Omaha; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Clyde E. 
Johnson (CEJ), Omaha; Jan Johnson (JJo), Wakefield; Gerald 
Jorgensen (GeJ), Blair; Joel G. Jorgensen (JGJ), Blair; Alice 
Kenitz (AK), Gering; Lucy Koenig (LK) # Scottsbluff; Kristen 
Krueger (KK), Omaha; Sandy Lemmon (SLe), Crawford; Larry K. 
Malone (LKM), Scottsbluff; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren 
Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Jerry L. Probst (JLP), Sioux City, IA; 
Lanny Randolph (LR), Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; Sara 
Shirk (SSh), Omaha; Stan Shirk (StS), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock 
(WRS), Tabor, IA; Dave Stage (DSt), Laurel; John Sullivan (JS), 
Elmwood; Edna Claire Thomas (ECT), Morrill; Zee Uridil (ZUr), 
Chadron; Suzanne Winckler (SWi), Omaha; Donald Wood (DW), 
Elmwood; Gertrude Wood (GW), Elmwood. 


WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS, AUGUST-DECEMBER 1996 
Compiled from information provided by 
Steven Anschutz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second St., Grand Island, NE 68801 

Based on observations of the breeding grounds during the 
summer of 1996, about 170 Whooping Cranes were expected to arrive 
at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas during the fall. 
The first arrival (two birds) was confirmed on 23 October. A 
total of 158 birds (143 adults/subadults and 15 young) were 
wintering at Aransas 1996-97. As of 16 January 1997, six adults 
and eight subadults, of the number anticipated, had not arrived 
at the refuge. 

The first recorded dates for confirmed observations of 
migrating Whooping Cranes were 2 August in Canada and 22 
September in the United States. The last sighting date was 4 
December in Texas. Sightings were reported from Saskatchewan, 
Canada (38); North Dakota (6); South Dakota (2); Nebraska (6); 
Colorado (1); Kansas (15); Missouri (1); Oklahoma (9); and Texas 
(3). 

The weather during September through mid-October was mild. 
The first Whooping Crane arrival at Aransas was associated with a 
cold front, which reached the Texas coast on 22 October. A storm 
system causing blizzard-like conditions in parts of the Dakotas 
on 26 October, brought 40-60 mph south winds to Kansas and 
Nebraska. A frontal passage brought 40-60 mph northwest winds to 
the central Great Plains on 29 October. On 1 November, there were 
58 Whooping Cranes confirmed to be present in Nebraska, Kansas, 
and Oklahoma. The migration progressed rapidly, and about 136 
cranes arrived at Aransas between 30 October and 12 November. 

Several unusual sightings were reported during the fall 
migration. A juvenile Whooping Crane was migrating with Sandhill 
Cranes in eastern Colorado on 27 October, and a lone juvenile was 
confirmed in northeastern Kansas on 31 October. Another juvenile 
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was flying alone in Nebraska on 1 November. A single, adult- 
plumaged bird was confirmed near Springfield, Missouri on 31 
October, the first confirmed sighting in that state since 1958. 
There have been no subsequent reports of any of these birds. 

In addition to the following confirmed and probable 
sightings in Nebraska, an unconfirmed sighting of one bird was 
reported on 12 October from Dawson Co., .25 miles west of the 
Overton bridge, Platte River. Legal descriptions of locations by 
township and range, and information for other states can be 
obtained from the NBR Editor or from Wally Jobman at the address 
given under the title. 

WPA = Waterfowl Production Area. 


sighting Dates No. Cranes Location 

Fall 1996 adults/young 

Confirmed Sightings : 


10/18-20 1 

10/29-11/3 4 

11/1 / 1 

11/1 4/2 

11/2-4 2 

11/3 2 

Probable Sightings : 

10/28 4 

11/1 1 


Holt Co., 9 mi. south, 5.5 
mi. west of Ewing. 

Sherman Co., Middle Loup 
River, .5 mi. downstream 
from Hwy 68 bridge, near 
Rockville. 

Buffalo Co., flying 5 mi. 
south, 2 west of Gibbon. 

Nance Co., 2 mi. south of 
Belgrade. 

Custer Co., 5 mi. west, 2 
mi. north of Merna. 

Buffalo Co., flying mear 
1-80 and Hwy 44 jet. south 
of Kearney. 


Howard Co., flying 4 mi. 
east of Boelus. 

Phelps Co., flying over 
Funk WPA. 


NOTES ON BIRD SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA 

House Finches. This species has been appearing at my backyard 
feeders, 10 to 30 feet from our window, for several years, 
increasing in number each year. They came nearly every day in 
1996 except during a period that I associate with post-breeding 
molt. Numbers varied from one to a maximum of 17 at one time, 
with 11 counted for the 1996 Christmas Bird Count. We commonly 
use 7-8 power binoculars to look for a rare Purple Finch. House 
Finches are noticeably smaller than House Sparrows and slightly 
larger than American Goldfinches, and feed with both species. 

Males have varied in color from bright deep-orange to dark 
red, almost purple. Their coloring (not shade so much as amount 
and intensity) varies with the season, being most dull in the 
fall, brightening during December, and reaching full breeding 
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plumage by mid-spring. The crown is brown on top and varying 
shades of red on the sides. The auriculars and part of the nape 
form a brown triangle on the side of the head, while the throat, 
neck, and lower portion of nape are a reddish shade. The breast 
and rump also are the same peculiar shade of red, and the sides 
and abdomen have brown striping. The wings are brownish to gray 
with two light wing bars, and the tail is the same color as the 
wings, and appears longish for this small, slender bird. 

Females are overall brown tending to gray, with heavy 
striping on the breast, sides, and abdomen. The triangular area 
on the side of the head is very slightly darker than the rest of 
the head, with the overall side view of the head having a plain 
appearance compared to a Purple Finch. 

- Raymond C. Korpi, 1106 Bea Circle, Bellevue, NE 68005 

Red-necked Grebe. On 21 December 1995, Ross Silcock and I were 
birding from the south end of the dam of Lake McConaughy in Keith 
County. At 3:22 p.m. CST I noticed a lone grebe about 300 m 
distant. Initially I thought the bird was an Eared Grebe, but it 
was soon apparent that it was too large. It often swam alone, but 
on two occasions it joined small rafts of Western Grebes. 

Compared to a Western Grebe, this bird had a darker head and 
foreneck, a thicker bill with less yellow color, a shorter neck, 
and a shorter body, which rode higher on the water. Based on 
these features, I recognized the bird as a Red-necked Grebe 
(Podiceps grisegena) in basic plumage. The following is a more 
detailed description. The bill was equal to the length of the 
head and appeared mostly dark with some pale color at the base of 
the lower mandible. The forehead, crown, back of neck, and 
upperparts were black. The chin and throat were white, and the 
white color extended back across the cheek, forming a conspicuous 
pale "crescent." The foreneck was light gray, darker than the 
throat. There was also some lighter-gray color visible on the 
flanks. Unfortunately, the bird continued to swim directly away 
from us. At 3:50 p.m., I lost sight of it near the center of the 
lake, and it could not be relocated over the next two days. 

According to Ross Silcock (pers. comm.), there are 23 
additional records of Red-necked Grebes in Nebraska, but only 6 
are acceptably documented. Other acceptable records are from 
April (1), June (1), October (2), and November (2). The 17 
undocumented records follow a similar pattern with reports from 
March (1), April (2), May (3), June (1), September (2), October 
(4) , and November (2), plus 2 with no date. Despite the scarcity 
of records, this species should occur at least occasionally 
during peak-migration periods from mid-April to mid-May, and from 
late October to freeze-up. I thank Ross Silcock for summarizing 
previous records of this species in Nebraska. 

-Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50014 

Whimbrel. In the spring of 1995, I observed two Whimbrels 
(Numenius phaeopus) in Nebraska. On 27 April 1995, Jeanne Fair, 
Yvonne Bernal, and I were conducting a shorebird survey at 
Griess WPA in Fillmore County. At 12:20 p.m. I noticed a large, 
long-billed shorebird, which I immediately recognized as a 
Whimbrel. We studied it for about 10 minutes before it suddenly 
took flight to the north. The bird towered above nearby Killdeer. 
The bill was dark, nearly twice the length of the head, and 
decurved. The head was strongly patterned: pale central crown 
stripe, white eyeline, and a dark line through each eye. The 
remainder of the head, neck, and underparts were pale with 
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darker-brown mottling, except that the lower belly was mostly 
unmarked. The mantle was also mottled dark brown. The wings were 
darker than the mantle when the bird was perched. In flight, the 
wings and wing linings were dark, and the tail was light brown 
with narrow, dark barring. The bird flushed once and gave the 
flight call typical for this species: a series of loud, whistled 
notes, all on one pitch. At about 12:35 p.m., we relocated the 
bird on a wetland 2 mi. north of Griess WPA, and I took two 
distant photos of it. It was gone the next day. 

At 6:55 a.m. on 18 May 1995, I observed another Whimbrel at 
the Sandy Beach area of Lake McConaughy in Keith County. As I 
drove up to the beach, all of the birds suddenly took flight. I 
immediately heard a long series of loud, whistled notes, which I 
recognized as those of a Whimbrel. The bird was flying west along 
the lake shore with a small flock of Black-bellied Plovers. 
Compared to the plovers, this bird was at least twice as large, 
with a long neck, a long, decurved bill, and longer legs. I could 
see that the head was patterned with light and dark stripes, but 
the situation precluded a better look at the precise pattern. The 
bird was almost uniformly dark brown, except that the primaries 
were slightly darker. The underparts were also brown, slightly 
paler than the upperparts. I watched the bird until 7:03 a.m. as 
it gradually flew west along the north shore of the lake and 
disappeared out of sight with the plovers. 

Whimbrels are rare migrants in Nebraska. There are about 28 
records for the state, all but 4 in spring. The bulk of the 
spring records fall between 10 and 25 May. I thank Joel Jorgensen 
and Ross Silcock for summarizing previous records of this species 
in Nebraska. 

- Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Dr., Ames, IA 50014 


1995 (SEVENTH) REPORT OF THE NOU RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Compiled by Joe Gubanyi, Concordia College 
800, North Columbia, Seward, NE 68434 

The functions and methods of the NOU Records Committee are 
described in its bylaws (NOU Records Committee 1986). The 
committee's purpose is to provide a procedure for documenting 
unusual bird sightings and to establish a list of all documented 
birds for Nebraska. The official list of birds was last published 
in 1988 (NOU Records Committee 1988), and has been appended five 
times (Mollhoff 1989, Grenon 1990, 1991, Gubanyi 1996a, 1996b). 

This report includes accounts submitted during the calendar 
year 1995 and covering records with accession numbers 396-450, 
480-490. All records mentioned here will be available to interested 
persons at the NOU archives at the University of Nebraska State 
Museum, Lincoln, NE. Interested parties should contact the current 
NOU librarian whose address can be found on the latest issue of The 
Nebraska Bird Review. 


State List 

With this report, the following changes are made to the official 
list of birds of Nebraska: 


Additions 


Little Gull (Larus minutus ): Accidental, I-P, insert between 
Franklin's Gull (Larus pipixcan ) and Black-headed Gull (Larus 
ridibundus ). 
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Glaucous-winged Gull ( Larus glaucescens) : Accidental, I-P, 
insert between Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) and 
Glaucous Gull ( Larus hyperboreus ). 

Vermilion Flycatcher ( Pyrocephalus rubinus) : Accidental, I-P, 
insert between Say's Phoebe (Sayornis saya ) and Ash-throated 
Flycatcher ( Myiarchus cinerascens ). 

Virginia's Warbler (Vermivora virginiae) : Accidental, III, 
insert between Nashville Warbler ( Vermivora ruficapilla) and 
Northern Parula (Parula americana ). 

C hange . in.Status 

Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides ): change from III to I-P. 

Calliope Hummingbird ( Stellula calliope) : change from II to 
I-P. 


Accepted Records 

In order for a record to be accepted, a minimum of 6 votes in 
favor are required with no more than one dissenting vote (NOU 
Records Committee 1986). Records in the following classes are 
listed as accepted: 

I-S - a diagnostic, labeled specimen exists. 

I-P - a diagnostic, labeled photograph or slide exists. 

I-R - a diagnostic, labeled recording exists. 

II - three or more independently written diagnostic 

documentations of the same bird exist. 

III - one or two independently written diagnostic 

documentations of the same bird exist. 

Each account of an accepted record includes a brief statement 
noting the species, class, date, location, and initial(s) of 
observers. 

Red-throated Loon ( Gavia stellata) . Class III. 

A bird was observed and described at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster County, 5 November 1995; JM. 

Pacific Loon (Gavia pacifica) . Class III. 

A juvenile and a bird in breeding plumage were observed and 
described at Lake McConaughy, Keith County, 14 June 1995; 

BP, LP. 

Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) . Class III. 

An adult bird was observed and described at Valentine 
National Wildlife Refuge, Cherry County, 19 July 1995; JG. 
Tundra Swan (Cygnus columbianus) . Class I-P. 

One adult and 1 subadult were observed and photographed at 
Glenn Cunningham Lake, Douglas County, 17 March 1995; JJ. 
Ross' Goose ( Chen rossii) . Class III. 

A blue morph Ross' goose was observed and described 1 mile 
south of Pierce, Pierce County, 19 March 1994; MB. 

Eurasian Wigeon (Anas penelope) . Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at Pintail 
Wildlife Management Area, Hamilton County, 2 April 1995; JJ. 
Surf Scoter (Melanitta perspicillata) . Class I-P. 

An adult female was observed and photographed at Zorinsky 
Lake, Douglas County, 14 November 1994; JJ. 

White-winged Scoter ( Melanitta fusca ). 
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1. A single female or first winter bird was observed and 
photographed at Stagecoach Lake, Lancaster County, 22 
November 1994 (Class I-P); JJ. 

2. A single bird was observed and described at Standing Bear 
Lake, Douglas County, 12 April 1995 (Class III); JJ. 

Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis ). 

1. An adult female was observed and photographed in 
Ogallala, Keith County, 9 July 1994 (Class I-P); MB. 

2. A bird was observed and described at Nebraska National 
Forest near Halsey, Thomas County, 11 September 1994 
(Class III); TJ 

Harris' Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus ). Class III. 

An adult bird was observed and described at North Platte 
National Wildlife Refuge, Scotts Bluff County, 13 and 27 
January 1995 ; LM. 

King Rail (Rallus elegans ). Class I-R. 

A single bird was heard and recorded at Jack Sinn Wildlife 
Area, Lancaster County, 11 May 1995; JG. 

Snowy Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus ). 

1. A single bird was observed and described (NBR 64:71) at 
Kissinger Basin Wildlife Management Area, Clay County, 

6 May 1995 (Class III); SD. 

2. A single bird was observed and described (NBR 64:71) at 
Ayr Lake, Adams County, 6 May 1995 (Class III) ; SD. 

Mountain Plover (Charadrius montanus ). Class III. 

Two birds were observed and described in a prairie west of 
Bushnell, Kimball County, 18 May 1995 ; SD. 

Whimbrel (Numenius phaeopus ). 

1. A single bird was observed and described at Griess 
Wildlife Production Area, Fillmore County, 27 April 1995 
(Class III); SD. 

2. A single bird was observed and described at Lake 
McConaughy, Keith County, 18 May 1995 (Class III) ; SD. 

Red Knot (Calidris canutus ). Class I-P. 

An adult post-breeding bird was observed and photographed at 
Sinniger Wildlife Production Area, York County, 13 August 
1995; JJ. 

Baird's Sandpiper (Calidris bairdii ). Class III. 

A molting adult was observed and described on the North 
Platte River below Keystone Lake Diversion Dam, Keith 
County, 23 December 1994 (NBR 64:79,80). This is an 
incredibly late occurrence for this species which was 
recorded on the Lake McConaughy Christmas Bird Count; RS. 

Red Phalarope (Phalaropus fulicaria ). Class I-P. 

A juvenile was observed and photographed at Branched Oak 
Lake, Lancaster County, 1 October 1995; JJ. 

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla ). Class III. 

A single first-winter bird was observed and described at 
Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln County, 22 December 1994 (NBR 
63:66,67); RS. 

Franklin's Gull (Larus pipixcan ). Class III. 

An adult bird was observed and described at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith County, 16 December 1993; RR. This is an unusually 
late occurrence for this species. 

Little Gull (Larus minutus ). Class I-P. 

A written report (Class III; RS) and photograph (Class I-P; 
JJ) were received for an adult alternate plumage bird 
observed at Wehrspann Lake, Sarpy County, 26 April 1995. 

This represents the first documented occurrence for this 
species in Nebraska. 
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Thayer's Gull ( Larus thayeri ). 

1. An adult was observed and described at Lake McConaughy, 
Keith County, 23 December 1994 (Class III); JJ. 

2. A first-winter bird was observed and described below 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 5 March 1995 (Class III); RS. 

Iceland Gull ( Larus glaucoides ). 

1. An adult was observed and photographed at Lake Ogallala, 
Keith County, 27 January 1995 (Class I-P); jj. 

2. A first-winter bird was observed and described at Lake 
Ogallala, Keith County, 20 February 1994 (Class III); RR. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus ). 

1. An adult was observed and described at Branched Oak Lake, 
Lancaster County, 12 March 1995 (Class III); jm. 

2. An adult bird was observed and photographed at Glenn 
Cunningham Lake, Douglas County, 10 April 1995 (Class 
I-P); JJ. 

Glaucous-winged Gull (Larus glaucescens) . Class I-P. 

A first-winter bird was observed and photographed below 
Kingsley Dam, Keith County, 12 April 1995 (NBR 64:3,4); DR. 
This represents the first documented occurrence for this 
species in Nebraska. 

White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica ). 

A written report (class III; AK) and photographs (class I-P; 
LM) were received for a single bird visiting a feeder in 
Scottsbluff, Scotts Bluff County, 15-21 April 1995. This 
represents the second documented occurrence in Nebraska for 
this species, which was first documented in May 1994 in 
Lancaster County. 

Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope ). Class I-P. 

A photograph was received of a specimen collected on a ranch 
in Sioux County, 23 June 1994; JH, VH. The specimen is to be 
displayed in the future at the Wildcat Hills Nature Center 
in Scottsbluff County. 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird (Selasphoxvs platycercus) . Class III. 

A female/immature male was observed and described coming to 
a feeder in Harrison, Sioux County, 20 August 1995; BH. 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Empidonax flaviventris) . Class III. 

A single bird was observed and described at Schramm State 
Park, Sarpy County, 30 May 1995; BP, LP. 

Hammond's Flycatcher (Empidonax hammondii) . Class III. 

A single bird was observed, described and photographed in 
Adams County, 2 September 1995. Although the photographs 
were strongly suggestive of Hammond's Flycatcher, the 
committee did not feel they were diagnostic. The very 
thorough written description was diagnostic; JO. 

Vermilion Flycatcher (Pyrocephalus rubinus) . Class I-P. 

A single male was observed and photgraphed in rural 
Lancaster County, 16 May 1995; AB. This represents the 
first documented occurrence for this species in Nebraska. 
Bewick's Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) . Class III. 

A single bird was observed and described in Geneva, Fillmore 
County, 15 April 1995; SD. 

Sprague's Pipit (Anthus spragueii ). 

1. A single bird was observed and described at Clear Creek 
Refuge, Keith County, 23 April 1995 (Class III); RS. 

2. Two birds were observed and described near Geneva, 
Fillmore County, 27 April 1995 (Class III); SD. 

Blue-winged Warbler (Vermivora pinus ). 

1. A single bird was observed and described in the 

Washington County portion of Neale Woods, 8 May 1995 
(Class III); JJ. 
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2. A single bird was observed and described at Dodge Park, 
Douglas County, 10 May 1995 (Class III); JJ. 

3. A single bird was observed and described in the 
Douglas County portion of Neale Woods, 17 May 1995 (Class 
III); JJ. 

Virginia's Warbler ( Vermivora virginiae). Class III. 

A single bird was observed and described in Morrill, 

Scotts Bluff County, 22 May 1995; ET. This represents the 
first documented occurrence for this species in Nebraska. 

Worm-eating Warbler ( Helmitheros vermivorus ). 

1. A single bird was observed and recorded at Hormel Park, 
Dodge County, 10 May 1995 (Class I-R); JG. 

2. A single bird was observed and recorded at Schramm State 
Park, Sarpy County, 11 May 1995 (Class I-R); JG. 

3. A single bird was observed and described at Dodge Park, 
Douglas County, 11 May 1995 (Class III); JJ. 

4. A single bird was observed and described at Dodge Park, 
Douglas County, 24 May 1995 (Class III); JJ. 

Hooded Warbler ( Wilsonia citrina ). Class I-P. 

A single bird was observed and photographed at the 
University of Nebraska East Campus, Lancaster County, 8 May 
1995; JG. 

Henslow's Sparrow ( Ammodramus henslowi i). 

1. A single bird was observed, recorded and photographed 
near Bennett, Lancaster County, 25 May 1994 (Class I-R, 
I-P); JG. 

2. A single bird was observed and recorded near Denton, 
Lancaster County, 1 June 1994 (Class I-R); JG. 

3. Two birds were observed and described north of Fremont, 
Dodge County, 7 October 1995 (Class III); DP, JP. 

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow ( Ammodramus nelsoni ). 

1. Four birds were observed and one photographed at Jack 
Sinn Wildlife Management Area, Lancaster County, 9 
October 1994 (Class I-P); JJ. 

2. One bird was observed and recorded at Jack Sinn Wildlife 
Management Area, Lancaster County, 12 May 1995 (Class 
I-R); JG. 

Unaccepted Records 

Records in the following classes are considered unaccepted (NOU 

Records Committee 1986): 

IV - probably correct, but not beyond reasonable doubt 

V - a record with insufficient evidence to support the 

identification claimed 

VI - a probable released or escaped bird or mistaken 

identification 

Each account of an unaccepted record includes a brief statement 

noting the species, class, date, location, and reasons for the 

committee's failure to accept the record. 

Barnacle Goose ( Branta leucopus) . Class VI. 

A single bird was observed and described in Phelps County, 9 
March 1995. The identification of the bird was accepted by 
the committee. However, Barnacle Geese observed in the 
continental United States are generally considered to be 
escapees. 

Carolina Chickadee ( Parus carolinensis) . Class IV. 

A single bird was observed and described in Nebraska City, 
Otoe County, 24 March 1995. The documentation was 
convincing. However, given the fact that Carolina Chickadees 
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are not known to wander north and the fact that Black-capped 
Chickadees do wander and have been known to mimic Carolina 
Chickadee calls, the committee felt that the identification 
was not beyond reasonable doubt. Given the difficulty in 
distinguishing between Carolina and Black-capped Chickadees, 
it may require a captured bird to document this unlikely 
species for Nebraska. 

Townsend*s Warbler ( Dendroica townsendi) . Class IV. 

A single female was observed and described at Omadi Bend, 
Dakota County, 13 May 1995. The description lacked 
sufficient details to eliminate other possible species. 
Baird's Sparrow ( Ammodramus bairdii) . Class VI. 

A single bird was observed and described near Fremont, Dodge 
County, 14 May 1995. The description lacked sufficient 
details to eliminate other possible species. 

Corrections 

The 1992,1993 NOU Records Committee Annual Report (Gubanyi 1996a) 
incorrectly reported the Black-throated Sparrow ( Amphispiza 
bilineata ) photographed near Wakefield, Dixon County as last 
observed 14 February 1993. The bird was last observed 5 March 1993. 

The 1992,1993 NOU Records Committee Annual Report (Gubanyi 1996a) 
incorrectly stated the common names of the AOU Lesser Golden-Plover 
split, stating that the Lesser Golden Plover was now split into two 
species, Pacific Plover ( Pluvialis fulva ) and American Plover 
(Pluvialis dominica) . The report should have stated that the Lesser 
Golden-Plover is split into two species, Pacific Golden-Plover 
(Pluvialis fulva ) and American Golden-Plover ( Pluvialis dominica ). 

The 1994 NOU Records Committee Annual Report (Gubanyi 1996b) 
incorrectly reported three Black Scoters ( Melanitta nigra) observed 
and photographed at Standing Bear Lake, Douglas County, 22 November 
1993 as Class III. The documentation should be classified as I-P. 
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BOOK REVIEW 

Sherman, Althea R. 1996. Birds of an Iowa Dooryard. Edited by Fred 
J. Pierce. University of Iowa Press, Iowa City, IA. Paperback 
$13.95. (First published in hardback, 1952.) 

This book contains 18 essays based on observations Miss 
Sherman made on a farm in northeastern Iowa six miles west of the 
Mississippi River, near McGregor. The essays were given at meetings 
of scientific societies (she belonged to 15) or were published in 
their journals, and included such titles as "Feeding Winter Birds" 
and "Experiments in Feeding Hummingbirds During Seven Summers." She 
was recognized for her knowledge of birds, and her forceful and 
pungent wit. 

Miss Sherman was born on the Iowa farm in 1853 and died there 
in 1943. She was an artist and teacher for the first 20 years of 
her adult life. She received Bachelor's and Master's degrees from 
Oberlin College, Ohio, and taught in an Iowa country school for a 
few years. One former student said, "She took us into the woods. 
Showed us how flowers grew; how seeds ripen; how leaves are 
constructed and how they breathe; how to know trees by the bark." 
Later, she went to the Art Institute in Chicago and the Art 
Students' League in New York City, then taught art in a number of 
locations. She attained recognition as an artist, and some of her 
illustrations are in the book. In 1895 she was called home to care 
for ailing parents. Her sister, Amelia, a doctor, returned in 1902 
to practice rural medicine, and they lived on the farm for the rest 
of their lives. Amelia often helped Althea with bird studies. 

In 1913-14, Althea travelled around the world for almost 10 
months, visiting 20 countries in Europe, North Africa, and parts of 
southern Asia. She arose at dawn to observe birds for two hours 
before breakfast. When she returned, she wrote four articles about 
her bird observations during the trip. 

In 1915, Miss Sherman drew wide attention when she had a 28- 
foot-tall Chimney Swift tower built, with a winding staircase and 
four observation towers. She built a wooden blind for bird 
observations in a nearby marsh. Of all the species she observed at 
great length during many years of bird study, the Northern Flicker 
was her favorite. When flickers entered the barn to nest, she 
nailed boxes with observation holes above the nests, and took very 
interesting notes on egg sitting and feeding of nestlings. Among 
bird species she considered to be pests were the Eastern-Screech 
Owl because 20% of its food consisted of songbirds, and the House 
Wren because the male destroyed the eggs of many species. 

Barbara Boyle, who is involved in developing a bird sanctuary, 
including the Chimney Swift tower, and an interpretive center in 
Miss Sherman's memory, wrote in an introductory statement, "Althea 
Sherman is increasingly being recognized in historical exhibits and 
in the literature of ornithology, history, and nature." 

-reviewed by Hazel Scheiber, 913 F St. # 2, Lincoln, NE 68508 
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Brown, Charles R. 41, 71 
George 24 
Gordon 70 
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Lazuli 63, 88, 101, 124 
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Chat, Yellow-breasted 63, 88, 
101, 124 
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Counties, continued 


Cass 

18, 25, 27, 28, 34 

Cedar 

28, 31, 32(3), 

Chase 

29(2) 

Cherry 

26, 28, 29(2), 31, 41 

70, 

133 

Clay 

71, 84, 90, 134 

Colfax 

27 

Cuming 

29 

Custer 

69(2), 70, 130 

Dakota 

18, 25, 28, 33, 137 

Dawes 

26, 29, 33 

Dawson 

26, 27, 70, 130 

Deuel 

27 

Dixon 

18, 25, 28, 33, 40(4), 

137 


Dodge 

27, 35, 136(2), 137 

Douglas 

18, 25, 27, 28, 31, 

39(4), 40, 41(2), 133(2), 

134 

, 135, 136(4) 

Dundy 

26, 29 


Fillmore 131, 134, 135(2) 
Franklin 26, 28, 29 
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Cage 90 

Carden 26(2), 27, 41, 90 
Garfield 18, 26, 27, 29(2), 
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Gosper 26, 32(2) 
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Kimball 33. 34, 90(2), 134 
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31(2), 

32(2), 33, 35, 39, 42, 133, 
134(3), 135(2), 136(5) 
Lincoln 18, 25, 26(2), 29(2), 
31, 32(2), 34, 70, 134 
Loup 26, 27, 29 
Merrick 27, 69 

Morrill 26, 27, 90 

Nance 27(2), 130 
Nemaha 28 
Otoe 28, 136 


Counties, continued 

Phelps 26, 27, 31(2), 33, 34, 
39(2), 69(3), 70, 84, 130, 
136 

Pierce 133 
Platte 27, 31 
Polk 27, 33 
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Richardson 28 
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29 
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28 
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27, 70 
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40 
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Webster 

28 
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26, 29, 69 
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Crane, Common 42, 49, 80 

Sandhill 11, 20, 49, 80, 85, 
90, 94, 112 

Whooping 49, 68, 129 
Crawford, Charles 78 
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68 


Creeper, Brown 

13, 

21, 

35, 

57, 

90, 98, 120 





Crossbill, Red 

16, 

67, 

90, 

103 

128 





White-winged 

5, 

16, 

67, 

128 

Crow, American 

13, 

21, 

57, 

87, 


98, 120 

Cuckoo, Black-billed 53, 96, 
116 

Yellow-billed 54, 96, 116 
Cunningham, Esther 25 
Harold 25 

Curlew, Long-billed 50, 95, 113 
Curtis, Tony 24 
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Deardorff, Carol 24 
Rich 24 
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DeCory, Anne 25 

DeCarmo, Jan 17, 34 v 35, 68, 129 

Kevin 17, 34, 35, 68, 129 

Dickcissel 14, 22, 64, 89, 101, 
124 

Dinan, John 25 

1996 Survey of Bald and Golden 
Eagles 26 

Dinsmore, Stephen J. 17, 25, 
31(2), 32(3), 33(2), 34, 

68, 103, 129, 131, 132, 137 
Late Baird*s Sandpiper in Keith 
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Snowy Plovers in the Rainwater 
Basin 71 

Dipper, American 41 
Douglas, Art 129 

Dove, Inca 116 

Mourning 12, 20, 53, 86, 96, 
116 

Rock 9, 20, 53, 86, 96, 116 
White-winged 38, 39, 135 
Dowitcher, Long-billed 52, 74, 
86, 95, 115 

Short-billed 43, 52, 74, 86, 
95, 114 

Drenowatz, Claire 68 
Duck, American Black 7, 46, 110 
Ring-necked 8, 18, 35(2), 46, 
84, 93, 110 


Ruddy 9, 

. 47, 

. 84: 

, 93 

* Ul, 

Wood 7, 

26, 

46, 

84, 

92, 110 

sp. 19 





Dunlin 51, 

86, 

114 



Eagle, Bald 

9, 

19, 

24, 

26, 47, 


93, 111 
Adult 19 


Immature 19 

Golden 10, 19, 26, 45,48,-93, 
112 

Adult 19 
Immature 19 

Egret, Cattle 45, 84, 92, 109 
Great 44, 84, 91, 109 

Snowy 45, 84, 91, 109 

Einemann, Larry 17, 25, 26, 68, 
103, 129 

Empidonax sp. 55, 86, 118 
Erickson, Norma 25 
Etherton, Carole 24 
Jim 24, 129 
Evans, Marie 25 
Fair, Jeanne 131 
Falcon, Peregrine 10, 19, 48, 

85, 112 

Prairie 10, 19, 48, 93, 112 
Falk, Carol .17, 68, 103, 129 
Laurence L, 17, 68, 103, 129 


Fall Field Report, August November 
1996 106 

Falzgraf, Nellie 25 
Finch, Cassin’s 5, 16, 67, 128 
House 16(2), 17, 23, 35, 67, 
89, 103, 128, 130 
Turple 16, 23, 67, 128 
Rosy see Rosy-Finch 
First Record of Glaucous-winged 
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Flicker, Northern 12, 21, 24, 

55, 86, 97, 118 
Red-shafted 12(2), 21, 118 
Yellow-shafted 12, 21, 86 
Flycatcher, Acadian 55, 97 
Alder 30, 32, 55 
Cordilleran 97, 118 
Dusky 34 

Great Crested 56, 87, 98, 119 
Hammond’s 135 
Least 55, 86, 97, 118 
Olive-sided 55, 86, 118 
Vermilion 133, 135 
Willow 55, 86, 97^, 118 
Yellow-bellied 55, 86, 135 
Empidonax sp. 55, 86, 118 

Fosselman, Steve 24 

French, Marlin 68, 103, 129 
Gadwall 8. 18, 26, 46, 84, 92, 
110 

Garthright, Bill 25 
Gentes, Sue 68, 83 
Gilson, Dick 25 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 34, 58, 
87, 90, 99, 121 
Godwit, Hudsonian 50, 85 
Marbled 51, 95, 113 
Golden-Plover, American 49, 85, 
113, 137 

Lesser 33, 137 (now split 
into American and Pacific 
Golden-Plovers) 

Pacific 137 

Goldeneye, Common 9, 19, 47, 111 
Goldfinch, American 17, 23, 35, 
68, 89, 103, 128 
European 35 
Lesser 34, 128 
Goose,Barnacle 136 

Canada 5, 7(2), 18, 45, 84, 
92, 110 

Small form 18 
Greater White-fronted 7, 18, 
45, 84, 109 

Ross* 7, 18, 35, 45, 109, 133 
Snow 7(2), 18, 24, 45, 84, 

92, 109 

Blue morph 7, 18 
White morph 18 
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Goshawk* Northern 9* 19, 47 
Crackle, Common 16, 23, 67, 89, 
103, 127 

Great-tailed 5; 16, 23, 42, 
67, 89, 103, 127 
Grebe, Clark’s 42, 44, 90, 91, 
108 


Eared 

44, 

84, 

91, 

108 

Horned 

6, 

18, 

44, 

108 

Pied-billed 

6, 

, 18 

* 44, 84, 

91, 

108 




Red-necked 

5, 

6, 

25, 40, 108, 

131 





Western 

6, 

18, 

* 42 

, 44, 84, 91 

108, 

131 





Green, Ruth 25, 68 

Water Pipit 83 (American 
Pipit) 

Grenon, Alan 32, 34, 35 
Betty 17, 25, (82)2 

Treasurer’s Report 2 
NAMC Spring Bird Count 83 
Townsend’s Warbler 83 

Grill, Essie 25 
Sam 25 

Grosbeak, Black-headed 63, 88, 
101, 124, 

Blue 63, 101, 124 
Evening 68, 128 
Hybrid Rose-breasted/Black¬ 
headed 101 

Rose-breasted 42, 63, 88, 101 
124 

Grouse, Sharp-tailed 3, 10, 20, 
48, 93, 112 

Gubanyi, Joseph 26, 31(2), 32, 
34, 35, 68, 137(2) 

1992, 1993 (Fifth) Report of th 
NOU Records Committee 30 

1994 (Sixth) Report of the NOU 
Records Committee 38 

1995 (Seventh) Report of the NO 
Records Committee 132 

Gull, Bonaparte’s 5, 11, 52, 86, 
115 

California 3, 11, 20, 32, 53, 
96, 115 

Franklin’s 5, 11, 52, 86, 96, 
115, 134 

Glaucous 3, 12, 32, 34, 30, 

41, 53, 115 

Glaucous-winged 3, 133, 135 
Great Black-backed 5, 12, 39, 
53, 115 

Herring 3, 11, 20, 26, 53, 96 
115 

Hybrid Glaucous-Herring 41 
Iceland 5, 11, 32, 39, 133, 

135 


Gull, continued 

Laughing 115, 134 
Lesser Black-backed 5, 12, 30 
32, 38, 39, 53, 115, 135 
Little 115, 132, 134 
Mew 5, 11, 52 

Ring-billed 3, 11, 20, 26, 52 
86, 96, 115 
Ross 30, 31 
Sabine’s 115 

Thayer’s 11, 32, 34, 39, 53, 
115, 135 

Hall, Carolyn 25 
Jeff 32, 34 

Harding, Robin 5, 17, 24(2), 25, 
34, 35, 68, 82(2), 90, 103, 

129, 137 

Harrier, Northern 9, 19, 47, 85, 
93, 111 

Hatch, Tim 137 
Vonie 137 

Hawk, Broad-winged 48, 85, 112 
Cooper's 19, 47, 93, 112 
Ferruginous 10, 19, 48, 93, 
112 

Harris’ 134 

Red-shouldered 9, 19, 47, 85 

Red-tailed 10, 19, 48, 85, 93 
112 


Harlan’s 

10, 19, 

112 


Rough-legged 

10, 19, 

40, 

48, 

112 




Sharp-shinned 

9, 19, 

47, 

85. 


93, 111 

Swainson's 48, 85. 93, 112 
sp. (Accipiter) 19 
(Buteo) 19 
(Falcon) 20 
(Undesignated) 20 
Heidt, David 24, 129 
Helzer, Chris 26 
Hendricks, Nicole 129 

Heron, Great Blue 7, 18, 44, 84, 

91, 109 

Green 45, 84, 92, 109 
Little Blue 45, 84, 91, 109 
Hoffman, Thomas A* 17, 68, 129 
Rocky 7 
Hoover, Greg 25 
Hughson, Helen K. 25, 34, 68 
Hummingbird, Broad-tailed 117, 
135 

Calliope 133, 135 
Ruby-throated 54, 86, 97, 117 
Rufous 118 
Archilochus sp. 117 
Selasphorus sp. 117 
sp. 97 

Humpert, Mark 25 
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Hunsberger, Debbie 25 
Hunt, Mary B. 68 r 
Hurteau, Teresa 24 
Huser, Bill F. 17, 25, 32(4), 
33, 34, 35, 68, 103, 129, 
137(2) 

Hybrid Bullock's-Baltimore Oriole 
67, 103 

Eastern/Spotted Towhee 101 
Glaucous-Herring Gull 41 

Lazuli-Indigo Bunting 64 

Rose-breasted/Black-headed 
Grosbeak 101 
Ibis, Glossy 45 

White-faced 33, 45, 84, 92, 
109 


Iowa 13, 18, 25, 28 
Jaeger, Pomarine 31 
Janssen, Bob 80 


Jay, Blue 

12, 21, 

56, 

87, 98 

119 




Tinyon 

12, 56, 

98, 

119 

Steller* 

s 119 




Jensen, Mary 33, 34 
Norm 33, 34 
Todd 137 

Johnsgard, Paul 25 
Johnson, Clyde E. 68, 129 

Jan 17, 34, 41, 68, 103, 129 
Richard 41 

Jorgensen, Gerald 26(Jerry), 78, 
103, 129 

Joel 17, 26, 31(2), 33, 34, 

35 41, 43, 68, 103, 129, 

137(2) 

Fall Field Report, August 
November 1996 106 

A Review of the Status of 
Limnodroaus griseus 
the Short-tailed 
Dowitcher, in Nebraska 
74 

Spring Field Report, June- 
July 1996 90 

Junco, cismont&nus 126 

Dark-eyed 15, 22, 24, 66, 

102, 126 

Oregon 15, 22, 66, 126 
Pink-sided 66 

Slate-colored 15, 22, 66, 126 
White-winged 15, 66, 126 
Kaufman, Karla 25, 31, 34 
Kathryn 31, 34 
Paul 25, 31(3), 32(2), 34, 68 
Kenitz, Alice 17, 25, 33, 34, 

41, 68, 82, 103, 129, 137(2) 
Kestrel, American 19, 48, 85, 

93, 112 


Killdeer 11, 20, 1 

49, 85, 94, 

113, 131 



Kingbird, Cassin’s 

56, 

98, 119 

Eastern 56, 87 

, 98, 

119 

Western 56, 87 

, 98, 

119 

Kingfisher, Belted 

12, 

21, 54, 


86, 97, 118 

Kinglet, Golden-crowned 13, 21, 
58, 121 

Ruby-crowned 58, 87, 121 
Kippes, Mary 25 
Kite, Mississippi 93, 111, 134 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 12, 32 
Klaphake, Clem 25, 41 
Knot, Red 31, 114, 134 
Knott, Tim 25 

Koenig, Lucy 17, 68, 103, 129 
Kohler, James 25 
Korpi, Raymond C. 25, 131 
Kovanda, Jim 25 
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Black-bellied 42, 49, 85, 94, 
113, 132 

Colden, see Golden-Plover 
Mountain 90, 94, 134 
Pacific 137 
Piping 49, 85, 94, 113 
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Black-throated 33, 40, 137 


Brewer’s 

65, 

102, 

, 125 

Cassin’s 

101 



Chipping 

14, 

22, 

64, 89, 

125 
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LeConte’s 65, 89, 125 

Lincoln’s 65, 89, 126 
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White-throated 15, 22, 66, 

89, 126 

tan phase 15 
sp. 22 

Spring Field Report, March-May 
1996 42 

Stage, Dave 129 
Starling, European 14, 22, 59, 
88, 100, 122 


Stilt, Black-necked 31, 49, 90, 
94 

Sullivan, John 17, 129 
Summer Field Report, June-July 


1996 

90 



Swallow, 

Bank 

56, 87, 98, 

, 119 

Barn 

56, 

87, 98, 119 


Cave 

41 



Cliff 

56, 

, 71, 87, 98, 

119 
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Vireo, Bell’s 59, 88, 100, 122 
Philadelphia 60, 122 
Red-eyed 60, 88, 100, 122 

Solitary 60, 88, 100, 122 

Warbling 60, 88, 100, 122 

White-eyed 59 
Yellow-throated 60, 88, 100, 

122 

Volden, Eric 24 

Vulture, Turkey 47, 84, 93, 111 
Warbler, Bay-breasted 61, 123 
Black-and-white 42, 62, 88, 
100, 123 

Black-throated Blue 40. 61, 

123 

Black-throated Green 61, 88, 

123 

Blackburnian 61, 88, 123 
Blackpoll 62, 88 
Blue-winged 60, 135 
Canada 63, 124 
Cerulean 62, 100 
Chestnut-sided 61, 123 
Connecticut 62 
Golden-winged 60, 88, 122 
Hooded 136 
Kentucky 62, 88, 101 
MacCillivray’s 63 
Magnolia 61, 88, 123 

Mourning 63, 123 

Myrtle 88 

Nashville 40, 60, 88, 123 
Orange-crowned 60, 88, 122 
Pain 61, 88, 123 
Prairie 61 
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